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The Week @NotreDameCobham 
Notre 

Dame Geography 
Department Awarded 
a Secondary 
Geography Quality 
Mark and Centre of 
Excellence status: in 
recognition of 
excellence in teaching and 
learning in geography 

The Geographical Association (GA) 
is delighted to announce the 
Secondary Geography Quality 
Mark (SGQM) awardees September 
2017. 

The SGQM is a prestigious award 
which recognises quality and 
progress in geography leadership, 
curriculum development and 
learning and teaching in schools. All 
the award winners undergo a 
rigorous moderation process, and 
the team of assessors were hugely 
impressed by the manner in which 
all are continuing to embrace new 
and innovative approaches to 
teaching geography. The SGQM 
recognises student attainment, 
progress and achievement in 
geographical knowledge, 
understanding, values and skills, 
and sets expectations about the 
quality of teaching in geography. It 
promotes effective subject 
leadership and management, 
helping subject leaders raise the 
standards of geography in their 
schools. 

In 2017, 16 schools (including 10 
Field Studies Centres) were awarded 
the coveted Centre of Excellence 
status. These hubs 
of excellence are 
pivotal to the GA’s 
desire to spread 
good practice 
through the 
development of 
local networks of teachers. The 
Centre of Excellence award 
recognises a school’s contribution to 
disseminating quality approaches to 
the teaching of geography, global 
learning and fieldwork. In these 
centres geography is managed by 
enthusiastic curriculum leaders who 
are able to inspire their colleagues.  

Mrs Griffiths 

Geography—Follow us 

on twitter 

@NotreDame_GEOG 

It has become common place to 
read exhortations reminding us to be 
aware of how short life is, so much so 
that they have possibly ceased to 
have the impact they once did. 
However, we only need to witness the 
devastating scenes in the Caribbean 
and mainland America this week to 
bring that message home once 
more. Sometimes we can feel 

helpless in the face of such 
overwhelming need but the story of 
the boy and the starfish can help us 
know that even a little help can make 
a difference.  

Early one morning, an old man was 
walking along the ocean shore after a 
huge storm and found the beach 
littered with starfish as far as the eye 
could see. Off in the distance, he 
noticed a small boy. As the boy 
walked, he paused every so often to 
bend down and throw something into 
the sea. The old man asked what he 
was doing. The boy replied “Throwing 
starfish into the ocean. The tide has 
washed them up and they can’t return 
to the sea by themselves. When the 
sun gets high, they will die, unless I 
throw them back into the water.”  The 
man said to him “But there must be 
tens of thousands of starfish on this 
beach. I’m afraid you won’t really be 
able to make much of a 
difference.”  The boy bent down, 
picked up yet another starfish and 
threw it as far as he could into the 
ocean. Then he turned, smiled and 
said, “It made a difference to that 
one!”  ‘Share with the Lord’s people 
who are in need’ Romans 12.13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

3190 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  Next Week is Week A 

Chaplain’s Corner—

Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 
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RIP Mrs Bridget Williams 

We were extremely proud of our senior 
choir who sang so beautifully at the 
Requiem Mass. So many past pupils 
and staff were also gathered to pay 
their respects to former Headmistress 
of the senior school.  

Her family would like to raise as much 
money as possible for the Pancreatic 
Cancer Research Fund in Bridget's 
Memory. If you would like to donate  
please click on the image: 

 
Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_Trips 
 
On Monday, Year 5 will be away on the PGL trip. The 

following week, Year 6 will be off to France, the U13 netball 
players will be off to a netball camp and Year 11 and ND6 will 
be off on the art trip to Venice. Please do follow our trips 
account for all these trips so that you can see what the girls are 
up to and of course get the latest updates on timings etc. 

Follow us on twitter @NotreDame_ND6 

What are our school rules? The sixth form 
explain  

Teambuilding  

The Sixth Form started off the week with a teambuilding 

workshop: #pastoralcare  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New hashtag #ND6cess #success  

 

 

Advice on 
happiness 
from happy 
girls!  

 

 

 

 

Subtle hints for the future! #ND6  

 

 

 

 

Our aspirations for #ND6  

 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
We are really looking forward to welcoming 
prospective ND6 girls at our open evening next 
Tuesday 19th September—7-9pm 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_Trips
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
https://twitter.com/hashtag/pastoralcare?src=hash
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/in-memory-of-bridget-williams?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_content=In-memory-of-Bridget-Williams&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=eq3bb5P2D
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Art—Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_ART 

Prep Art Club 

It was a hive of activity at the first art lesson of term. They 
have started to construct Cloud sculptures! 

