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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Advent 

We began the season of Advent last 
Friday with an assembly about the 
meaning of Advent and Reception 
helped Miss D’Aprano to light the 
candles on the Advent Wreath while 
we all sang the song ‘Light a 
Candle’  

Winning Christmas Card design 

for 2017 

Congratulations to Isabella B on this 
beautiful design! We look forward to 
sending them out to our community!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Christmas with His 

Reindeer 

The Tree House was transformed into a 
‘Winter Wonderland’ today and all of 
the Prep children were able to visit 
Father Christmas and receive a 
special present! 

Awe and Wonder 

Reception stopped to admire the 
Nativity Scene outside the Chapel 
after their performance in the theatre! 

3264 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  

Christmas Jumper Day  

On the last day of 
term, Dec 15th, 
the whole school 
will wear their 
Christmas jumpers in line with National 
Christmas Jumper Day!  

Next Week is Week B 

Chaplain’s Corner—
Follow us on twitter 
@NDS_Chaplaincy 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Advent?src=hash
https://twitter.com/NDS_Chaplaincy


 

 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_Trips 
 

Year 8 History Trip to Hampton Court Palace  
Year 8 went on a History Trip to Hampton Court Palace in order 
to complement the topic that they have been studying in 
lessons on the Tudors and the religious rollercoaster.  The girls all 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and the trip brought the history they 
have been studying to life by giving them an opportunity to 
walk in the footsteps of King Henry VIII himself. Here are two 
accounts of the day written by the girls.   

On 23rd November Year 8 went on a trip to Hampton Court.  
We were greeted by a tour guide and taken on a tour of the 
palace.  We learnt many new facts and were impressed by the 
tapestries which are priceless.  We also learnt about the 
background of the palace and how it was built by Cardinal 
Wolsey to show off his power and wealth.  We then had some 
lunch, after we very much enjoyed an adventure in the maze.  
Luckily we managed to get out with no loss of children.  We 
then took part in a workshop and learnt about the religious 
turmoil of the Tudors.  We found out that it was a bit like a see- 
saw where the monarchs changed from being Catholic to 
Protestant and back again.  Some of us took part in a selfie 
competition where we had to get pictures of us in different 
locations.  Finally we went to the shop to get souvenirs to 
remind us of the trip.  

By Katie C  

I have been on many visits to Hampton Court before but this 
was by far my favourite experience.  I loved hearing about the 
ghost stories in the long corridor, seeing the secret symbol that 
was supposed to be removed of the initials of Anne Boleyn and 
Henry VIII and getting lost in the maze! I felt very privileged to 
have been able to spot the eavesdroppers in the Great Hall 
and imagine what gossip they would have heard, and to enter 
the room where people used to wait for days to see the King.  It 
was astonishing to find out the history of Hampton Court Palace 
and realise the dangers of being close to the king in that era.  

By Amy T  

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

Year 13 History Lecture Day 

On Monday 4th December the Year 13 History students 
attended a series of lectures on Weimar and Nazi 
Germany. The purpose of the day was to consolidate 
their understanding of the A-Level course and to give 
them an insight into life at university. The first two 
lectures were delivered 
by Aristotle Kallis, who is 
a lecturer at Keele 
University. He looked at 
to what extent the 
Weimar Republic was a 
‘golden age’ and at 
how far propaganda 
was responsible for the 
popularity of the Nazis. 
He was incredibly 
enthusiastic, energetic 
and knowledgeable 
and the girls very much 
enjoyed his lectures. 
The last lectures of the 
day were delivered by Roger Griffin. Roger Griffin is a 
professor of modern history and political theorist at 
Oxford Brookes University. His principal interest is the 
socio-historical and ideological dynamics of fascism, 
as well as various forms of political or religious 
fanaticism. He was flying out to The Hague the 
following day to deliver a talk on terrorism and 
extremism in today’s world. He lectured on whether 
terror was the most effective instrument for the Nazis 
and on how valid the view is that Hitler was a weak 
dictator. The girls were thoroughly engaged 
throughout the day and found all the sessions very 
useful for revision purposes. They will also attend a 
series of lectures on the Tudors in March.  

