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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Light Up a Life 
Last Sunday the choir 

sang at the Princess Alice Hospice in 
Esher, for the ‘Light Up A Life Service’. 

The Revd Dr Steve Nolan led the 
service with readings by Revd 
Jackie Richardson and Sheila 
Holman. The girls sang beautifully 
and were praised for their 
performance of ‘Rise Up Shepherd’ 
which they will be singing again in 
the School’s Carol Service. Thank 
you to Mr Newman for 
accompanying us on the trip and a 
special thanks to all who took part 
and the parents who also braved 
the cold to watch or ferry their 
children on a cold Sunday 
afternoon. I really appreciate the 
commitment 
you have 
made and 
speaking to 
several 
parents 
afterwards I 
know that you 
really enjoyed 
the occasion. 
Thank you. 

Mr Black 

May we, as the community of Notre 
Dame, during the Christmas period, 
remember those who for whatever 
reason will find the holidays difficult 
and may need our support.  And 
may we, happy or hurting, be 
blessed with 
  
      the reassurance of the angel 

the joy of the shepherds 
the wonderment of the wise men 
the steadfastness of Joseph and 

Mary 
the love of the child Jesus 

the peace of God 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
throughout this Christmas season. 

 

Cardinal Hume 
Centre Donations 

Senior girls have until 
next Tuesday to bring in 
donations for the 
Cardinal Hume Centre 
and each class box will be brought up 
at Mass on the first day of term. The 
chaplaincy team will deliver the goods 
in person which are gratefully received 
as stocks often run low after Christmas. 
Please bring in warm hats, scarves, 
gloves, toiletries and non-perishable 
foods and also in January any 
unwanted Christmas gifts of socks, 
winter woollens or toiletries – male and 
female – thank you.  

Christmas Jumper Day 

The Prep girls are enjoying their festive 
clothing day today but for senior girls, 
the last day of 
term will be the 
yearly ‘wear a 
Christmas jumper 
day’. Chaplaincy 
reps will be 
collecting a £1 
from everyone in 
their class which 
will go towards the school 
charities for the year.  

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

2951 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  First Week of Next Term is Week B 

Chaplain’s Corner—

Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NDS_Chaplaincy


 

 

Wheelchair for a teddy bear! 

‘A short time ago we were treated to a very inspirational 
speech by Fi Tillman.  Fi is an ex Notre Dame School girl and is 
now a GB Paralympian.  At the end of her speech Fi was 
presented with a ND teddy bear and Violet-Rose (3P) decided 
to design and make a wheelchair for the teddy! 

Well Done Violet-Rose!’ 

Mastery in Maths 

On Wednesday morning, 
our Junior Class Teachers 
went to a special training 
workshop run by the maths hub in Guildford, where they were 
able to see the best of the Shanghai system in action in a 
classroom. This was true Mastery in Maths at its best – raising 
standards and enriching the conceptual understanding of 
children (problem solving) who may otherwise simply become 
good at procedural maths (calculation). This type of 
experience is  invaluable in ensuring that our staff are informed 
of all the most relevant teaching practices, in order for us to 
provide the best education possible for your daughters. The 
Junior girls were treated to a morning of music, sport, dance, 
RE with the specialist teachers and a short mindfulness session 
with Miss D’Aprano.    

Miss Caverhill 

Christmas Lunch 

Huge thanks to Mandy 
and her team on 
preparing a delicious 
Christmas lunch for the 
Prep today! Seniors will 
enjoy their feast on 
Monday! 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

Bank of England, Target 2.0 
competition - Interest Rate Challenge 

Notre Dame took a team of Sixth Form Economists 
and Business students to take part in the annual 
Interest Rate Challenge. The team assumed the role 
of the Bank of England’s Monetary Policy Committee 
and in a presentation built a convincing case on what 
policy the MPC should now adopt. They had to  set 
out their view on current economic conditions and 
future economic prospects culminating in a policy 
recommendation aimed at meeting the inflation 
target. The girls were commended for creating a 
visually pleasing presentation and also for their 
thorough background to the current economic 
climate. in addition, they were able to provide 
excellent answers to the judges’ questions. Well done 
girls; Bank of England, we will be back next year!  

