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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Christmas Lunch 
Thank you to Mandy and her 

wonderful team for preparing a 
delicious Christmas lunch for 
everyone at Notre Dame! 

 

Christmas Message 
Last night, as we heard and 
saw our children telling the 
Christmas story, it would be 

easy to imagine that Christmas is for 
children. But think again – we have 
the rag tag shepherds, often rather 
unsavoury outcasts in the hills beyond 
the town, not the people we would 
expect to entrust children to. And 
wise men – foreigners, speaking a 
different language and bringing a 
rather odd selection of priestly gifts to 
the birthday party, perhaps rather like 
an aged Godparent might, or a 
batty auntie. And then we have the 
stepfather, determined to do the 
right thing, at least once the angel 
told him to. And the mother herself, 
young and unmarried, who even as 
this story ends tonight in a stable will 
need to pack everything up and 
head as a refugee to Egypt where 
the family will live for some years, 
displaced from their loving families 
and community, where they will 
need to learn a new language, and 
make their way without the support 
they were used to.  

We also met an innkeeper, one of 
many such, hoping to make a fast 
buck out of weary travellers. We even 
have a governor who had a much 
worse plan for the king he feared 
might take his place. Not if I’m honest 
much of a children’s story.  

In our prayers, which the children led, 
we saw the people that God loved in 
this story and recognised ourselves 
and our friends and families.  

But it is a story for humanity, a 
humanity which struggles, which is 
poor and rich, which manages mixed 
up families, and being displaced from 
their homelands. We see the meek 
and humble, we see the rich, the 
greedy, the uneducated, the wise, the 
poor and the refugee, we see those 
who need help and those who can 
give it.  

In this story we see ourselves. Let us this 
year, recognise that we are the very 
stuff of this story and see that we are 
all included here. And there is more, 
we do not need to leave this tale 
here, as a sweet Christmas story of 
love, but to take the love we see here, 
and share it with all we encounter, the 
rich and the poor, the friend and the 
stranger, the needy and the lonely. 
Open our hearts to humanity through 
charity, through kindness, through 
prayer.  

Miss D’Aprano 

Cardinal Hume Centre 

Donations  

Please could senior 

girls keep bringing in 

donations for the 

Cardinal Hume Centre – 

warm hats, gloves, 

scarves, toiletries and 

non-perishable foods – 

thank you.  

 

Wishing you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Healthy and 

Happy New Year!  

3270 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  First Week Back is Week A 
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Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_Trips 
 
Y10 GCSE Science Live! Lectures  

Year 10 girls attended a day of stimulating lectures in London. 
This involved talks on time travel, fertility and evolution from 
three prominent scientists, Lord Robert Winston, Professor Jim Al-
Khalili and Professor Alice Roberts. It was really interesting to find 
out how science impacts on our everyday lives and the girls 
gained an insight into the 
research that is taking 
place in the UK at the 
moment. The lectures 
also reinforced many of 
the topics covered in 
class and the girls were 
provided with a very 
useful booklet with top 
tips on how to succeed 
in the new GCSE Science examinations. 

Mr Lee 

 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

ND6 Chemistry Trip 

On Thursday 7th 
December ND6 
Chemistry students 
travelled to London to 
attend ‘Chemistry in 
Action’ a day of inspiring 
lectures, though we 
were all a little 
overexcited to see the 
Queen at Waterloo 
Station on our way!   
 
The lectures were wide-ranging in topic from make up to 
batteries – but there was an overarching theme, ‘how can we 
meet the needs of the world’s growing population?’.  We heard 
from Saiful Islam (The RI Christmas lecturer 2016)  about the 
batteries of the future whilst wearing 3D glasses and watching 
Lithium ions travel towards us, we watched demonstrations to 
show the effect of increasing carbon dioxide on the Chemistry 
of the oceans, we heard how plastics are found on the seabed 
in remote areas of Greenland and we thought about the extent 
humans have gone to in the pursuit of beauty.  Of course 
watching the fireworks was a big hit! 

Did you know? One pint of Botox could kill 
the entire population of the world….but 
there has not been a single death due to 
the cosmetic use of Botox! 