Mrs Ha 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_Trips
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_theorist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Brookes_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascism
https://flic.kr/s/aHsksmZoFG
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Computing—follow us on twitter: 
@NDS_COMPUTING 

Emanuela reporting for First News! 

Emanuela N (Y11) was selected to be a reporter 
investigating cyber security in a First News live series “Just the 
Job”. The series showcases lots of different jobs and with BT 
they have been investigating how technology is changing in 
jobs. 

There are other films promoting a variety of different jobs on 
the First News website which some girls may find it interesting. 

Click on the image to watch her in action! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Food & Nutrition—Follow us on twitter: 
@NotreDame_FOOD 
 
 
 

This week Y7 have 
completed their 
decorated 
cupcakes project. 
Excellent work girls  
 

Mrs Anderson 
 
 
 
 

 

Prep House Winners Celebration 

Congratulations to Prep Winning House—Michel who gained 
the most points this term! We hope you enjoyed your disco 
party! 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Work 

Dina & Haifa Raise Money for Charity 

On 1st December, my sister Haifa and I were invited to 
take part in fundraising for a charity ‘Save the Children’ 
at Guildford College. The theme of the event was to 
celebrate International countries . Therefore, Haifa did 
an amazing performance of two flute pieces, one of 
which was a traditional Irish song and I performed a solo 
in Italian language. It was such a wonderful event with 
many International students performing and presenting 
their cultures in many ways. My sister and I were very 
proud to be able to represent our school at Guildford 
College and perform with confidence in front of a big 
crowd! It was such a pleasure to be part of the event. 
Especially, it was for a good cause. It was a rewarding 
experience indeed.  

Dina S 7LR 

Angelina’s Santa Charity Fun Run 

Angelina D  ran a 5k through central London dressed as 
Santa to raise money for the Lord Mayor Appeal. 
She did very well and enjoyed  showing her medal to 
everyone this week! 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_COMPUTING
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FOOD
https://live.firstnews.co.uk/just-the-job/technology/ethical-hacker/


 

 

Prep 
Early Years Nativity 

Congratulations to our talented young Early Years on a 
wonderful Nativity in the theatre this morning!  

Miss Fletcher 

Prep News 
Flute and Recorder Concert 

Congratulations to the pupils of Miss Porter who performed 
beautifully at the concert on Monday! 
Click on the image to see a video on twitter of the group 
performing   

 

Guitar Concert 
Well done to our talented guitar pupils of Mr Mitchell who 
performed a variety of pieces on Tuesday afternoon. 
Click on the image to see their group performance of Little 
Donkey 

Carol Service 
On the evening of the Carol Service, Thursday 14th Dec, all 
Prep girls involved should arrive for 6.30pm and go directly 
to their form room.  
They should be wearing winter uniform with tights, polished 
shoes, blazers and Feast Day yellow ribbons.  
Refreshments are available from 6.15pm for parents in the 
Dining Room. 
All girls in Years 3—6 should attend. 
 
Instrumentalists: 
All girls playing instruments in the carol service need to 
bring them in to school on Wednesday 13th! 
 
Senior students please refer to the letter from Mr Black for 
details 
Mrs Shaw 

Senior 
Calamity Jane DVD 
To own a fantastic DVD of the successful 
Senior Production of “Calamity Jane” please pick up 
an order form from either Miss Graham or Miss 
Gilhespie. The deadline for all order forms is the 
beginning of next week so don’t miss out on this 
amazing opportunity! 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

 DANCE  
Private Ballet classes all end this 
week.  

Term will commence Wednesday 8th 
January, letters will be sent home with the 
girls at the beginning of next week. 

Ballerina of the week is Leal from 
Upper Nursery. 

Mrs Thomas 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
https://flic.kr/s/aHskpyi4qi
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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House Drama and the Lower School Play 2018 start 
in January 

If you are a keen actor in Years 7, 8 or 9, there will be two 
exciting performance opportunities which both start in 

January.   