Follow us on twitter 
@NDS_SCIENCE 

Royal Institution Christmas Lectures  

New lectures will be broadcast in 
December but there is a great bank of old ones to 
look at - suitable for all ages 11-18 (and parents!) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00pmbqq/
episodes/guide 

A link has also been placed on the Chemistry page of 
Firefly 

Mrs Bantin 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
https://twitter.com/NDS_SCIENCE
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00pmbqq/episodes/guide
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00pmbqq/episodes/guide
https://flic.kr/s/aHskNfsTeo
https://flic.kr/s/aHskNfsTeo
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Food & Nutrition—Follow us on twitter: 
@NotreDame_FOOD 
Christmas Cake Decorating 
Competition 

We had an amazing time yesterday 
afternoon.  I was so please with all the competitors for their 
hard work and team work. 

Some fantastic cakes were made and decorated.  

Well done to EYQUEM (Rosie, Camilla and Neve Y8)  

Runners up MONTFERRANT (Maxene and Lily Y7) 

Mrs Anderson 
 
Languages—Follow us on twitter: 
@NDS_LANGUAGES 
Merry Christmas from the Prep Italian Club!  
Auguri!  

 
Korean Prize for Hannah! 

Hannah won 2nd prize in her age group at the British 
Korean Schools annual creative writing competition, 
which this year celebrated the 570th anniversary of 
Hangeul ( Korean written language). Her story was about 
a soldier in a popular Korean television drama called 
'Descendants of the Sun'. 

Year 6 Poetry 

WAR FOREVER 

War forever because everyone lies  

We fail because everyone cries 

My best friend’s gone, our innocence dies 

On top of the bodies, a blanket of flies 

War forever 

 

A mountain of dead bodies start to pile 

The guns you can see for miles and miles 

We give our lives while the general does his files 

From the battlefield I hear the call of Private Giles 

War forever 

 

The bullets tear holes through our men, who aren’t so 
wise 

The only food you could make was mud pies 

With the only flavour being the blood that cries 

From the holes torn a different size                                                         

War forever 

 

By Jessica P 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FOOD
https://twitter.com/NDS_LANGUAGES


 

 

Prep News 
Carol Service 
You are all warmly invited to our Whole School Carol 

Service on Monday 12 December at 7pm in the Sports 
Hall.  All girls in Years 3 to 8 will be involved as well as the 
Notre Dame Singers, Chamber Choir and Senior 
Orchestra.  Prep girls should arrive and go to their form 
rooms at 6:15pm.  Refreshments will be available for 
parents from 6:15pm outside the Sports Hall.  Girls should be 
dressed in winter uniform with tights, blazers and feast day 
ribbons.  Girls please bring your instruments in on Monday 
Morning.  We will be leaving them in the Sports Hall. 

Christmas Soirées Tuesday 6 December 

Congratulations to those girls who took part in the Guitar 
and Flute Christmas Concerts.  Thank you to Mr Mitchell and 
Miss Porter for putting together such lovely programmes – 
real festive treats.  

Goodbye and Good Luck to Mr Aspital 

We are very sad indeed to be announcing the departure of 
Jon Aspital at the end of this term.  Mr Aspital has worked 
here for five years, first as music administrator in the Prep 
department, after which he moved to piano and woodwind 
teaching.  Mr Aspital has given an enormous amount to the 
school in both his administration and teaching jobs and as 
accompanist and keyboard player at many shows and 
concerts for the school.  He has also run the gifted and 
talented group, Music Maestros, in the Prep department. 

Mr Aspital has been offered a position as keyboard player 
for an international touring show for the whole year, and we 
are delighted that he has this wonderful opportunity, and we 
wish him well.  We are appointing a new piano teacher to 
start in January and this will be confirmed to pupils’ parents 
as soon as possible.  

 DANCE  
Ballerinas of the Week: 

Year 5 Private Ballet Girls & Reception 

A big thank you to all my dancing girls for working so 
hard this term. Private Ballet begins week commencing 
9th January 2017. 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas  

Mrs Thomas  

Senior News  

Music 
May I say what a pleasure it has been working with your 
immensely talented daughters this term. They have been 
amazing and I have enjoyed every moment working with 
them. May I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and I 
hope to see many of you at the school’s Carol Service 
which takes place on Monday night at 7pm in the Sports 
Hall. 

ABRSM 

The ABRSM examinations ran smoothly, all 
day on Tuesday, with every student 
performing well under pressure, coping with 
their nerves and being very relieved when it 
was all over! They celebrated with a 
chocolate afterwards. I would particularly 
like to thank their teachers, the school’s merry band of 
visiting instrumental teachers who prepared the girls so 
admirably for these exams. I would also like to thank Miss 
Verkerk for her wonderful accompanying and Mrs Shaw 
for her tireless help in all areas making the day run so 
well. May I wish them a Happy Christmas break and look 
forward to a pleasing set of results once we receive 
them! 

