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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Welcome Back! 

A new year means we welcome new 

staff and pupils: 

New Staff: 

Prep 

Mrs Hughes—Prep Librarian 

Miss Barnes—Year 1 TA 

Miss Boyd—Year 3 Class Teacher 

Miss Kent—Year 5 Class Teacher 

Miss Murray—Year 5 Class Teacher 

Mrs Williams—Year 4 Class Teacher 

Senior 

Ms Best—History 

Mrs Bull—Biology 

Mrs Ford—Assistant Head—Pastoral 

Mrs Hughes—Physics 

Mr Lawley—ICT & Computer Science 

Ms Rowe—Theology 

New Pupils 

Prep 

Year 7  

RIP Mrs Williams 

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the 
passing of Mrs 
Bridget Williams, 
former 
Headmistress of 
Notre Dame 
Senior School. She 
will be 
remembered with 
gratitude and affection by her pupils 
and colleagues. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with her family. May she 
rest in peace. 

Bridget's funeral will be held on 
Tuesday 12th September at 11:00am 
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Cobham. Opposite Waitrose.  

Sarah, Bridget's daughter, is raising 
funds for Pancreatic Cancer 
research. If you would like to donate, 
the link can be found by clicking on 
the image above. 

Miss D’Aprano and Mrs King  

JUBILATION AS NOTRE DAME 

GIRLS CELEBRATE EXCELLENT A-

LEVEL RESULTS 

Year 13 celebrated their A-level Results 
with much excitement as grades were 
unveiled and university places 
secured. 

39% of all grades were A* and A with 
75% of girls gaining A*-B and the 
majority of students accepting their 
first choice University.   

We are delighted that the girls have 
accepted places at a diverse range 
of Russell Group Universities from 
Exeter, Bristol and Kings to Reading, 
Birmingham and Southampton.   

The girls’ teachers were on hand to 
congratulate them on their 
achievements and results. 

Mrs King said; “We are very proud of 
all our students.  They have worked so 
hard and thoroughly deserve their 
success” 

Click on the image to see the full 
gallery  

3168 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  Next Week is Week A 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://flic.kr/s/aHsm2W7y4D
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/in-memory-of-bridget-williams


 

 

GCSE SUCCESS FOR NOTRE DAME GIRLS 
 
 57% of girls achieved A*/A   

 82% A*-B  

 15% grade 9 (high A*)  

 30% grade 8/9 (A* equivalent) in maths and English   

 1 in 5 girls achieved at least 10 A*/A or equivalent 
grades   

 45% of girls achieved at least six A*/A or equivalent 
grades 

Notre Dame students celebrated achieving outstanding 

results for their GCSCEs, embracing the new grading 

system and beating the national average by a significant 

margin.  

Mrs King said; 

“Excellent teaching from dedicated and 

inspirational staff, together with the students’ 

exemplary diligence and determination has led to 

a superb set of GCSE results.  We are so proud of all 

our students. “ 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

Welcome Year 12 

Welcome Back Year 13 

Introducing Head Girl and Her Team: 

Head Girl: Manon L (Centre L) 

Deupty Head Girl: Maddie M (Centre R) 

Prefects L-R Munia Z, Niamh R, Holly R, Maya E, Ella M, 
Manon L, Maddie M, Jade W, Jasmin M, Laura K,  
Tabby D, Francesca B 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
https://flic.kr/s/aHsm3Th5Wu
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Sometimes it’s appropriate to take things literally, but more 
often than not, it’s important to think around scenarios and 
also to use our common sense. Something this cake 
decorator could have done with employing when asked to 
make two cakes with ‘Happy Birthday’ piped on both.   
 
In our start of year reflections, we’ve considered, as staff, 
how teams work best when everyone tries to consider others’ 
points of view as well as their own, making them more likely 
to succeed. It doesn’t mean letting someone else think they 
are right if they are clearly wrong, but it does demonstrate 
understanding, mercy and compassion and can help keep 
lines of communication open. 
 
A school team, or community, is made up of staff, students 
and parents. The Company of Mary Our Lady firmly believes 
that we ‘are all educators’. This means that if we value each 
individual equally and all of us play a part in creating the 
environment in which we educate, it will contribute to us 
having a very happy new school year.  
 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with all those affected by the 
storms and hurricanes. 
 

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

 

Holiday News 

Poppy Donates Hair to Charity 
Poppy had her hair cut this week to 

donate to Little Princess Trust who make 
wigs for children with cancer. Her 
Grandpa died of cancer in January so 
she did this in his honour. We are very 
proud of her! 

