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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Happy New Year! 

We hope you had a wonderful 
Christmas and are ready to 
embrace the new year! 

On one of this term’s inset days, all 
staff were treated to a talk by David 
Wells, Director of Adult Formation 
and Youth Ministry in the Diocese of 
Plymouth and advisor on religious 
education. Hilariously funny and 
poignant in equal measure, and 
with a talk entitled ‘Why Bother?’ he 
reminded us of why we have 
chosen to work in a school and our 
calling to ultimately help those in 
our community to live the lives they 
were called to have and to live 
them to the full. In a time where 
accolades, grades and 
achievements are seemingly prized 
above all else, he reminded us of 
the gift of each other, the 
difference giving someone time 
can make and how to resolve not 
to miss the important things in life 
while staying focussed on the goal. 
His gift for story telling made it an 
motivating session which inspired 

and informed us for the term ahead 
with thoughts and reflections that will 
stay with us for the weeks and months 
to come. His books ‘The Reluctant 
Disciple’ and ‘The Grateful Disciple’ 
and are available from Redemptorist 
Publications http://
www.rpbooks.co.uk/  

2016 was for sure a 
turbulent year. Terror 
attacks continued 
across the world, 
wars and unrest led 
to thousands of 
people being 
displaced, political 

uncertainties abounded and more 
people from the world of show 
business died than could have been 
imagined. But at least Britain has its 
first number 1 tennis player in the 
modern era! For some people, 
embarking on this new year can 
bring feelings of unease and fear. So 
in our start of term mass, we looked 
together at how a better world 
begins with us and how Jesus’ 
teaching of treating our neighbour as 
we would want to be treated is 
timeless advice that we can adopt to 
make the world around us a more 
welcoming, forgiving and loving 
place.   
Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

2979 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  Next Week is Week A 

Chaplain’s Corner—

Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 

CARPARK 4  
To fully utilise the extension park-

ing,  as in Carpark 1 please park in 
the designated bays only, nose –in, 
and follow the one –way system. 

Thank you 

Welcome New Staff 

Mrs Helena Georgiou HR Manager 

Mrs Louise Ayling Finance Manager 

Ms Olivia Simpson Part-time Drama and 
English Teacher 

Mrs Charlotte Spafford    Part-time Eng-
lish Teacher          

Ms Nathalie Zamanpour Part-time Psy-
chology Teacher  

Ms Joanne Humphries Visiting LAMDA 
Teacher  

Ms Mindy Banger Maths Tutor 

Ms Joanne Atherton LSA 

Mrs Maria Gawander Greek Teacher 
Volunteer  

Mrs Letitia Kress Prep Volunteer  

Mrs Julie Petzer Prep Teaching Assistant 

Some of whom were present at the 
Staff Mass in the photo below: 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/
http://www.rpbooks.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_Chaplaincy


 

 

Prep - Manners on the Move 

As part of Project Florecer, we will be working together to 
promote positive behaviour throughout the school. Our first 
focus is: Manners on the Move. 

This term the girls will be encouraged to think carefully about 
how they move around the school and whether they carry their 
manners with them. 

Please see the list of manners that are being promoted below: 

Manners on the move 

 Are you walking down the corridor? 

 Are you walking on the left hand side? 

 Have you let an adult go first? 

 Have you held the door open for an adult? 

 Have you held the door open for a pupil? 

 Have you said “Good Morning” or “Good 

Afternoon” to those you pass? 

If your daughter shows excellent manners whilst on the move 
this half term, she will be awarded a special feather which she 
can attach to the peacock which has taken up residence 
outside Miss D’Aprano’s office. She will also be given a 
certificate at her weekly assembly to bring home to share with 
you.  Our message this half term is: 

BE AS PROUD AS A PEACOCK – DON’T FORGET YOUR 

MANNERS! 

 

 

 

Peer Mentor Training 
Mr David Blake was in school this week training Year 10 and 12 
Peer Mentors at the Sixth Form Centre. Here are some photos of 
the Year 10 girls who have been reflecting on their own 
experiences in order to relate to and understand their mentees. 
In the other photos they are playing a bonding game. 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

#ND6Ski2016 

A group of 6th form girls hit the slopes of Alpendorf on 
the first day of the Christmas holidays. We were 
blessed with great conditions and enjoyed a fabulous 
week of skiing, fun and laughter! Click on the photos 
to see the full gallery on Flickr! 