Forest School 

This year we will be extending our Forest School.  Mrs Skuse is 
our new Forest School Leader and she will be taking the 

older Nursery children, Reception and Year 1 groups for 
their weekly afternoon outdoor sessions.  The children will 
be put into small groups to make sure that they benefit 
from the whole Forest School experience.  Your class 
teacher will let you know which group your child will be 
in and they will explain how many sessions of Forest 
School the children will take part in.  Please remember 
to bring in a waterproof jacket, waterproof trousers and 
wellington boots 
as Forest School 
runs in all 
weathers and it 
is important that 
all of the 
children have 
the correct 
clothing. We are 
looking forward 
to exploring and 
investigating our 
wonderful 
woodland here at Notre Dame. 

Four Titles for Kakou 

Congratulations to Kakou N (Year 6) on winning four 
Grade 3 Regional tennis tournaments this summer! 

 

Bronze for Anna at Surrey Country 
Championships! 

Anna competed on Saturday 9 
September in the Surrey County 
Championships 4x300m Relay 
and her team won bronze.  

 

Anna also competed in the 
4x100m relay on the same day 
finishing in the 4th place  

 

 

Three Distinctions for Olivia! 
Olivia B (Year 6) took her Grade 3 

Royal Ballet exam this summer and 
gained Distinction. In addition she 
gained another Distinction for her 
Musical Theatre and Distinction with 
100% for her LAMDA Grade 2! 
Well done indeed! 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ART


 

 

Prep News 
Musical Instruments, Clubs and Ensembles  

Music clubs and ensembles will be starting in the week of 
26 September, but some paid clubs and ensembles may 
start before then, and you will hear from the club director if 
this is the case. For Junior girls, in their first or second lesson 
with Mrs Shaw girls will get an opportunity to sign up for 
instrumental lessons or for clubs and I will be sending forms 
home with them. Infant girls who want to join a club or 
ensemble, or learn an instrument, should speak to Mrs 
Bryant in their Music lesson. 

Mrs Shaw 
 

Whole School News 

ABRSM Exams 

The internal deadline for ABRSM exams is Friday 22 
September.  If you think that your daughter should be 
taking a music exam this term, please discuss this with your 
daughter’s instrumental teacher.  If you have any questions 
please contact Mrs Shaw  jshaw@notredame.co.uk.  The 
board usually contact us with a date around about half 
term, after which all candidates will receive letters and 
permission slips.  

Senior News  

Requiem Mass for Bridget Williams 

Notre Dame Girls did the school proud this week by singing 
so beautifully at the Sacred Heart Church in Cobham, for the 
funeral of Mrs Bridget Williams, past head teacher of the 
school. Just a few days into the start of a new term, the choir  
learnt an Anthem, a Psalm and three congregational Hymns. 
The girls really sang these pieces beautifully, making the 
whole service a very moving, dignified and memorable 
experience and I know that the family were touched by both 
the quality of their voices and the level of service they 
showed to the school and the wider community. Thank you 
very much girls. 

Calamity Jane  

Rehearsals of the school production of Calamity Jane 
got well underway this week with the cast starting to learn 
many of the famous songs from this Musical. For 
example,  – “The Deadwood Stage”, “Secret Love” and 
“Take Me Back To The Black Hills Of Dakota” best of luck 
to all those who are taking part! 

Year 7 induction day 

Three girls from Year 8 (pictured) were very courageous 
as they each performed a solo item to the new Year 7 
pupils and their parents, on Wednesday last week. They 
helped showcase the music department by performing 
pieces from classical to jazz, to music theatre. A big 
thank you goes to Manasa, Katy and Roisin.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

 DANCE  
Year 1 were excited for their first dance 
class of the year! Don’t they look gorgeous! 
 

Year 3 Private Ballet Girls ready to dance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Thomas 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
Reception enjoyed acting out shoe shopping! We start them 
young these days!! 

Miss Fletcher 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

 LAMDA—Prep 

I am delighted with the results of the Acting exams that were 
taken in the Summer term. All the girls worked hard to achieve 
their results. 