Angelina Runs 105 KM! 

On the back of a little comment on her school report 
'Angelina should continue to try and run every day’, I 
wanted to send you this. She has had her moments but 
she has been mostly willing and determined to do what 
was asked of her and she has run 2-3km, 4-5 times a 
week, every week. We worked out between the 3 
countries we visited over the holidays (Greece, Italy and 
Scotland) that she ran approximately 105 kilometres 
over 7 weeks. Well done Angelina! We are very proud of 
you! 

Pippa the Record Breaker! 
Pippa E (Year 12) has had an incredible summer! 
Sainsbury's UK School Games - Gold. 
England National 
Champion 80m Hurdles - 
Gold- set new BRITISH 
RECORD! 
Commonwealth Youth 
Games in Bahamas U18 
100m hurdles 4th - 
represented England. 
U17 100m Hurdles UK 
ranked 2nd on all time list. 
ISF World Schools 
Championships - Gold 
medley relay with WORLD 
SCHOOLS RECORD. 
Gold Team Cup (6 
athletes covering 10 
events) with WORLD 
SCHOOLS RECORD, 
Bronze Long jump, Bronze 
100m U18 Hurdles-England 
Team (Boys and Girls) World 
Schools Champions -
represented England  

 Wow! Huge achievements! 

 
 

Emma Plays for England 

Emma A-B spent her summer 
playing Backstop for the England 
U16 team. 

Chaplain’s Corner—Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_Chaplaincy


 

 

Prep News 
Welcome Back 

Welcome back from the Prep Music Department to an 
exciting new term of music in the Prep School. This term we 
look forward to the Harvest Mass, the November Mass, the 
Nursery and Infant Nativities, the Lestonnac Choir Care 
Home trip and the Carol Service. We will also begin 
learning music for the Year 3 and 4 production in February.  

Musical Instruments, Clubs and Ensembles  

Music clubs and ensembles will be starting in the week of 
26 September, but some paid clubs and ensembles may 
start before then, and you will hear from the club director if 
this is the case. For Junior girls, in their first or second lesson 
with Mrs Shaw girls will get an opportunity to sign up for 
instrumental lessons or for clubs and I will be sending forms 
home with them. Infant girls who want to join a club or 
ensemble, or learn an instrument, should speak to Mrs 
Bryant in their Music lesson. 

Mrs Shaw 

Senior News  

Welcome back!  

We have a busy year ahead and I very much look forward to 

working with you in the numerous ensembles and choir 

rehearsals.  

Thank you to those girls who have been rehearsing this week 

for the Requiem Mass for former Headmistress Mrs Bridget 

Williams. 

 

Mr Black 

 DANCE  
Welcome to the Autumn Term. I hope 
you all had a wonderful summer and 

are full of energy for the new school 
year. 

Please remember to always come to dance class 
wearing full dance uniform. 

Reception, Year 1 & 2 girls Pink RAD ballet leotard and 
skirt, pink socks, ballet shoes / boys navy shorts, white 
tshirt, white socks, black ballet shoes 

Year 3 & 4 Navy Blue RAD leotard, waist elastic, pink 
socks, ballet shoes 

Year 5 & 6 PE Kit, ballet or jazz shoes (No trainers) 

NO JEWELLERY, HAIR IN PONY TAIL OR BUN 

Private Ballet classes begin next week, please see 
timetable below.  If your daughter is interested in joining 
contact me on rthomas@notredame.co.uk 

I look forward to seeing you all next week. 

Mrs Thomas  

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

Whole School News 

ABRSM 
Congratulations to 
everyone who took a 
music examination last 
term – all candidates 
passed.   

The results can be found 
on the music page of 
Firefly or by clicking on this 
badge 

 

Mrs Shaw and Mr Black 

mailto:rthomas@notredame.co.uk
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-3/latest-abrsm-results
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Prep 

Reception were so excited to be on the stage for their very 
first drama lesson this term! We think they are going to love 
the limelight! #noinhibitions 

Miss Fletcher 

Senior 
LAMDA Private Drama Timetable starts next 
week 

Mrs Treherne, Miss Graham and Mrs Humphreys will be 
starting their LAMDA teaching timetables from Monday 11th 
September and would like to welcome all students back to 
a new term.   