 

Alumnae—Follow us in twitter 

@NDS_ALUMNAE 

Our first ever New Year 
Reunion for last year’s Year 
13 Leavers was a great 
success, with over 20 
former ND6 students 
gathering at Wildwood in 
Cobham on Thursday 5 
January. Over a few 
glasses of celebratory 
Prosecco, the girls enjoyed a catch up with their 
former classmates and swapped experiences of 
university, apprenticeships and gap year travels! Also 
in attendance were several of teaching staff, and 
Head of Sixth Form Janine Harber reports that many of 
the girls are keen to come back into school to talk to 
the current Sixth Form about life after Year 13. We look 
forward to welcoming them! 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
https://twitter.com/NDS_ALUMNAE
https://flic.kr/s/aHskPoB9E3
https://flic.kr/s/aHskPoB9E3
https://flic.kr/s/aHskPoB9E3
https://flic.kr/s/aHskPoB9E3
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Year 7 & 8 Disco 

Tickets for this event are available on Firefly  

An InTouch message has also been sent to you with the 

booking form! 

Prep Clubs and Activities 

All clubs will start next week Monday 16th January unless girls 
and parents  are informed to the contrary by the person 
running the club.  

The complete list can be found on the Parent page of Firefly. 

 

Year 2 Art 

In 2S we had so much fun creating our stunning 
paintings and investigating colour, form and line 
with a little inspiration from abstract artist  
Paul Klee! 

Mrs Stolcere 

Want To Play Rugby? 

As we embark upon the season of RBS 6 Nations there 
are opportunities for your children to learn to play the 
game! 

For Early Years: 

Rugger Rascals 

Rugger Rascals 
rugby themed 
sports sessions 
run on a 
Saturday 
morning at Notre 
Dame, for boys 
and girls from 18 
months to 5 
years. If you 
would like to 
come along for 
a trial please 
email  

russell@ruggerrascals.co.uk or call 07472 404540. For 
more information you can also visit the website 
www.ruggerrascals.co.uk 

Follow them on twitter - @ruggerrascals 

 

Rugby For Girls Aged 9—11 

Cobham Bluebirds are a really friendly and inclusive 
section of junior girls. No experience required, they 
focus on having fun learning rugby skills and playing 
games. They are recruiting for the junior girls section - 
please share the message. They have a recruitment 
morning this Sunday 15th January 10.30am at the 
main club  
Follow them on twitter - @CobhamBluebirds 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
mailto:russell@ruggerrascals.co.uk
http://www.ruggerrascals.co.uk
https://twitter.com/ruggerrascals
https://twitter.com/CobhamBluebirds
http://www.cobhamrugby.co.uk/girls/


 

 

Prep News 
ABRSM exams 

Congratulations to those girls who passed ABRSM exams last 
term.  Results have been tweeted and are on the Music 
page of Firefly.  Your daughters’ mark sheets will be given to 
them by their instrumental teacher, and certificates will be 
given out in assembly.  

https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-3/latest-abrsm-
results  

The internal deadline for ABRSM entries for this term is 
Tuesday 17 January.  If you think your daughter should be 
taking an exam this term, please contact your daughter’s 
instrumental teacher immediately. 

Music Clubs and Ensembles 
Music clubs and ensembles begin next week and are at 

the same times as last term. 

Music Blog 
Year 5 will be blogging this week about their BEST musical 

thing of the autumn term in 2016.  If you would like to see all 
the exciting things that Year 5 have been up to, and 
perhaps give them some encouraging comments, you can 
find the blog on Firefly.  

Mrs Shaw 

 DANCE  
Happy New Year to you all. This looks 
like a very busy half term with the Year 

3 and 4 Production looming and some 
of the Private Ballet girls will be working hard towards their 
Ballet Exams during the Summer Term. Please continue 
to check messages via 'In Touch' and FireFly to check 
the Ballet Timetable for updates and extra lessons.  

Mrs Thomas  
 

Roisin Dances to Success! 