Alexia W…Distinction 
Ciara S…Distinction 
Chloe G…Distinction 
Mia S…Distinction 
Hannah V…Distinction 
Elizabeth F…Distinction 
Olivia B…Distinction 
Alice C…distinction 
Olive J…Distinction 
Juliette F...Distinction 
Daisy P…Distinction 
Isabella D E…Distinction 
Emily W…Distinction 
Darcey A…Distinction 
Emily S…distinction 
Sophia M…Distinction 
Jemima J…Distinction 
Grace G…Merit 
Helena C (Acting) Merit 
Helena C (Verse and Prose) Merit 
Chewon C…Merit 

If you would like your daughter to take LAMDA lessons, I still 
have a few spaces. Please contact me at 
cwighton@notredame.co.uk 

Mrs C Wighton 

Senior 

We have had a huge number of girls auditioning over the 
last 2 days and the standard has been very high leaving 
Miss Graham and Mrs Hehir with some very tough 
decisions to make!  

Miss Graham and Mrs Hehir 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE
mailto:cwighton@notredame.co.uk


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Roald Dahl Day 

On Wednesday the 13th 
September the Prep 
Library celebrated Roald 
Dahl Day, on what would 
have been the 
famous 
author's 101st 
birthday! The girls 
enjoyed a display of 
his books and a 
Library Quiz of twenty 
questions on his life 
and works, which 
they answered with 
great 
enthusiasm. He is 
one of the most popular authors in the Prep Library and 
his books are always in demand. 

“So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, 

Go throw your TV set away, 

And in its place you can install 

A lovely bookshelf on the wall.” 

From: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Chatterbooks Book Club for Year 6 

The Chatterbooks Club will be 
returning on Wednesday 4th 
October. This weekly club is 
especially for keen readers in 
Year 6 and promotes reading in 
a fun, lively and hands on way 
and was very popular with the 
girls involved last year. It will take 
place in the Prep Library at 8.15am each Wednesday 
morning. 

If your daughter is interested in joining the Chatterbooks 
Club this year, she will need a letter from Mrs Hughes to 
be signed by her parent/guardian and returned to 
school as soon as possible. If you need any more 
information please ask Mrs Hughes. 

Mrs Hughes 

Senior Library News 

The Body Coach Work Out! 

We kicked off the week and ended it with a fantastic Body 
Coach Hiit workout! 

St Catherine’s XC 

Well done to the 
ND girls who took 
part in their first 
cross country 
competition on 
Tuesday at St 
Catherine’s. The 
girls ran very well 
in their first 
competition of 

 SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

The death 200 years ago of the famous author Jane Austen 
is being marked nationwide with ceremonies, festivals, 
statue unveilings and there is even a new £10 design. The 
question many ask is why in an age of social media is a 
woman who wrote about the 18th century landed gentry still 
‘trending’? Marilyn Joice, chairman of the northern branch 
of the Jane Austen society believes this is because, ‘She’s 
writing about people and their problems, their dysfunctional 
families, why, and even if, women should marry. Those 
issues were relevant then, and they’re relevant now.’ 

In the Classics section of the Library we display all of Jane 
Austen’s novels and hold DVDs showing films and TV 
adaptations. There are also many study guides which 
analyse her works.  

Jane Eyre was also one of the summer holiday reads for the 
Year 8s and prompted impressive book reviews including 
one from Scarlett Trotman: 

 ‘My favourite part of the book was when Jane found out 
she had cousins. I liked this because she had had difficult 
circumstances and finally something good happened to 
her.’ 

‘The story was quite gripping at moments like the fire.’ 

‘The character felt real because of the amount of 
description written in the book.’ 

‘I would recommend this book to readers who like classics 
and enjoy their language and old ways. 

There were also comments from other students about the 
language used and how it helped to extend vocabulary. 
Classics will continue to be included in the Passport 
scheme and recommended holiday reading. 

Mrs Finch  

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
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Netball 

Year 7 v Manor House 
Four Year 7 teams started the season with some great 
games against Manor House this week resulting in a 
draw, two good wins and a loss by just one goal!  

U16 v Manor House 

Super skills and determined play against Manor House 

resulted in ND U16A winning 15-9, U16B ND winning 14-5  

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

the year, delivering great results for the school.  

The team results were; 

 
 
 
 

Well done to Sabrina from Year 4 who won out only 
individual medal, Sabrina was 2nd in the U9 race.  

