
Sister Patricia Kelly ODN sadly passed 

away on Wednesday whilst the 

Preparatory School was at Mass. She 

had had a successful knee  operation and 

was recuperating in hospital when, for 

reasons yet unknown, she collapsed and 

was unable to be resuscitated.  

This is such a shock that we are all 

struggling to come to terms with this 

sudden and massive loss. 

Glen Travers, the Chairman of 

Governors writes, ôSister Patricia has 
been a mentor to so many, including 
myself, and her contribution has been 
immeasurable. Her 'joie de vivre' will 
always come to mind along with her 
devotion to her beloved Order of the 
Company of Mary Our Lady.  Her 
magnetic personality has gathered many 
from near and far to the Order and we 
all know the breadth in number  of those 
that love her for all she has been.  

 At school on  the same Wednesday 

morning we welcomed Fr John Garry to 

lead our celebration of Mass. How 

fitting that Prep 4N had worked hard 

to prepare the readings and prayers on 

the theme of love and friendship; ôBe a 
real family, caring for each other, not 
thinking that you are better than 
others. When work is needed, letõs have 
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Notre Dame Prep School  

Thought of the week  

òSilence, explained 
Archbishop Celli, is not 
"lack of communication" 
but part of the flow of 
messages and 
information that 
characterizes the new 
culture of 
communication."  

Vatican Commentary 
(January 24 2012)  

no laziness. Work for God gladly, donõt 
give up easily. Never forget to talk to 
God in prayer. Share other peopleõs 
happiness and other peopleõs sadness. 

Never try to get your own back, and as 
far as you can, be friends with 
everybodyõ (Romans 12:9-13). 

The girls particularly enjoyed singing the 

psalm, composed by our own Mrs Shaw, 

with a staff choir cantoring the verses 

and all joining in the refrain;  

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and 
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, 
that the King of glory may come in.  
 
1.  The earth is the Lordõs, and the full  
ness thereof; the world and all that 
dwell therein.  For he hath founded it 
upon the seas  and established it upon 
the floods.  
 
2.  Who shall ascend unto the hill of the 
Lord?  Or who shall stand in his holy 
place?  They that have clean hands and a 
pure heart; who have not lifted up their 
souls unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.  
 
3.  They shall receive the blessing from 
the Lord and righteousness from the 
God of their salvation. This is the 
generation of them that seek him; that 
seek thy face O Jacob.  
 
4.  Who is this King of Glory? The Lord 
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle.  
       

5.  Who is this King of Glory?  The Lord  
    of hosts, He is the King of Glory.  

 
We take comfort in knowing Sister 
Patricia loved us all and she is at peace 
with the love of the Lord.  

In our thoughts and 

prayersé 

The family of Sister 

Patricia Kelly, the 

Sisters of The Company 

of Mary Our Lady and all 

who knew her. 
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Music Board  

Fr ida y  Ma i l i ng  

Voice in a Million Coach 

permission slips were due in 

today.   If there is anyone who has 

not returned theirs please bring it 

in on Monday so that T -shirts can 

be ordered next week.  

Voice in a Million tickets can 

be obtained from 

www.voiceinamillion.com 

All Voice in a Million participants 

need to make sure they have 

learned their words by next 

Wednesdayõs rehearsal.  Please 

only learn the words in bold  in 

your booklets.   There are not a 

great deal to learn as many are 

repeated choruses.   We will not 

be using booklets in rehearsal any 

more from now until the event.    

Nutcracker  

Rehearsals are still 

going well.  Keep 

learning the words 

at home please.   

Children all need to 

work hard at not 

being distracted 

whilst singing.   Test 

yourselves in the 

playground!  Can you 

sing and look straight at your 

friend while another friend is 

dancing next to you, without 

looking at the dancer?   Try it in 

groups, with one person being the 

conductor.   Can you keep your 

eyes glued to the conductor while 

someone else dances? 

Associated Board 

Examinations  

Congratulations to all those who 

have passed Associated Board 

exams.  If you took your exam at 

the end of last term and have not 

yet received your comments sheet 

please let Mrs Shaw 

know.  Certificates will be given 

Ballet  

out in assembly.  