Roisin recovered from her 
injuries and was able to 
compete in the Belfast 
Christmas Feis.  She 
returned home with an 
armful of trophies! Well 
done Roisin!  

Senior News  
Happy New Year to you all! 

School is already very busy with an exciting term of music 
ahead. We have been listening to a number of talented 
pupils this week applying for music scholarships from 
September and we have been interviewing for new staff to 
join our growing team of visiting instrumental teachers. If your 
daughter is interested in taking up an instrument then please 
send her along to speak to me.    

Examination Success!! 

Last term several students took music examinations either in 
school or at local examination centres. There were many 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

success (see the complete list of results on firefly) but a 
special mention goes to Maisie T in Year 9. Maisie took 
her Grade 5 singing examination in Music Theatre and 
gained a 
distinction, 
achieving 91% 
overall. Well Done 
Maisie and a 
special thanks 
must go to her 
teacher, Mrs 
Singleton, for 
helping prepare 
her so well for this 
exam. 

Maisie performed “Just you wait” from My Fair Lady, 
“Popular” from Wicked, and the Music Hall Song “I want 
to sing in Opera”. Candidates are encouraged to dress-
up in costume for this exam and to perform their 
numbers whilst acting out the scene and Maisie had 
great fun wearing a full-length ball gown, feather boa 
and a witch’s hat for the part of Glinda. Maisie is a keen 
member of the senior school choir and is the lead singer 
in a local junior rock band outside of school. She was 
praised for the discussion part of the exam where she 
was awarded full marks. 

All music groups have now started for this year so please 
remind your daughter to come along and join us in 
Orchestra, Choir etc. 

Mr Black 

https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-3/latest-abrsm-results
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-3/latest-abrsm-results
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music/music-examination-news
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Prep 
YEAR 3 & 4 PRODUCTION: 

“WILBER AND THE WEB”  

Performance Thursday 9th February at 7pm in Montaigne 
Theatre 

Rehearsals are well underway and Year 4 should be word 
perfect by next week please!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Fletcher 

Darcey A and Mrs Hart Are on stage together! 

 
The Plotters of 
Cabbage Patch 
Corner is a musical 
play designed to 
appeal to children 
but which people of 
all ages will enjoy! 

The Show opens on 
Friday 20th January 
and there are two 
matinees; one on 
Saturday 21st and 
another on Sunday 
22nd January. 

Tickets are £10 and 
can be purchased 
on line at 

www.cobhamplayers.org.uk or from The Cobham Bookshop. 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

Senior 
Audition Notice: The Firework Maker’s Daughter 

The audition will be held for this year’s Lower School Play, 
an adaptation of Phillip Pullman’s The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter on Wednesday 18th January in the Montaigne 
Theatre and studio from 4.20 until 6.00pm.  The Lower 
School play is performed at the end of the summer term 
and is open to all keen actors in Years 7, 8 and 9.  

There will be more information to follow on Firefly, but if 
you are interested in auditioning, please sign up on the 
door of the Black Drama Studio and be prepared to stay 
after school on Wednesday 18th January until 6:00pm.  If 
you would like to know more about the play, just as Miss 
Graham or Ms Simpson.  

Welcome Ms Simpson 

Notre Dame School is delighted to 
welcome Ms Simpson as a part-time 
Teacher of Drama and English this 
term. Ms Simpson trained at The 
Royal Central School of Speech and 
Drama and Arts Educational, London. 
She worked as an actress for several 
years in TV and theatre. She has been 
a Drama teacher for six years and 
has taught in schools in Fiji, South 
Africa and Italy, as well as Oxfordshire 
and Sussex. She has a passion for 
Shakespeare as well as new writing and loves going to the 
theatre as often as she can. Ms Simpson is very excited to 
be teaching at Notre Dame and looks forward to 
teaching our very able students a variety of Drama skills, 
techniques and genres in lessons, as well as supporting 
and directing students in a wide variety of our extra-
curricular performances and productions.  

 

Miss Graham 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.cobhamplayers.org.uk
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Chatterbooks Club 

Our first Chatterbooks Club meeting will take place on 
Monday 16th January in the library and following 
requests from the girls the time has now been extended. 
The club will run from 4.00 – 5.00pm and the girls will be 
dismissed in the usual place outside the music room. 
Thank you.  