I hope to see most of them at cross country club on 
Monday activity break, this club is open to all girls from 
years 3-6 and will start on Monday 18th September.  

Hockey at Notre Dame  

Fred’s first week at ND has been a huge success, the girls 
seemed to have enjoyed returning to school to play 
hockey and Fred has been very impressed with the girls’ 
skills. Those who didn’t have their mouth guards or shin 
pads need to remember these for next week. I will deliver 
the OPRO mouth guards to the girls when they are 
delivered.  

Tennis with Ben Cullen 

The girls have had their taster sessions with Ben this week, 
which has run very successfully. I have e-mailed most of 
the parents whose daughters have attended for them to 
sign up and contact Ben, however if you would like Ben’s 
details to join the tennis please let me know.  

Clubs  

After school sports Clubs will start on Monday 25th 
September 

 Mondays –Year 3 and 4 Netball / Hockey 

 Tuesdays – Year 5 and 6 Netball /Hockey 

The full after school activity list will be sent out in due 
course, this will include morning and activity break sports 
clubs.  

Fixtures this term  

 Monday 2nd October- U9 and U11 Cross Country @ 
Ripley Court 2:30pm 

 Tuesday 3rd October- U11 A and B Netball v Halstead 
AWAY 4:30pm 

 Saturday 7th October– Open Morning Training Session 
Years 3 and 4 only 

 Monday 9th October – U8-U11 Cross Country @ Guilford 
High Stoke Park 4:10pm 

 Tuesday 10th October- U11 A- B Hockey @ ND 2:45pm , 
U11 C-D Hockey @ Downsend 3:15pm  

 Wednesday 11thOctober- U11 and U10 A and B Netball 
v Bishopsgate AWAY 3:30pm 

Sports Twitter 

Don’t forget to follow us on twitter @NotreDame_SPORT 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

ND U8 Second Place 

ND U10   Second Place 

ND U11 Third Place 

Swimming Squad 

Please note that the Infant Swimming Squad will 
not now start until Tuesday 26th September. I need 
to see the girls for another lesson before I select 
the girls I would like to attend. 

The Year 3 & 4 swimming squad will start as planned on 
Tuesday 19th Sept, although at present I have only selected 
a few girls as again I need to see some of the girls again 
before I make my decision.  

Please bear with me as I need a little more time to see all 
the new pupils swim. 

The Year 5 & 6 swimming squad will start on Thursday 21st 
Sept although the year 5’s will be away the year 6 can start 
their training. 

Mrs Jones 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

The Clever Caterpillar Class have settled into nursery 

very well!"  

18—22 Sep Year 5 PGL Trip to Wye Valley Prep 

19 Sep ND6 Open Evening 7—9pm Snr 

20 Sep A Level Biology Trip ND6 

22—25 Sep Y11 & ND6 Art Trip to Venice Snr 

24—29 Sep Year 6 French Trip Prep 

25 Sep Y8 Maths Trip Snr 

26 Sep DofE Parents Meeting 4.15—5pm Snr 

            AS Latin Trip to Cambridge Snr 

27 Sep Y8 Latin Trip to Butser Farm Snr 

28 Sep FoND Committee Meeting 9—11am School 

29 Sep Year 7,9, 10 & 12 & new pupils individual photos  

                                                                                     Snr 

3 Oct Year 7 Reflection Day Snr 

4 Oct Nursery & Prep individual photos Prep 

   Y7 Parents Cheese and Wine Evening 7.30—9pm Snr 

6—9 Sep Year 11 Geography  Fieldtrip Snr 

7 Oct Open Morning 9.30—11.30am School 

11 Oct Y9 & 11 Food Science Challenge 3.10—4.10pm  

                                                                                     Snr 

12 Oct Nursery & Prep Class Photos Prep 

13 Oct Mufti Day for Rag Week Snr 

16—18 Oct Rag Week Snr 

19—27 Oct  Half Term School 

 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Money Raised To Date: £1,014.78  

Supporters: 70 

FoND Winter Ball 

Nearly New Uniform Shop 

The nearly new uniform shop will open today and every other 
Friday from 3.15 until 4.  Plus if anyone has anything they wish 
to sell or donate they can drop it in at that time. 

Any questions, please ask me or call 07703 546172. 

Many thanks  

Gayle Douglas 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
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