For those inspired to read more we 
recommend  

And for those who want more why not 
watch the Ri Christmas lectures this year - 
where UCL's Professor Sophie Scott will be 
exploring humankind's unstoppable urge to 
communicate.  (click on the Is For Arsenic image to see the 
link) 

Mrs Bantin 

Enquiring Minds: Year 8 

Last week saw the fruits of Year 
8's hard labour presented in 
the library. They have spent 2 
weeks preparing and 
researching a topic of their 
choice whilst the normal 
homework timetable was 
suspended. We developed 
this idea in response the NACE 
research, suggesting young 
people lack some skills when 
leaving school and university. 
So, Notre Dame aims to develop these skills early on 
to give the girls every opportunity for their future. I am 
delighted that their creativity, research skills, ability to 
keep deadlines, work with a mentor and analyse and 
evaluate were all developed and enhanced during 
this process. Some of the highlights were the 1960's 
fashion dress (something Cilla Black might have worn), 
the exploration of life on the poverty line, women in 
society and an interesting look at animal ethics and 
their use in entertainment. In 
our awards ceremony all the 
girls were celebrated and we 
particularly noted a number of 
creative and highly academic 
girls. Special prizes were given 
to Samantha A B, Carys H, 
Manasa A, Ella S, Masie C, 
Kaite C and Mercedes v N.  

TEA-ology! 

So this week saw the last TEA-ology of the term. It is  a 
weekly meeting for 
year 7 students to 
explore current 
news stories which 
have some 
connection to 
religion, ethics or 
philosophy all over 
a good cup of 
tea. It is exciting 
that the group is at 
the good mercy of news that has not yet happened 
and at times the topic of discussion could be less 
than 24hrs old. It's true to say that some weeks were 
little more than storms in a TEA cup! The topics 
covered this year have ranged from 
Trump, Islamophobia and over commercialisation of 
Christmas. The favourite story has to be about the 
group of nuns opening a chicken shop called NUN-
dos! The club finished with its final meeting and 
Christmas party in which jokes and cups of tea were 
flowing. As their TEA-cher (last joke I promise) I am 
always so impressed at how in tune the girls are with 
current affairs and their sensitive way of handling 
somewhat controversial issues. I hope the girls who 
attended regularly enjoyed it as much as I did.  

Mr Newman, Head of Theology.    

 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_Trips
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Food & Nutrition—Follow us on twitter: 
@NotreDame_FOOD 
 
Christmas Cakes House 
Competition. FIRST PLACE 
TO..... MONTAIGNE.  

Well done Sofia AP & Arabella R  

 
Mrs Anderson 
 

Prep Proud Teacher Moment! 

Year 1 have been studying animals this half term in science. 
We were all very excited to see the reindeer on Friday. 

Mrs Davies: "Girls, does anyone have any questions for the 
gentleman handling the reindeer?" 

(Expectations: What is their name? What do they eat? Can 
they fly?) 

Angelica: "Are they nocturnal or diurnal?" 

#superproudteacher   #thecleverestgirlscometoNotreDame 

Christmas Wreaths 

Year 2 Advent Wreaths 

In our RE lessons we were designing our own Advent 
Wreaths! What a busy preparation for Christmas! 

Year 6 
Christmas Wreaths 

Year 6 were getting into the festive spirit and designing and 
making their own Christmas wreaths from scratch. 

The girls were very creative and used a variety of materials 
and Christmas fare producing some professional looking 
wreaths ready for Christmas! 

“Making our wreaths was so much fun! I made a bauble 
wreath. To make it we had to unwind a wire coat hanger 
and get it into a round shape. We started then to thread on 
our baubles then twisted the end of the coat hanger closed. 
I added a big bow to the top. It was a great afternoon!” Amy 
M 

“I’ve never done a Christmas wreath before. That’s why I 
enjoyed the opportunity. I made a traditional wreath. I used 
florists wire to attach the evergreen leaves and artificial 
berried to the metal base then added some pine cones, 
cinnamon sticks and finally a big red bow to hang it onto the 
door. It was the best time ever!” Blanca E 

Here are some pictures of the wreaths and the wreath 
making process. 

Merry Christmas! 

Miss Shaaban, Miss Caverhill, Mrs Brennan & Ms 
Gerbais. 