Bookworm Awards 

Many congratulations to 
the girls who were 
selected to receive 
Bookworm Awards at our 
final assembly before 
Christmas. These girls 
have either progressed 
in their reading or shown 
great enthusiasm for reading by being keen to talk 
about books with their classmates or teachers and 
maybe recommend books to their friends. They are our 
Reading Ambassadors! 

6 Red – Olive J;  6 Yellow – Eve G 

5 Red – Katie D;   5 Yellow Ellie D 

4GW – Hayoon S 

3S – Olivia N;   3P – Megan C 

Starring role for Darcey and Hannah   

On Christmas Day Abi Elphinstone, our Patron of 
Reading, took part in Down the Rabbit Hole, a radio 
show about children’s books, in a feature all about her 
new collection of stories – Winter Magic. She asked if 
any of our girls may like to read an extract from the book 
for the show. Darcey A (6S) 
and Hannah B. (5M) rose 
wonderfully to the challenge 
and recorded pieces from 
one of their favourite stories. 
If you were unable to listen 
on the day the show is still 
available on the website:  
http://dtrhradio.com/
episodes/2016/12/christmas
-special-steven-lenton-
melinda-salisbury-/ The 
Winter Magic feature is at 52 
minutes.  

Next week the girls in the 
Juniors will be creating their own stories inspired by the 
theme of Winter for our story writing competition. Abi will 
be helping to 
judge the 
competition and 
there are some 
special prizes!  

Mrs Thompson 

Senior Library News 

Celebrating the Positive Power of Stories 

In the January version of First News, there are a number 

of interesting environmental/ecological articles:  

Elephants have had a happy start to 2017, after China 

announced plans to ban all ivory trade by the end of 

the year. Conservationists are calling the decision 

“historic and a “game-changer” for the species. 

Brave eight-year-old Cole Turner-Hollyhomes from 

Walsall is on a mission to protect the oceans… by 

swimming with sharks. Cole’s adventure began last 

year, when he learned about the impact plastic 

pollution has on the seas and sea creatures. He 

became so alarmed that he knew he had to do 

something, so he decided to raise funds for the marine 

charity SEA LIFE Trust, which has made the reduction of 

plastic in our seas one of its key goals. 

As we know, global issues such as climate change, 

pollution, resource depletion and the need to protect 

endangered species and natural environments are 

constantly in the headlines. The issues are studied/

debated in schools across the curriculum and also 

continue to permeate fiction writing - from classic tales 

(The Last Wild) to dystopian novels (The Maze Runner). 

An article in The Guardian (April 2015) notes that “the 

cause of most dystopian societies in books is invariably 

huge environmental disaster. Time to read, sit up, learn 

and then take action before it is too late”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Library we are introducing an exciting Eco-Stand, 

which will display posters, articles, information sources 

and be filled with the latest recommended fiction and 

non-fiction books. So watch that space! 

Mrs Finch  

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
http://dtrhradio.com/episodes/2016/12/christmas-special-steven-lenton-melinda-salisbury-/
http://dtrhradio.com/episodes/2016/12/christmas-special-steven-lenton-melinda-salisbury-/
http://dtrhradio.com/episodes/2016/12/christmas-special-steven-lenton-melinda-salisbury-/
http://dtrhradio.com/episodes/2016/12/christmas-special-steven-lenton-melinda-salisbury-/
http://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/Torday-Piers/The-last-wild/9781780878300
http://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/Ness-Patrick/The-knife-of-never-letting-go--bk-1/9781406310252
http://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/Dashner-James/The-maze-runner/9781909489400
http://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/Crossan-Sarah/Breathe/9781408827192
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Hockey 

Year 7 and 8 keen hockey players attended a pre term 
hockey training session on Friday to get them going with 
their skills in preparation for the Spring Term. There are 
regular hockey practices every week: Yr 8 Wednesday 
afternoon 3.15-4pm, Yr 7 & 8 Friday lunchtimes; Yr 9 
upwards Thursday lunchtimes. 

Fixtures 

The fixture list for this term is on Firefly or ask Mrs Marsh for 
a hard copy for your planner. There are matches and 
galas for most age groups next week. 