 

We would like to see all new Year 7 students after lunch at 
1:40pm on Monday 11th September to put you into your 
teaching groups.  If you are a new student in Years 8 and 
upwards and are unsure of your teaching group or time, 
don’t worry!  Please come along and see us or email us 
directly and we will make sure that you are put into the right 
group.   

 

If you are already in an established LAMDA group, please 
look out for the timetables on the Drama Notice Board and 
on Mrs Treherne’s door in the Drama Office to see when 
your first lesson time will be.    A reminder that all Year 7 to 9 

lessons will be scheduled on a revolving carousel, lessons in 
Year 10 and 11 will be given a lunchtime session and sixth 
form lessons will be arranged in study periods.   

Thank you,  

Miss Graham and Mrs Treherne  

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Welcome Mrs Hughes 

I have had a wonderful welcome to Notre Dame Prep 
and cannot wait to meet all the girls and get to know 
them! I feel very lucky to have such a lovely place to 
work! 

Mrs Hughes 

Senior Library News 
Summer book 
reviews are 
flooding into the 
Senior Library at a 
faster rate than 
Hogwarts letters 
going to Harry 
Potter. We very 
much look 
forward to 
reading them and listening to the students discuss what 
they have read over the summer. 

During Library lessons, Years 7, 8 and 9 will be given new 
Reading Passports. This is a popular scheme where 
students ‘travel through’ their passports by reading books 
of different genres; complete book reviews and acquire 
stamps. Once the passport is full a Notre Dame Book 
Award is given. We were delighted that so many were 
awarded last year. We also gave out lots of book worm 
badges for great attitudes towards reading.   

Mrs Finch  

 

Opro Visit 

It isn’t too late to sign up for the 
OPRO visit on Monday 11th 
October. Opro will take 
impressions for a custom fit 
mouth guard for your daughter. 
They provide mouth guards for 
both the England Hockey and 
England Rugby teams and come highly recommend from 
a number of schools in the area.  

This is an optional service, however all girls will require a 
mouth guard from year 2 – year 11.  If you are interested 
in having a mouth guard fitted using this service please 
book your place on the Opro Website; www.Opro.com . 

New Hockey Coach  

Notre Dame have now made a link with 
Surbiton Hockey Club, which is an exciting 
new partnership. The girls will receive 1 hour’s 
coaching each week during their PE lessons 
from girls from Year 2- 6, taking advantage 
of our facility.  

New Tennis Coach and Timings 

I am very excited to announce that 
Ben Cullen will be taking over the 
tennis coaching at Notre Dame as of 
this term. With 10 years’ experience 
both in UK and in Spain, France and 
USA, Ben has gained both playing 
experience and qualifications. He 
has worked with all standards of 
players from mini tennis up to 
National Juniors in Europe and USA, including 5 years on a 
mini tennis programme with 4-9yr olds.  

His Qualifications are; 

• LTA Licensed Coach 
• LTA Level 4 Senior Performance Coach 
• Performance Competition Coach through Sanchez 
Casal Academy 

Body Coach- Live Workout 

On Monday 11th September at 10am the Notre Dame girls 
will be taking part in a LIVE work out, run by The Body 
Coach- Joe Wicks, this is a nationwide incentive to get 
schools active for 
the start of term, 
his simple aim is 
to  ‘get kids 
moving.’ All girls 
will come to 
school in their PE 
kit, with their 
uniform brought 
in to change 
afterwards.   

 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Prep After Care 

Please be aware that After Care will be taking place now in 
the Prep School library, still under the wing of Mrs Gerbais. 

If you are collecting then please park in Car Park 2(Statue 
Car Park) and come in via the Front Office where one of 
the ladies on the Front Desk will direct you through. 

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
http://www.Opro.com
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
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Netball 
A great start to the term with 40 year 7 girls 

keen to play!  

We also had a great turn-out of 37 Yr 8 girls at netball 
trials last night  

Mrs Marsh 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Sports Clubs  

After school sports Clubs will start on Monday 25th 
September 

 Monday –Year 3 and 4 Netball / Hockey 

 Tuesday – Year 5 and 6 Netball /Hockey 

The full clubs list will be sent out in due course, this will 
include morning and activity break sports clubs.  