Languages—Follow us on twitter: 
@NDS_LANGUAGES 

Prep Spanish 
Girls in years 3—6 have written and 

were very excited to receive letters from their 
Spanish pen pals!  

Mrs Macdonald 
 
Prep Italian Club 
 

Club Italiano Christmas Party. 
We wish everyone 
Buon Natale e Felice Anno 
Nuovo! 

 
Signora Edwards 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FOOD
https://twitter.com/NDS_LANGUAGES


 

 

Prep 
Year 4 - don’t forget to learn your lines!  

Merry Christmas! 

Miss Fletcher 

School News 
Congratulations to our wonderful choirs, orchestras and 
readers on a truly fabulous Carol Service last night! 

Mrs Shaw and Mr Black 

Senior 
Lower School Play 2018 Announcement- Twisted 
Tales based on the deliciously dark short stories of 
Roald Dahl. 

Calling all keen actors in Years 7, 8 and 9 to come 
and audition for this year’s Lower School Play on 
Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th January until 6pm.   

Entitled Twisted Tales this year’s production will be a 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

 DANCE   MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
https://flic.kr/s/aHskt4AY4J
https://flic.kr/s/aHskt4AY4J
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new adaptation based on the short stories of Roald Dahl, 
featuring ‘Taste’, ‘Galloping Foxley’, and ‘The Boy Who 
Talked to Animals’, and many more.  The stories blend 
reality and fantasy,  and at times explore the more sinister 
and cunning side of human nature, with unexpected 
consequences.  Nothing is ever quite what it seems in the 
wonderful world of 
Roald Dahl… 

 

We will be looking 
for a large, 
dedicated 
ensemble cast of 
approximately 25 
who will multi-role in 
the telling of these 
stories, using 
inventive props, 
stage craft, 
puppetry, physical 
theatre and, above 
all, larger than life 
characters. 

 

Rehearsals will start 
in January and 
there will be one 
after-school 
rehearsal each 
week until 6:00pm, 
(usually on a Thursday evening), and one all-day Sunday 
rehearsal during the Spring Term.  To find out more, 
please come to one of the two audition dates and be 
prepared for movement, improvisation, and script work.  

 

Good Luck Darcey! 

Darcey is playing Rockhopper 
Penguin in the blue cast in ALICE IN 
WINTERLAND @Rosetheatre, 
Kingston from Fri 8th Dec- Sun 7th 
Jan. The show is directed by Ciaran 
McConville with music & lyrics by 
Eamonn O’Dwyer.  For tickets and 
more info: https://goo.gl/9twuxp 

 

 

 

Miss Graham 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Books on TV at Christmas 

There are lots of films and programmes based on books 

on TV this Christmas. Helen Smith, librarian at Eckington 

School in Derbyshire produces a guide to Christmas TV 
every year. This list includes everything book related on 
TV. Click on the ‘What’s on’ poster below to download 
the list: 

There are other Christmas activities posted on the library 
page on Firefly! So don’t forget to keep reading this 
holiday! 

Merry Christmas everyone! 

Mrs Hughes 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2F9twuxp&e=1c72d1f7&h=d0083a7e&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rosetheatrekingston.org%2Fwhats-on%2Falice-in-winterland%3Futm_source%3DEmail%26utm_medium%3DSignature&e=1c72d1f7&h=831eec17&f=y&p=y
https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
http://heartoftheschool.edublogs.org/2017/12/13/christmas-tv-2017-books-into-film/


 

 

Senior Library News 

A Christmas Carol  

One of the UK’s top authors - Michael Rosen has 
recently teamed up with prolific illustrator Tony Ross for a 
re-telling of the festive classic, A Christmas Carol. The 
book is called Bah! Humbug and Michael Rosen 
explained why he wrote it: 

‘I think that A Christmas Carol is a great book, but some 
of the language is a bit hard for young people today. I 
think that one way to help people is to give them an 
adaptation as a kind of bridging point to the real thing.’ 

‘I’ve abridged the original and turned it into a play. 
Where Dickens describes Scrooge’s thoughts, I’ve made 
these Scrooge’s lines in the play. Then within this play. 
There is the story of the family, who in some ways are 
similar to characters in A Christmas Carol.’ 