Inter-House Drama Festival 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will start the audition and rehearsal process for this year’s 
Inter-House Drama Festival on the first Wednesday back in 
school on 10th January 2018.  Led by our talented Year 10 
Drama GCSE students, who are fresh from their successes in 
Calamity Jane, the Inter-House Drama Festival is an option 
choice in Activities on a Wednesday afternoon.  Four half-hour 
house plays will be directed by a team of Drama GCSE 
directors, leading up to a Festival performance day in May 
when all the plays are shown to the school and the 
competition is judged by an external adjudicator.  If you would 
like to act and get to know all the other keen actors in your 
house, there is definitely a part for you in your house play!   The 
Drama GCSE students would love you to get involved, 
especially if you are a Year 7 student, new to performing in the 
senior school.   

The after-school rehearsal commitments will be in the first four 
weeks of the summer term (no after-school rehearsals in the 
spring term) with one Sunday dress rehearsal and one later 
evening dress rehearsal, finishing at 7:30pm, before the 
performance date on Wednesday 16th May, which is held 
during the school day.  

Lower School Play 2018 
Auditions will also be held at the start of next term for a 
talented cast to work on an exciting new play (details and 
dates to be announced next week!), which will be directed by 
Mrs Hehir.  This is a full-scale production which is performed by 
an auditioned cast at the end of the summer on 27th and 28th 
June, just before the PGL weekend away. There will be one 
night’s rehearsal after school until 6:00pm, during the spring 
term and one Sunday rehearsal.  Rehearsals will then stop until 
after school exam week and commence again in the final 
two weeks leading up to the performances.   

If you would like to know more about either of these 
performance projects, please speak to Miss Graham or Mrs 
Hehir in your drama lesson.  

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Christmas Reads for younger readers 

At this time of year the bookshops are full. Here are just a 
few of the many books, old and new, that are available.  

Around Christmas many classic titles 
are published in a new format. Chris 
van Allsburg's magical story of The 
Polar Express is now in a paperback 
with an audio CD, narrated by the 
soothing voice of actor Liam Neeson. 

A new, glittery version of Elmer’s Christmas by David 
McKee is available, and will delight young children.              

Walker Books have brought out a special mini edition of 
The Christmas Eve Tree by Delia Huddy, which still has a 
magical pop-up surprise at the end. Also their three-
dimensional Fairytale Theater version of Cinderella by 
Jane Ray is a delight to explore together with your child. 
A Christmas for Bear brings back Bonny Becker’s 
endlessly patient Bear and his distracting little friend 
Mouse. 

Matt Tavares reveals the story of the 
Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree 
through the story of Red and Lulu, two 
birds who nest in its branches and 
follow their tree to New York. 
HarperCollins have brought out 
another lovely story from Olaf Falafel - 
Father Christmas Heard a Parp.  

All the Way Home by Debi Gliori is a tale of adorable 
penguins where a babysitting Daddy Penguin can only 
get home with the help of the Special Air Navigation 
Transport Authority!  
 
Author Katherine Rundell’s first 
picturebook the One Christmas Wish is 
beautifully illustrated. Another lovely story 
to share on Christmas Eve. 

 

For older children who read themselves, 
or enjoy stories being read to them, there are plenty of 
books to choose from. Tracy Corderoy’s Shifty McGifty 
and Slippery Sam, have a wonderful Christmas adventure 
in Jingle Bells. Jenny Colgan’s popular duo Polly and the 
Puffin star in The Happy Christmas (Little Brown Books for 
Young Readers). Also for younger readers, Elf Detectives: 
The North Police case files by Scott Sonneborn offers 
something a little bit different.  

Books with films just released 
HarperCollins have naturally brought out Paddington 2 
The Movie Storybook which makes me want to see the 

film even more! Happy reading.           Mrs Hughes 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY


 

 

Senior Library News 
Bookshop shelves are awash 
with new titles for Christmas this 
year and lists of ‘the books of 
the year’ have been published 
on numerous literary and retail 
sites. Here is a selection aimed at Senior School age-
groups, which seem to have widespread appeal and 
include award-winning fiction titles …  

The Invisible Child and the Fir Tree 
A Book to Change Lives: 
A collaboration between the Moomins, 
Oxfam, Waterstones and Sort Of Books. 
Every copy sold of The Invisible Child will 
support more women and girls around the 
world to use their voice and fulfil their 
potential. 
 ‘Tove Jansson was a genius of a very subtle kind. These 
simple stories resonate with profound and complex 
emotions that are like nothing else in literature for 
children or adults.’ – Philip Pullman 
The Invisible Child and The Fir Tree are taken from 
Jansson’s short story collection Tales of Moomin Valley, 
first published in 1962. Their themes of tolerance, 
inclusiveness and respect for others have a resonance 
and appeal across generations of readers. 