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

Music Theory 
Congratulations to Sophie K on gaining Distinction in 

her Grade 3 Music theory examination! 

Mrs Shaw 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
Nursery Nativity 
Huge congratulations to the cast and crew of this beautiful 
Early Years Nativity! They really did set the scene for the 
Christmas period!  

Click on the collages to see the full Flickr gallery: 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Notre Dame Girls on the Radio  

Our fabulous Patron of 
Reading, Abi Elphinstone, 
is going to be featuring 
on Down the Rabbit Hole, 
a special radio show 
devoted to children’s 
books, on Resonance 
FM. She will be talking 
about Winter Magic, the collection of special stories she 
has curated and contributed to. Darcy A (6S) and Hannah 
B (5M) are reading short extracts from one of the stories 
from the book on the programme. Don’t forget to listen on 
27th December. ‘This date has not yet been confirmed so it 
may be a good idea to check the website for final details’ 
Here’s a link to the website and you may like to enjoy some 
of the earlier shows too.  

Books on TV at Christmas 

There are lots of films and programmes 
based on books on TV this Christmas. 
Highlights include the new animation of We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt on Christmas Eve and the TV 
premiere of Frozen (loosely based on The Snow Queen) on 
Christmas Day and How To Train Your Dragon 2 on Boxing 
Day. There are also old favourites such as The Gruffalo, 
Polar Express, Harry Potter, 101 Dalmatians and many 
more. A link to the full list is available for you to browse 
through on the library area of Firefly here Details of times 
and film classifications are included so that you check on 
suitability. This brilliant list is a mammoth task produced 
each year by Helen Smith the librarian at Eckington School.  

Christmas Mini-Reading Challenge 

Don’t forget to keep reading over this Christmas holiday 
and you may like to 
take part in the 
special Mini-
Challenge at your 
local public library. All 
you have to do is:  

 go to the website 
create your profile (or log in if you’ve already got one)  

 head down to your local library read any three books 
you like between 12 December 2016 and 6 January 
2017  

 then log them on the site to receive your special badge 
and reward video! 

So what are you waiting for…get down to 
your local library as soon as we break up 
and get involved.  

Wishing you and your families a happy 
and peaceful Christmas. 

Mrs Thompson 

   

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE
https://flic.kr/s/aHskQhd8jK
https://flic.kr/s/aHskQhd8jK
https://flic.kr/s/aHskQhd8jK
https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
http://dtrhradio.com/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/library/christmas
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/sign_up


 

 

Senior Library News 
In First News this week, there was a very interesting article 
under the title ‘Codebreaking’. 

“Bletchley Park, the famous site where German codes were 
solved during WW2, could be seeing a new set of 
codebreakers. There are plans to turn the building into a 
training college, teaching cybersecurity skills to 16 to 19 –
year-olds. If all goes ahead, the college will open in 2018.”  

This prompted a visit to the Bletchley Park website – which is 
full of fascinating information about its wartime and post-
war history, including the start- up of the Government 
Code and Cypher School (made up of a secret team of 
scholars and codebreakers); the breaking of the Enigma 
code and subsequent breaking of strategic ciphers.  

There is also an impressive education programme where 
students can explore mathematical encryption and 
coding techniques and solve codebreaking challenges; 
develop knowledge and understanding of Britain’s 
influence and role during WW2; and through interactive 
games, look at risks associated with the online environment 
and techniques to help keep themselves safe.  http://
www.bletchleypark.org.uk/ 

In the Senior Library we have books and Web-links (Eclipse 
Library System) on cryptology, codes ciphers and 
codebreaking (particularly during WW2) and will shortly be 
receiving the eagerly awaited GCHQ Puzzle Book. The 
book contains over 140 pages of codes, puzzles and 
challenges and proceeds will be donated to ‘Heads 
Together’ – a campaign spearheaded by the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry, ‘to tackle stigma, 
raise awareness and provide vital help for people with 
mental health challenges’. 

GCHQ, the UK’s Signals Intelligence and 
Cyber Security agency, is giving you the 
opportunity to test yourself against Britain’s 
leading codebreakers with the publication 
of its first ever puzzle book.  
 
We look forward to some cracking 
codebreaking sessions in the Library after 
Christmas! 