Last week, some of the Year 7 students enjoyed 
completing a comprehension on the First News iHub, 
which was all about A Christmas Carol and they learnt 
the following facts: 

 The novella was written in six weeks in the 
autumn of 1843, to make sure it could be 
published before Christmas. 

 It sold all 6,000 copies in the six days between its 
release and Christmas Eve that same year, and 
has never been out of print since! 

 The book was inspired by a damning 
parliamentary report and growing awareness of 
child poverty. 

To further celebrate the legacy of A Christmas Carol - 
the Charles Dickens Museum in London is celebrating 
and exploring the creation of this classic tale with a new 
exhibition called A Ghost of an Idea: Unwrapping A 
Christmas Carol (showing until 25 February 2018).  

A new movie was also released in 
November this year. 

The Man Who Invented Christmas is 
the true story of how Charles Dickens 
wrote the beloved classic novel ‘A 
Christmas Carol’, and created a 
holiday tradition by doing so. ODEON 
In the words of Scrooge: 

“A merry Christmas to everybody! A 
happy New Year to all the world!”  

Mrs Finch  

Splash and Dash  

What a way to finish the term! The ND girls were in high 
spirits leading up to the Annual Splash and Dash event on 
Friday 8th December. ND had won the event for 2 
consecutive years and our goal was to win it again this 
year, which we ACHIEVED!  

It was a great afternoon, where the girls worked hard 
across the tough cross country run in Stoke Park as well as 
a relay race in the pool. Mrs Jones and I are very proud of 
the ND girls, who all contributed towards the schools 
success!  

Over-all Results 

 

Fixtures in January  

 Monday 15th - U9A- C Netball v Downsend @ ND 4:00pm 

 Tuesday 16th - U11A Hockey v Milbourne Lodge @ ND 
2:45pm 

 Thursday 18th -Gala v Halstead @ ND 4:00pm 

 Tuesday 23rd -U10 A- C Hockey v CLFS @ ND 4:15pm 

 Thursday 25th -U9A- C Netball v Claremont @ ND 2:45pm 

 Friday 26th - U8 Hockey v Milbourne Lodge @ ND 2:45 

 Saturday 27th - U10A Netball Tournament @ Rydes Hill  

 

Winter PE Clothing  

When we return in January the girls will need to have their 
FULL PE kit with them for BOTH of their lessons 

Clubs  

All sports clubs will start on Monday 15th December.  

Mrs Jones will inform you of the start of Swim Squads. 

 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

1st Place – Notre Dame 66 points 

2nd Place- Danes Hill 60 points 

3rd Place- GHS 53 points 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT


www.notredame.co.uk  

FRIDAY MAILING /  15 DEC 2017  

Inter house swimming Gala  

Well done to all the girls who participated 
in the inter house swimming 
gala, they all swam really 
well. It was a lovely event and 
a nice way to finish the term. 
The final results were: 4th 
place Eyquem with 31 points, 
3rd place Montferrant with 38 
points, 2nd place Lestonnac 
with 39 points and the winners 
in 1st place were Montaigne 
with 51 points. A massive 
thank you to the 6th form 
House Captains who were fantastic at supporting all the 
swimmers and ensured all the girls were at the start of 
their races. Also, a big thank you to the Year 9 captains 
who again helped make sure all their team were 
swimming in the correct races.  

The girls who participated in the 100m Individual Medley 
races swam very well too! The top 3 in each year were: 

Year 7: 1st Stella, 2nd Tate, 3rd Emily 

Year 8: 1st Katie C, 2nd Anya, 3rd Poppy  

Year 9: 1st Niamh, 2nd Verity, 3rd Maya  

The top 3 fastest swimmers overall were: 

 1st Niamh K 1.15.38 NEW RECORD!! 

2nd Katie C 1.21.08 also broke the old record! 

3rd Stella G 

Outstanding Sporting Achievement for Tate! 

Congratulations to Tate who has had two great 
weekends of swimming. She has achieved six County 
qualifying times for the Surrey Age Group Championships 
in January and February. 

She has new PB’s in the following events: 

50m back 37. 46;  50m fly 36.63; 50m free 34.35 ;       
50m breast 45.16; 100m back 1.22.14  
and 100m breast 1.35.09 

She also won three bronze medals - 
two for 50m fly and one for 50m back. 