Associated Board 

exam entries for 

this term have gone in 

and been accepted.   We have not 

yet had a date from the Board but 

it seems likely that it might be in 

early March.   Girls will be 

informed of the date by their 

instrumental teacher as soon as 

we know it.   Once the date has 

been given out parents can expect 

to be informed of the exam fee 

which will be added to next termõs 

invoice, but if you wish to check 

the fee in advance you can look on 

the Associated Board 

website:   http://www.abrsm.org/

regions/uk/eng/fees.html  .  If 

your daughter needs an 

accompanist one will be provided 

by the school and there will be a 

small charge for this also of 

somewhere between £5 and £10.  

Reading Matters  

Blue Peter Book Award 

2012   

The shortlist for this 

yearõs Blue Peter 

Book Award has 

been announced 

and includes both 

interesting non -

fiction and exciting stories.  

Discover the Extreme World  by 

Camilla de la Bedoyere, Clive 

Gifford, John Farndon, Steve 

Parker, Stewart Ross and Philip 

Steele  

The Official Countdown to the 

London 2012 Games  by Simon 

Hart  

The Considine Curse  by Gareth P. 

Jones  

A Year without Autumn  by Liz 

Kessler  

All these books have been ordered 

for the library and should be here 

very soon.   

Ballerina of the week  

Charlotte Aspden 4N for her 

professional approach 

to  Nutcracker rehearsals.   

Prep 3&4 private ballet girls 
learning the grade 2 character 

steps on Friday when Mr Plummer 

popped in. Don't they look lovely.  

Octogenarian visits Prep 6  

Prep 6 girls are studying 

òChildhoodó for their TASK pro-

ject this term.   On Tuesday, Mrs 

Montague [Mrs Barnettõs mum] was 

interviewed by the girls. They 

were finding out the similarities 

and differences between their own 

childhood and those of someone 

who grew up in the 1930s and 

through World War Two.   The girls 

were amazed to find out that in 

the past children walked to school 

without an adult, girls did not wear 

trousers, leggings, jeans or shorts 

and had only a couple of outfits to 

wear apart from school uniform. 

The girls also realised the effect 

that the war and rationing had on 

what you ate, what you could buy 

and the number of toys you had. 

Next week Prep 6 will be interview-

ing two younger adults to find out 

how childhood has changed over 

the years.  
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Sports News  

Paralympic Swimmer: Eleanor 

Simmonds 

Eleanor Simmonds was born in the West 

Midlands in 1994 and is a British 

Paralympian swimmer who has 

achondroplasia.   

Simmonds competed at the 2008 

Summer Paralympics in Beijing , China in 

the 50  m, 100 m and 400 m freestyle , 

50 m butterfly , and 200  m individual 

medley. She swims in the S6 disability 

category. At the age of 13, she was the 

youngest British athlete in China. She 

came 5th in the 200  m individual medley  

and won gold medals in the 100  m and 

400  m freestyle events.  

She won the 2008 BBC Young Sports 

Personality of the Year  award. 

She lives part time in Swansea and 

trains for two hours at a time in nine 

training sessions per week at the Wales 

National Pool . Before moving to 

Swansea, she swam for Boldmere 

Swimming Club in Sutton Coldfield , 

under Head Coach Ashley Cox and 

several other coaches. In 2008, 

following her success in Beijing she was 

made a life member of the club. To this 

date she still maintains her links with 

Boldmere Swimming Club, swimming at 

the annual Club Championships and 

occasionally attending training sessions 

when she returns from Swansea.  

Simmonds was appointed a Member of 

the Order of the British Empire  (MBE) 

in the 2009 New Year Honours. At 14 

she is the youngest person to have ever 

received this honour. She received the 

honour from Queen Elizabeth II  on 18 

February 2009.  

NDPS Athlete of the Week: Poppy 

Parry (2GM)  

Poppy has shown 

exceptional 

gymnastics skills 

during her PE 

lessons.  She is able 

to travel and 

perform basic 

shapes while demonstrating good body 

tension and control.  She is focused 

when performing each skill and works 

hard to improve her range of 

movement and flexibility.  Fantastic 

effort Poppy!  