Mrs Finch  

The overall swimming results are; 

The overall running results are;  

Hannah McLeod- GB Hockey Visit 

The Year 5 and 6 girls were very lucky to have a visit from 
England Hockey player Hannah McLeod on Monday 5th 
December, where Hannah taught them tackling skills as 
well as coached them during game play. Hannah also 
signed sticks, shin pads and even PE bags for the girls who 
seemed to thoroughly enjoy her visit.  (click on the photo 
to see the full Flickr gallery) 

U9 Hockey Tournament  

Well done to the Yr4 girls who took part in the Downsend 
tournament on Monday 5th December. Despite some 
tough competition the girls still had a great time and 
learnt a lot from playing competitively against other 
schools. I hope all the girls will be able to attend the 
Hockey club next year, please look at the clubs list in 
January for the day and time.  

First Few fixtures in January  

 16th January 2017 – Year 4 (All girls) Hockey v Surbiton 
@ Hinchley Wood  

 16th January 2017- Year 5A Netball v Surbiton @ 
Hinchley Wood 

 20th January 2017- Yr3 Hockey v Twickenham @ ND 
3pm  

Clubs 

No sports clubs on Monday 12th due to the Carol Service 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 
Mrs Purgavie 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

GHS 
ND 
Danes Hill 

ND 
St Teresa’s 
GHS 

ND 
GHS 
St Georges 

Downsend 
Tormead 
ND 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Danes Hill 
ND 
GHS 

ND 
Danes Hill 
St Teresa’s 

ND 
Danes Hill 
GHS 

Danes Hill 
ND 
St Georges 

Splash and Dash results 

A huge well done to all the girls who represent the school at 
the Annual GHS Splash and Dash event on Friday 2nd De-
cember. The girls performed very well in the pool and the 
XC field, resulting in ND winning the event for the second 
year running. Mrs Jones and I are extremely proud of the 
girls and we will be going back next year for a 3rd win!  

https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://flic.kr/s/aHskMzrhGA
https://flic.kr/s/aHskQ4JjCq
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Hockey 

Congratulations to Talia A who has been 
selected to attend one of the England 
Hockey Player Pathway U15 Performance 
Centres which commences in January - 
this is the first year of this new system with 
several training days culminating in 
games at the end of the season.  

 

 

Inter house swimming Gala  
Well done to all the girls who participated in the inter house 
swimming gala, they all swam really well. It was a lovely 
event and a nice way to finish the term. The final results 
were: 4th place Montferrant with 29 points, 3rd place 
Montaigne with 40 points, 2nd place Eyquem with 42 points 
and the winners in 1st place were Lestonnac with 46 points. A 

    SENIOR  @NotreDame_SPORT 

Swimming Gala v Manor House 

Last Thursday Notre Dame hosted a friendly swimming 
gala against Manor House. Some of the Notre Dame 
team had not taken part in a gala against another school 
before and although some were a little nervous there was 
also a lot of excitement. After the individual races the 
score was close, Notre Dame 64 and Manor House 56. 
During the relay races our team showed its strength and 
stamina winning 5 out of the 6 relay races. It was a great 
team effort with each age group performing well. The final 
Gala score was Notre Dame 103 – Manor House 87. The 
year group split was Year 4 ND 31 – MH 29, Year 5 ND 34 – 
MH 26, and Year 6 ND 33 – MH 27. 

The girls all swam really well with lots of new records set. 
From Year 4: Chloe (FC), Cameron (FC & BK), Hayoon (BR), 
Seung-A (BR) and Zahara (FC). The swimmer of the night 
for year 4 was Cameron, well done, lovely Backstroke 
race. In Year 5 new records from: Hannah B (FC), Sophie T, 
(FC & BK), Ashleigh (FC & BR), Aoife (FC), Olivia B (FC), 
Katie (BK), Hannah V (BR & FC), and Ellie (BK). The Year 5 
swimmer of the night was shared by Aoife S and Olivia B. 
Aoife managed to improve her front crawl time from 
28.76 seconds to 22.25 seconds, that is an amazing 
improvement. Olivia B also managed to improve her front 
crawl from 22.16 seconds to 18.91, well done. In Year 6 
new records were set by: Anna G (FC & BK), Mabel (BR & 
FC), Jessica (Fly), Juha (FC & BR), Emily W (FC), and 
Darcey A (Fly). The Year 6 swimmer of the night was Anna 
G for both a brilliant backstroke and front crawl 
performance. 