Fixtures this term  

 Tuesday 12th September – U8- U11 Cross Country @ St 
Catherine’s Bramley  

 Monday 2nd October- U9 and U11 Cross Country @ 
Ripley Court 2:30pm 

 Tuesday 3rd October- U11 A and B Netball v Halstead 
AWAY 4:30pm 

 Saturday 7th October– Open Morning Training Session 
Years 3 and 4 only 

 Monday 9th October – U8-U11 Cross Country @ Guilford 
High Stoke Park 4:10pm 

 Tuesday 10th October- U11 A- B Hockey @ ND 2:45pm , 
U11 C-D Hockey @ Downsend 3:15pm  

 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

As advised at the new parents meeting I will be 
assessing all the new girls from year 2 – 6 on 
Tuesday 12th September. Please ensure they 
have their swimming kit in school on that day.  

Over the next couple of weeks I will be timing and 
assessing the girls in their swimming lessons with a view to 
selecting the girls for the various swimming squads. Please 
ensure your daughter has her swimming kit in school and 
that all Jewellery is removed. 

If selected the clubs will be at the following times: 

 Yr 1 & 2 – Tuesday 3.30 – 4.10pm 

 Yr 3 & 4 – Tuesday 4 – 5.00pm 

 Yr 5 & 6 – Thursday 4 – 5.00pm 

Most home galas will take please on a Thursday after 
school, if selected  to be in the gala the first galas are:- 

 Thurs 12th October – St Teresa’s Away 

 Thurs 9th November – Rowan Home 

 Thurs 30th November – Manor House Home 

 Tues 5th December – St Hilary’s Home 

Letters will be given out to the girls involved nearer the 
time. 

The swimming clubs will start on the following dates: 

 Yr 1 – 2 – Tuesday 19th September 

 Yr 3 & 4 – Tuesday 19th September 

 YR 5 & 6 – Thursday 21st September 

Please ensure swimming kits and goggles are named and if 
your daughter is not swimming for any reason please send in 
a note or email. 

Mrs Jones 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Welcome to our new pupils! 

Nursery 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

11 Sep Year 10 Information Evening 7.30—8.30pm Snr 

12 Sep Requiem Mass for the Late Mrs Bridget Williams  
             at  Sacred Heart Cobham 11am 

           Prep Welcome Evening  Rec-Y6   7—8.30pm Prep 

13 Sep Year 12 Information Evening 7—8.30pm ND6 
16 Sep Year 6 Challenge Day Year 6 

18—22 Sep Year 5 PGL Trip to Wye Valley Prep 

19 Sep ND6 Open Evening 7—9pm Snr 

20 Sep A Level Biology Trip ND6 

22—25 Sep Y11 & ND6 Art Trip to Venice Snr 

24—29 Sep Year 6 French Trip Prep 

25 Sep Y8 Maths Trip Snr 

26 Sep DofE Parents Meeting 4.15—5pm Snr 

            AS Latin Trip to Cambridge Snr 

27 Sep Y8 Latin Trip to Butser Farm Snr 

28 Sep FoND Committee Meeting 9—11am School 

29 Sep Year 7,9, 10 & 12 & new pupils individual photos Snr 

3 Oct Year 7 Reflection Day Snr 

4 Oct Nursery & Prep individual photos Prep 

          Y7 Parents Cheese and Wine Evening 7.30—9pm Snr 

6—9 Sep Year 11 Geography  Fieldtrip Snr 

7 Oct Open Morning 9.30—11.30am School 

11 Oct Y9 & 11 Food Science Challenge 3.10—4.10pm Snr 

12 Oct Nursery & Prep Class Photos Prep 

13 Oct Mufti Day for Rag Week Snr 

16—18 Oct Rag Week Snr 

19—27 Oct  Half Term School 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Nearly New Uniform Shop 

The nearly new uniform shop will open next Friday and every 
other Friday from 3.15 until 4.  Plus if anyone has anything they 
wish to sell or donate they can drop it in at that time. 

Any questions, please ask me or call 07703 546172. 

Many thanks 

Gayle Douglas 

Money Raised To Date: £1,004.83  

Supporters: 70 

Prep Welcome Evening  for Rec—Year 6 Parents 

Our Welcome Evening for all parents Rec—Year 6 will be 
held next Tuesday evening (Sep 12th) from 7pm.  

The evening will be a great opportunity to meet your daugh-
ter's class teacher,visit their classroom and find out about the 
year ahead. It's an ideal moment, over a drink and some 
nibbles, to meet other parents from the same year group. All 
classes have new starters. 

Miss D'Aprano will also be speaking in the theatre about the 
focus for the Prep School and a number of exciting new initi-
atives. 

Please park in Car Park 4, in the Senior School, and enter via 
the Montaigne Theatre entrance. 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible. 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND

