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So we have made it, Ceremony of Achievement 2018. It 

is always surprising to me, as I look at each leaving 

child individually, how she could have got to this place 

so fast. I see in these faces, not just the wisdom of their 

ten or 11 years, but also great potential, determination 

and expectation as they go into the world. But they are 

young, and those of us who care for them still have a 

huge responsibility to tackle the insecurities and 

vulnerabilities that modern teenagers will face. You 

parents and family friends have a great responsibility 

to ensure that they are protected from too much 

pressure, from the anonymous face of the internet and 

social media, from materialism and from isolation. I 

have every confidence that here at Notre Dame, and in 

the other places further afield you have chosen for the 

next step in formal education, and in your homes, there 

will be a place for them to be warmly listened to and 

deeply loved. That’s the key to helping them to become 

the wonderful people we know they can be. And we will 

still be here to welcome you back as alumnae and with 

your grandchildren.  

 

I say we, but as you know, after Christmas and after 24 

years at Notre Dame I will also be gone from here - and 

these girls, this class of 18 will be mine to remember. I 

suppose I am also a graduate of class of 18, and I have 

the bracelet to prove it. But I am not sad, I am finally 

ready to take the next steps in my mission through life, 

and I hand over with great faith to the team who are 

already running the school, and Mrs Morgan the 

incoming Head, who is here today. My last regret is 

that I won’t be working with her, as we already have a 

great bond, certainly professionally, but also personally, 

and I wish her an absolute welcome to this family of 

Notre Dame.  
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So to these girls:  

This group of girls has so many God given talents. We 

have celebrated some of these this morning, but many 

of them can only glimpse at what they might achieve in 

later life. We have high hopes of each and every one. 

My own headmistress a devout and serious sister from 

was at an event I attended a couple of years ago. She 

was so surprised to find me at her side, no longer the 

shy, bookish, dreamy and anxious child she taught aged 

10. In fact, she said are you sure you are a Head 

Teacher twice as she actually thought I was kidding 

her…so through my own experience I will not be one bit 

surprised when these girls take off in the world – I will 

just be waiting to hear, and I am already proud.  

 

However, and I am speaking girls to you directly, I am 

proud of you because of who you are, not what you can 

do or how much money you have or can make in the 

future. Your fashion sense isn’t important, your taste in 

music is immaterial and your achievement only matters 

in terms that you do the best you can do.  

 

There is a modern curse which is to live life in the 

public eye, on social media. You know: “Here is a 

picture of me cleaning my teeth”. But of course the 

heart and soul of your life is, and should remain,  

personal and private, and the trap is to live a false life, 

almost a show business life, that others can see - lets 

call it an acceptable public version of yourself - until 

your real life seems unimportant and uninteresting and 

you become ashamed of the real wonderful person you 

are. Don’t fall for such idiocy and foolishness – live your 

life in reality, be grateful for everything you have and 

can do, and live that life, that real life, to the full.  
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The world will tell you that success is measurable, but I 

can tell you that honour, truth, kindness, gratitude, 

faith, friendship and happiness cannot be put in a scale 

and evaluated – they can only be felt and shared and 

savoured. And yet, they are the very things that will fill 

your life with love and joy and meaning for however 

long you stay on this planet. Look for them, recognise 

the good in every one and in every day and take that 

grace and return it to the world through your actions. 

Remember each morning to be thankful. I say to myself 

every morning – this is the day the Lord has made and 

I will rejoice and be glad in it, and you know that no 

matter how bad you feel, and how bleak things can 

seem, the flowers still grow, the sun still rises and if 

you really look there will always be a friend to listen to 

you. Sometimes, hopefully often, in the lives of others 

you will be that friend, yours will be the hand that 

stretches out and yours the voice of calm and wisdom.  

 

Whatever you forget of your life in school, and of all 

that we have taught you and shown you, I hope you will 

remember this: 

 

All you need to be the best person in life, is to use your 

hands, your words, your intelligence and your talents 

wisely for the good of all. That is what we have learned 

and shared in this community, that is what the good 

news of the gospels tells us, and this is what you will 

eventually go out into the world to do. I particularly 

like the words Mother Teresa quoted “I can do no great 

thing, only small things with great love”. I urge you all 

to remember to do small but wonderful things all the 

time, sometimes in public, but also when you are not 

being watched or noticed –believe me that will add up 

to a great life. 
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So here is my parting advice to you as Head Teacher: 

 

 Make a friend by being a friend. 

 Remember when to hold your tongue and keep 

quiet. 

 Know when to speak out, in truth, because it is 

right to do so. 

 Remember what it might be like to be someone 

else’s shoes and don’t lose sight of the fact that 

they are a person with feelings just like you 

 Be wary of money – it can help you, or it can make 

you greedy. 

 Remember to own your own decisions and not to 

let them own you. 

 Do what you say you will do – be honest, have 

integrity.  

 Don’t give up too easily – success is never instant. 

 Don’t wait for opportunities to be created for you – 

make them yourself.  

 Be realistic, hardworking and smart, and never 

think that life comes to you while you sleep. 

 Hold onto your faith, God will walk beside you on 

your journey through good and through bad times; 

He will be a lamp for your feet and a light for the 

road. 

 Use your talents wisely, to help and to build with 

others.  

 Always lift other people up, never climb over them. 

 Never talk about anyone in a way you wouldn’t 

want them to hear – and in the same way as you 

would want them to speak of you. 

 Lastly, always in the tradition of St Jeanne 

remember to stretch out a hand to others, and use 

your God given gifts as often as you can in every 
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way that you can, and make sure you are rich in 

the right way and for the right reasons.  

 

Girls I do hope you have been happy above all at Notre 

Dame Prep School, whether that has been from the 

nursery of perhaps just the last year or so. You have 

each of you been a credit to us and to your families. I 

pray that this continues wherever you go, near or far 

and that you always remember the friends, teachers, 

sisters and community that brought you to this place, 

ready to jump off into the world of the big school.  

 

Parents, grandparents, Godparents and friends, I thank 

you for all you do for these lucky girls, and trust that 

with your support and guidance they will find that 

some of their dreams and goals are able to be realised 

not just through good fortune and chance but through 

their own efforts, their character and their 

determination to build on the firm foundations they 

have developed here at Notre Dame and in your homes 

and your families.  

 

I know you want the best for these children and that 

you want them to be the best they can be – let them 

guide you too and allow them to become the person God 

intended them to be, with the richness of his blessing 

and joy in all your lives.  

 

 