Many thanks to Mrs Smith, Mrs Fox and the Swimming 
Captains for their help poolside, also to Mrs Purgavie and 
Miss Golding. 

Our next Gala is away against St Teresa’s on the 26th Jan. 
Letters will go out the first week we are back. Hope you all 
have a wonderful Christmas. 

Swimming clubs will start on Thursday 12th January.  

Mrs Jones 

massive thank you to the Sixth Form House Captains who 
were fantastic at supporting all the swimmers and ensured all 
the girls were at the start of their races. Also, a big thank you 
to the Year 9 captains who again helped make sure all their 
team were swimming in the correct races.  

The girls who participated in the 100m Individual Medley 
races swam very well too! The top 3 in each year were: 

 Year 7: 1st Katie C, 2nd Anya and 3rd Poppy 

 Year 8: 1st Maya, 2nd Verity and 3rd Katie G 
 Year 9: 1st Kayleigh, 2nd Hala and 3rd Victoria 

 The top 3 fastest swimmers overall were: 
  1st Kayleigh 1.21.45 (reigning champion from 2015) 
 2nd Hala 1.22.20 

 3rd Katie C 1.24.03 

 

Netball 

U12 and U13 v Prior’s Field 

Last Thursday netball matches were played against Prior’s 
Field School. Both the U12 A team and the U13 A team were 
involved in high standard matches with the two schools very 
evenly matched, which made for very exciting games. The 
U12 A team went goal for goal with Prior’s Field and showed 
good teamwork and resilience, they narrowly lost by just one 
goal, 11-10 to Prior’s Field, but gained a lot and were very 
well tested. The U13 A team had an equally close match 
and it was only in the last quarter when a couple of good 
interceptions by ND players enabled them to get ahead and 
win by 9 goals to 7. Well done to both teams for exciting and 
good standard netball. 

U12 and U13 v Howard of Effingham 

On Wednesday netball matches were played against 
Howard of Effingham School in activity time. The U12A team 
took control early on in their match and kept the pressure on 
throughout, displaying good teamwork and passing and 
went on to win by 27 goals to 8. The U13A team were 
involved in a very close game with both teams showing 
good attacking and defending skills; the final result was a 
narrow 18 goals to 16 win for Howard. Well played to both 
teams. 
Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Festive Fun Day! 

All of the children in Early Years had a wonderful time 
yesterday! Lots of creating, face-painting, exploring and 
a special visit to see Father Christmas with his reindeer! 

Even the older girls had a chance to join in the fun! 

Click on the collages to see the full Flickr gallery 

 

12 Dec Prep & Senior Carol Service—7pm School 

13 Dec End of Term at 12Noon School 

14—20Dec ND6 Ski Trip to Austria ND6  

5 Jan Staff Inset Day 

6 Jan Staff Inset Day 

9 Jan Year 7 Entrance Examinations 

10 Jan TERM STARTS School 

19 Jan FoND Meeting 9—10.30am School 

            Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

23 Jan Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr  

25 Jan Year 7 Parents’ Coffee Morning 8.45—9.45am 

Snr 

26 Jan Prep School to Polka Theatre 9—12.30pm Prep 

27 Jan Official Opening of the New AWP School 

            FoND Quiz Night 7pm School 

31 Jan Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Christmas Movie Night 

The girls enjoyed the Christmas Movie Night which was kindly 
sponsored by IGB Architect Ltd, a local architect company 
specialising in residential new builds and conversions.  The 

event raised £646. 

FoND would like to thank Sarah and Ivan Gale Brown (Y2) for 
organising this event and for help on the day from some 
parents, without whom this would not be possible.    

Quiz Night  

It’s time to get your teams ready for this popular annual 
event—Quiz Night! 

Date: Friday 27th January 

Click on the poster to book your place! Alternatively, please 
visit the FoND Upcoming Events Page on the school website. 

Fundraiser of the month: Lola Gonzalez (who 
raised £15.10 by ordering online via the 
Easyfundraising website) 

Current amount of supporters: 41 

Donations to date: £504.71 

 

N.B. 
Please collect your gift 
from reception on 
Monday 12 December  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND
https://fluencycontent-schoolwebsite.netdna-ssl.com/FileCluster/NotreDame/Mainfolder/forms/Quiz-Form-2017.pdf
https://flic.kr/s/aHskQ8RQdu
https://flic.kr/s/aHskQ8RQdu