Non-Fiction 

Titles 

And some best-
selling non-
fiction titles … 

 

Blue Planet ll 

Take a deep breath and dive into the 
mysteries of the ocean. 
With over 200 breath-taking 
photographs and stills from the BBC 
Natural History Unit's spectacular 
footage, each chapter of Blue Planet II 
brings to life a different habitat of the 

oceanic world. Voyages of migration show how each of 
the oceans on our planet are connected; coral reefs 
and arctic ice communities are revealed, as thriving 
underwater cities; while shorelines throw up continual 
challenges to those living there or passing through. 

Happy Christmas Reading! 
Mrs Finch  

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Autumn Photo 
Entries 

Congratulations to 
all girls who 
entered this 
competition—click 
on the photo to 
see the full gallery 
of photos! 

 

House Points 

Termly update for the Prep School  house points 

 

U9A and B Hockey v Danes Hill 

Well played to the U9 girls who had some very tough games 
against Danes Hill on Monday. This was a rearranged match, 
which was previously cancelled in October. The ND girls 
showed huge improvement from their previous matches 
and won both games. The B team game was won 4-2 with 
Sabrina voted player. The A team match was won 5-1 with 
player of the match going to Caiden and Olivia.  

U11A- C Hockey v Feltonfleet 

On Wednesday 6th December the U11 girls travelled to 
Feltonfleet to play hockey, their last hockey fixture of the 
term. The girls showed excellent skill and determination in 
their matches. Well done to the C team who won their 
game 1-0 with a great goal from Elizabeth. The A and B 
teams lost their games, however they played great hockey 
and showing so much progression!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GASTON JEANNE MICHEL RICHARD 

1990 1868 2136 1876 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://flic.kr/s/aHsmaibgbS
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Swimming 

Year 7 & 8 Sponsored Swim 13-17th 

November 2017 

Congratulations to these girls in Year 

7and 8 who swam the highest amount 

of lengths in this years sponsored swim. 

Year 7:  

Stella G – 88!!; Tate G – 80!!; Emily S – 79!! 

Year 8: 

Katie C – 102!! NEW SCHOOL RECORD; Sophia K – 79!!; 

Lotty G – 77!!  

Hockey  
Yr 8 and 9 played their training tournament in great 

spirits, well done to the red team!  

U12 v Prior’s Field 

On Wednesday the U12 hockey teams had matches 
against Prior’s Field. The A team played well in the first 
half and some good goalkeeping by Jemima J kept ND 
in the game and they went into half time just one goal 
down. In the second half Prior’s Field picked up their play 
and added to their goal tally to win the game. The B 
team were involved in a closely contested game with 
both teams attacking and defending well; the final score 
was a 3-2 win for Prior’s Field with two well taken goals 
from Freia N and Chloe S. 

A Team: Jemima J, Olive J, Juliette F, Daisy P, Tate G, 
Emily S, Santia H 

B Team: Eve G, Alice M, Lizzie A, Isabella B, Chloe S, Ellie 
L, Katerina S, Freia N 

Netball 

Netballers enjoyed a festive Christmas tournament well 

done Yellow stars!             

 

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

Swimming 

No Swimming squads next week 

Swimmer of the Week    2S – Arina  

Manor House Gala – Thursday 30th Nov 

We hosted our annual friendly gala against Manor House 
last Thursday. For many of the girls in the Notre Dame 
team this was their first gala for Notre Dame. There were 
many new personal best times set which was fantastic. 

In Year 4 new records from: 

Megan (BK), Coco (BR), Serena (BR), Antigonie (FC), Jas 
(FC), Anouk (BR), Darcey M (FC), Lana (FC). The Year 4 
swimmer of the night was Darcey M and a special 
mention to Jas for a great new front crawl record. 