Good luck to the Year 7 and 8 Netball teams who are 
competing in the Surrey Netball tournament on 
Wednesday 18th January. If successful they would then 
play in the Surrey Finals on March 5th. 

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

Sports Clubs after School Next Week 4-5pm 

Monday- Year 4 and 5 Hockey Club  

Tuesday- Year 6 Hockey Club  

Please see the full list of clubs and activities for sports clubs 
held before school and at activity breaks. 

Hockey  

All girls in Years 3-6 will be doing hockey this term, the girls 
must ensure they have their mouth guards and shin pads 
in school otherwise the girls will not be able to fully 
participate in the hockey lessons.  

Fixtures List 

 16th January 2017 – Year 4 (All girls) Hockey v Surbiton 
@ Hinchley Wood  

 16th January 2017- Year 5A Netball v Surbiton @ 
Hinchley Wood 

 20th January 2017- Yr3 Hockey v Twickenham @ ND 
3pm  

 23rd January 2017- U10A & B Netball v MHS (AWAY) 4pm  

 24th January 2017- U11A & B Netball v MHS @ ND 4pm 

 26th January 2017- GALA v St Teresa’s (AWAY) 4:00pm 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

MR PARSONS RUNS THE BRIGHTON 

MARATHON 

On the 9th of April 2017 I will be running the 
Brighton Marathon (26.4 Miles) for World 
Cancer Research Fund and in honour of my 
late Granddad Barry Eastman who sadly lost 
his battle with the disease when I was 
younger. He was the main reason I love and involve 
myself so much in sport today.  

World Cancer Research Fund is the leading UK charity on 
cancer prevention and survival research related to diet, 
physical activity and weight management. With your 
support we can learn more about cancer prevention to 
help more people to a cancer free future - keeping loved 
ones together for longer. 

Me and my friend Michael have a joint page and with 
support from everyone around us are trying to smash our 
£1000 target. 

No amount is too little and any donation I will be truly 
thankful for, it is so easy to donate and the page can be 
found at the following link. 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
RobAndMichaelMarathonPage 

Many thanks 

Mr Parsons 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Welcome to our three new Caterpillars Luca, Jessica 
and Anna,  all the children have settled back to school 
extremely well this week and have welcomed our new 
starters  

  KITCHEN CORNER 

16 Jan Y10 Reflection Day Snr 

19 Jan FoND Meeting 9—10.30am School 

            Y9 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

20 Jan Visit from CoMOL School in Argentina Snr 

23 Jan Y10 & 11 Poetry Loud afternoon Snr 

        Y11 Parents’ Evening (invited only) 4.30—7pm Snr  

25 Jan Y7 Parents’ Coffee Morning 8.45—9.45am Snr 

26 Jan Prep School to Polka Theatre 9—12.30pm Prep 

            GCSE Latin conference in Guildford am Snr 

27 Jan Prep start of year Mass 10.30am Prep 

       Official Opening of the New AWP afternoon School 

        FoND Quiz Night 7pm School 

31 Jan Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

1 Feb Early Years & Prep Open Morning 9—11am Prep 

2 Feb Y9-11 Maths Challenge Snr 

8 Feb Y8 Languages competition at CLFS Snr 

9 Feb Y3/4 Production to Parents—pm Prep 

    Y12/13 Parents’ Evening (invitation only) 4.30-7pm ND6 

10 Feb Y3/4 Production to school—am Prep  

13—17 Feb (incl.) HALF TERM 

21 Feb Y9 Reflection Day Snr 

28 Feb Y12/13 Higher Education Eve 7—8.30pm ND6 

2 Mar World Book Day Prep 

           Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

3 Mar Y9 Careers Day Snr 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Quiz Night 

It’s time to get your teams ready for this popular annual 
event! 

Date: Friday 27th January  

Click on the poster to book your place! Alternatively, please 
visit the FoND Upcoming Events Page on the school website.  

 

Easyfundraising 

 

Current amount of supporters: 41 

Donations to date: £522.87 

Congratulations to our Chef Manager Mandy Crane who 
has gained a Diploma in advanced hospitality 
management and tourism! 

  

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND
https://notredame.fluencycms.co.uk/Upcoming-Events