Finally, she was the only girl picked 
from her squad to swim in the regional 
clubs’ competition. Tate swam 
backstroke in the Individual Medley 
relay winning her leg and the team 
won the race.  

Her aim is to make the County team and she is making 
great progress!    
Miss Mulcahy          

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

   SENIOR   @NotreDame_SPORT Keeping Fit over the Holidays  

Although we are all in need of a break, please girls keep 
exercising during the holidays; from walking, running, 
swimming, cycling even skiing! We have another busy 
term ahead and any fitness activities over the holidays will 
help greatly.  

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

St Hilary’s v Notre Dame – 5th Dec  

On Tuesday we had another swimming gala this time 
against St Hilary’s. There was some really lovely swimming 
and a great demonstration of team work. Notre Dame 
won 19 of the 25 races and there were several close 
battles for the 2nd and 3rd places. The girls were a little bit 
tired and very few new records were set at this gala. Only 
the following girls managed to improve on their times:- 

Y3 – Lucy (BR & FC), Phoebe (FC), Valentina (FC x 2). Y4 
Annie (BK), Jas (FC), Mia-Lily (BR). Y5 – No new records set. 
Y6 Hannah V (Fly), Esme (BR), Ellie (FC). 

Looking at the results the Year 3 team result was ND 36 – St 
H 24, Year 4 ND 37 – St H 23, Year 5 ND 37 – St H 23, and 
Y6 ND 30 – St H 30. 

Swimmer of the night Year 3 – Lucy D. Special Mention 
Valentina. Year 4 – Lexi, Special Mention Rachel. Year 5 
Ciara – great front crawl relay leg, Special Mention Steph – 
great fly. Year 6— Ellie, Special mention Esme. 

Great results and very impressive swimming at both the 
galas. I am so proud of all the girls who took part in and 
many thanks to the parents and visitors who came along 
to support. Again thanks to Mrs Smith and Mrs Galloway for 
your poolside assistance.  

Final result Notre Dame 145 – St Hilary’s 105 

The next gala is on 18th January against Halstead – this will 
be a tough gala girls so please try to do some swimming 
over the Christmas holidays. Thank you girls for all the 
commitment you have shown to your swimming this year 
and have a great break.  

Mrs Jones 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Reception enjoyed their lovely Christmas party! 

  KITCHEN CORNER 

 

8 Jan 11+Entrance Examinations  
           Staff INSET 

9 Jan Staff INSET  
          Y10—13 Peer Mentor Training Snr 

10 Jan Term Begins School 

15 Jan FoND Committee Meeting at 9am School 

18 Jan Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr          

 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Now Enrolling Boys & Girls for Reception 2018! 

Mrs. Biggs-Davison’s Christmas present 
recommendations. An alternative to ‘screens’! 

‘Junior Stare’ and ‘Sherlock’, both good for enhancing visual 
memory skills and great fun. 

‘Junior Articulate’ and ‘Don’t Panic’, which helps develop 
your vocabulary and word retrieval skills, good for families to 
play together. 

‘Hungry hippos’, which is 
good for speeding up 
your processing and 
reactions. 

‘Rush Hour’. This helps 
you to learn to visualise, 
plan and figure out 
puzzles. It also tests your 
patience! 

‘Katamino’ is great for 
those who find puzzles 
hard and need to 
improve their spatial skills. 
It starts with very easy 
puzzles, but can get 
trickier. 

‘Hexago Continuo’ is much enjoyed by younger children and 
helps them to become quicker at number bonds to 20. 

After all that, please don’t forget the ‘Scrabble’ board, 
wherever you are. It is an essential tool for us all! 

Quiz Night - 2 Feb 2018 

Get your teams ready for the next Quiz Night (includes dinner 

& quiz). 

Easyfundraising 

Register at 'easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fondsurrey' to raise 
money for the school when shopping on-line over the festive 
period. 

Money Raised to Date: £1,430.97  

Supporters: 70 

FoND wishes you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 

Year! 

Sister Squad 

If you would like to join these 
weekly netball classes, please 
click on the poster image: 

Year 2—3 Sat 9—10am 

Year 4—6 Sat 10—11am 

At Notre Dame School! 

Merry Christmas from 

Mandy and her wonderful 

catering team! 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND
http://www.sistersnsport.com/elmbridge/
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