British Schools Gymnastics  

Notre Dame Infants have been 

developing their gymnastics skills 

within their PE lessons and have been 

working towards achieving their Level 

8 Proficiency Award.  They have been 

learning and demonstrating various 

shapes and improving their flexibility.  

They have had the opportunity to 

experiment with movement to music 

and use various apparatus while their 

bodies are in motion.  This award 

ensures the development of their core 

skills such as balance, strength, 

flexibility and co -ordination.  

Gymnastics is a fantastic way to help 

build the necessary foundation skills.  

University of Bath Biathlon: Daisy 

Corbett  

Daisy arrived at Bath University to 

quite a cold and blustery day.   She ran 

really well and improved on her time 

and came in third in her heat in a time 

of 1.42.85, which was 5 seconds better 

than her qualifying time and also 

running into the wind!!!    She then swam 

her 50 metre race and out of the 65 

girls competing in this semi final, Daisy 

came fourth in the swim in a time of 

34.04 in a 50 metre pool, narrowly 

missing out on the second and 

third place.     

Overall Daisy came 8th in this 

semi final and we are hoping that 

she will have qualified for the 

final at the end of March but we 

will have to wait for the final 

listing!   She was very pleased with 

her performance and was glad to 

have improved her time.   Well 

done Daisy on demonstrating such 

a fantastic effort.  Best of luck!  

Crystal Palace Biathlon Sunday 

5 th  February  

We wish Lia Bevan, 

Jemma Bessinger 

and Georgia 

Jeffcott the best of 

luck on 5 th  February 

when they compete 

at Crystal Palace in the Schools 

Biathlon semi finals.  They will 

undergo a 500m run and a 50m 

swim aiming to qualify for the 

finals.   

Netball Fixtures Diary  
On Monday 30 th  January the 

U11 A&B teams  will compete at 

Manor House.  The match starts 

at 3:45pm and we aim to be back 

at Notre Dame by 5:30pm.  

On Tuesday 31 st  January the 

U10 A&B teams  will compete at 

Manor House.  The match starts 

at 3:45pm and we aim to be back 

at Notre Dame by 5:30pm.  

Extra Curricular Sports Clubs  

Prep 6 Netball club on 

Monday has been 

cancelled as most of the 

girls are away at a 

fixture at Manor House.    
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Dates for the Diary:  

News 

Thurs 9th Feb ñPrep 3 & 4 Production of The Nutcracker ñ7 pm 

Fri 10th Feb ñHalf Term  

Mon 20th Feb ñBack to School  

Wed 22nd Feb ñAsh Wednesday Liturgy ñ9.00 am 

Thurs 23rd Feb ñOwls to Reception Information Meeting ñ9.15ñ10.15 am 

Fri 24th Feb ñFootball Tournament ñ1.00 pm 

Sat 25th Feb ñVoice in a Million, Wembley  

Wed 29th Feb ñSenior School Information Meeting for Prep 3 -6 Parentsñ8.45 am 

**N.B. Mon 26th March 9.00 am TASK Information Morning for parents **  

Another Stork Has Landed!  
The Coetzee family are delighted to 

announce the arrival of Alexander 

Allan born on the 16 th  

January.  Isabella is thrilled to finally 

have her little brother here and has 

already decided he will be going to 

BlueBelles! 

BlueBelles Nursery  
Owls have been enjoying a variety of 

activities this week including Chinese 

Lantern making to celebrate Chinese 

New Year! 

FoND 

Looking forward to seeing you 

tonight at the Quiz. Good luck 

to all the teams!  

Ok Gardening Club  

Girls in years 4, 5 and 6 

who want to get muddy and 

have some horticultural fun 

on a Thursday after school should 

return the form on the 

OK Garden Club letter 

that has gone home with 

todayõs Friday mailing. 

Numbers are strictly 

limited and places will 

be allocated on a first come, first 

served basis. I am already planning 

the plot 

and  drooling over 

the latest vegetable 

seed catalogues! 

Mrs Bryant  

DISCO  

Look out for the flyer next week  

Cake Sale for Philippines  

We raised a Grand total of  

£300.62 in 15 minutes!  

THANK - YOU to everyone . 