In Year 5, new records from: Darcie B (BK, Fly, FC x 2), 
Olivia B (BK), Gracie (BR), Gabriella (FLY & FC), Chloe (FC x 
2), Lily-Ella (Fly & BR), Preeti (FC), Evie H (BK & FC), Rebecca 
(FC), Zarara (BK). Very impressive Year 5, so many new 
records. The Year 5 Swimmer of the night was Darcie B for 
setting a new record in 3 different strokes. Special mention 
to Evie H; Evie you reduced your time by over 5 seconds, 
well done. 

Finally in Year 6, new records from: Ashleigh (BK), Annalisa 
(BR), Hannah B (FC), Hannah V (Fly x 2), Ellie (FC), Hannah S 
(BK & FC), Aoife (FC), Darcey )FC). The Year 6 swimmer of 
the night was Ashleigh, great new Backstroke time – Gold 
award! Special mention to Hannah V for great butterfly 
swims. 

The final result of the gala was Notre Dame 111 – Manor 
House 79.  

Mrs Jones 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT Splash and Dash  

Notre Dame will be returning to GHS for the Annual Splash 
and Dash event on Friday 8th December. Photos and 
results to be posted on twitter! Good luck to all the girls 
taking part.  

Last week of Term  

Please can I remind you that there are NO Prep sports 
clubs running in the last week of term!  

January Fixtures 

 Monday 15th January – U9A- C Netball v Downsend @ ND 
4:00pm (whole year group) 

 Tuesday 16th January – U11 A Hockey v Milbourne Lodge 
2:45pm @ ND 

 Thursday 18th January – Gala v Halstead @ ND 4:00pm 

 Tuesday 23rd January – U10A- C Hockey v CLFS @ ND 
4:15pm 

 Thursday 25th January – U9A- C Netball v Claremont 
2:45pm @ ND  

 Friday 26th January – U8 Hockey v Milbourne Lodge 
2:45pm @ ND 

 Saturday 27th January U10A Netball Tournament @ Rydes 
Hill 9am- 1pm 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

This week the Butterflies have been getting into 
the Christmas Spirit!  

  KITCHEN CORNER 

 

9 Dec FoND Prep School Movie Night Prep 

13 Dec Christmas Lunch Snr 

14 Dec Christmas Lunch Prep 

             Carol Service 7pm  Whole School 

15 Dec  Christmas Jumper Day School 

              ND6 Revue—am Snr 

              End of Term at 12 Noon Whole School 

8 Jan 11+Entrance Examinations  

           Staff INSET 

9 Jan Staff INSET  

          Y10—13 Peer Mentor Training Snr 

10 Jan Term Begins School 

15 Jan FoND Committee Meeting at 9am School 

18 Jan Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr          

19 Jan Y10 Reflection Day Snr 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Now Enrolling Boys & Girls for Reception 2018! 

Coming Next Week….  

Christmas Lunch 

Senior -Wednesday 
13th December  

Prep – Thursday 14th 
December 

Winter Ball - 2 Dec 2017 

FoND would like to say a big thank you to Encore and Rol-
lacoaster for the fantastic entertainment on Saturday 
night.  We would also like to thank our sponsors - Meadows 
Ryan, Curchods and Petals of Walton for their generous dona-
tions.  In addition huge thanks go to the parents in our school 
for their Silent Auction donations - we couldn't raise funds with-
out your generosity and support. 

Movie Night - 9 Dec 2017 

Looking forward to seeing you at the 
showing of Beauty and the Beast 
(Years 1-6). 

 Venue: Dining Room (please 
come via Car Park 4) 

 Time: 3-5pm (please collect 
promptly at 5pm) 

Includes: a drink and snacks 

 

Quiz Night - 2 Feb 2018 

Get your teams ready for the next Quiz Night (includes dinner 
& quiz). 

Easyfundraising 

Register at 'easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fondsurrey' to raise 
money for the school when shopping on-line over the festive 
period. 

Money Raised to Date: £1,377.85 

Supporters: 70 

FoND wishes you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year! 

 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Feasyfundraising.org.uk%2Fcauses%2Ffondsurrey&e=1c72d1f7&h=125b9f7f&f=y&p=y

