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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

 

Surrey Swimming Champion 

Congratulations to Niamh who was 
crowned Surrey 100m Front Crawl 
Champion last weekend!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See page 7 for full report 

Operation Encompass 
Scheme 

Notre Dame school has taken the 
opportunity to join the Operation 
Encompass scheme which will run 
jointly between local schools, Surrey 
Police and Surrey County Council. 
Operation Encompass has been 
designed to provide early reporting 
on any domestic incidents that 
occur outside of school and might 
have an impact on a child in 
school. 
Operation Encompass will ensure 
that a member of the school 

teaching staff, named a ‘Key Adult’ or 
‘Deputy Key Adult’, is informed the next 
morning if there has been a domestic 
incident or if a child has been reported 
as missing. 
This means that the Key Adult or Deputy 
Key Adult can ensure that the child is 
supported whilst they are in school. 
We are keen to offer the best support 
possible for our pupils and we believe 
this is going to be extremely beneficial 
for all those involved. 
For more information please see 
www.operationencompass.org<http://
www.operationencompass.org> 

Mrs King and Miss D’Aprano 

This week began with Blue Monday, 
supposedly the most depressing day 
of the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2005, Dr Cliff Arnall, formerly of 
Cardiff University, came up with a 
light-hearted formula for predicting 
the gloomiest day of the year, based 
on factors such as weather, debts, 
days since Christmas and motivation. 
His equation suggested that the third 
Monday in January was when 
unhappiness peaked. But this year, Dr 
Arnall said it could be even more 
depressing than usual because of 
Trump and Brexit anxiety and sadness 
following the recent spate of celebrity 
deaths such as George Michael and 
Carrie Fisher which reminded people 
of their own mortality. But hope is not 
lost, as there are many ways to 
overcome feelings of hopelessness – 
exercise, prayer and meditation, 
gratefulness, altruism and even 
smiling can help avert the winter 
blues. If we are grateful for all we 
have and take a moment to enjoy 
the little things, we can be more 
content and happier. 'Yesterday is 
History, Tomorrow a Mystery, Today is 
a Gift, That's why it's called the 
Present' Bil Keane 

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

2987 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  

EdBlog 

Please find Miss D’Aprano’s latest 
Educational Blog  
 

http://ndpsedblog.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Next Week is Week B 

Chaplain’s Corner—

Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 

New Staff 

Welcome to Mrs Ward who has joined 
the Theology department.  

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
http://www.operationencompass.org%3chttp:/www.operationencompass.org
http://www.operationencompass.org%3chttp:/www.operationencompass.org
http://ndpsedblog.blogspot.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_Chaplaincy


 

 

Enquiring Minds 
Over the period of a week, Year 8 were asked to complete a 
project on a question of our choice. We did not get any 
homework, as our main focus was to achieve this task 
according to a schedule. We all got a mentor to guide us 
along the way, and we were allowed to contact them for 
advice and extra information. 

The main aim of this project was to build on our independence 
skills, and also our organisation, of completing around 45 
minutes per day. I really enjoyed this project, as it was a fun 
piece of homework that required knowledge along with 
creativity and resilience. This project was not only fun, but it was 
also a great way to improve our skills that were set as an aim 
for us all. 
 
Overall, this idea was a great success, as many of year 8 would 

agree.  Written by Ava W Year 8. 

Pictured above are the girls who received certificates for 
outstanding  resilience, creativity and academic ability in their 
projects  

Year 10 Reflection Day. 
This week, Year 10 gathered in the theatre in mufti for 
a reflection day on the theme of choices. Mrs Harrison 
led the day in which she discussed the importance of 
the choices we make, the right choices to make and 
what you think about when making a very difficult 
choice like what job you would like to do when you’re 
older. She gave us different situations in which we had 
to make hard decisions such as ‘who to save from a 
sinking boat out of people such as a doctor 
researching cancer, a pregnant woman, a child, a 
fisherman, a survival expert and ourselves!’ The year 
enjoyed it thoroughly , especially the pizza. After the 
sessions we migrated to the chapel to discuss how to 
make good choices and we concluded with making 
a memory box each, with a pearl, a bell and a small 
paper flower inside as well as a label with a bible 
quote to remind us to try and make the correct 
choices in life. All in all the whole year thoroughly 
enjoyed their time and can't wait for the next 
reflection day. 

Ella G 10LH   

Samar Attends Spanish School in 
Seville 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am really proud of Samar who spent a week in 
Seville, Spain, on her own during the Christmas 
holidays to improve her Spanish skills, and indeed she 
did!          

Mr Fernandez 
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Gangster to God: John Pridmore. 
When I first mentioned that I 

was arranging for a Gangster 
to visit our lovely school, I had 
great fun watching Mrs King’s 
face drop in sheer panic, 
however I did qualify that he 
was an ex-gangster and due 
to his dramatic conversion now 
lives and works as a lay 
member of a Catholic 
organisation in Ireland. On 
Friday 13th the chapel filled 
promptly with Year 10 and the 
VI form who were eagerly 
anticipating the arrival of John 
Pridmore. Despite of John’s 
past and initial physical presence, his message of love and 
sensitivity resonated with many of our girls and I was pleased 
to hear the positive effect it has had on them. Furthermore 
we were delighted to welcome many of our wonderful Notre 
Dame parents, prep and senior, to hear his story from 
'Gangster to God'. Finally, Year 10 and the A-Level 
Philosophy and Ethics students have subsequently had time 
to think critically about how his story might be an example of 
a religious experience to prove the existence of God.  

I hope that the gift John gave at the end serves as a 
physical reminder of his visit and I know many of the girls 
have ordered his book; happy reading. Mr Newman, Head 
of Theology.   
 

Mr. T. Newman 
Head of Theology 

 
Short story writing workshop 

The Juniors have been taking part in a Creative Writing 
Workshop this week which I ran with the help of all the Junior 
teachers. The workshop had a Wintry theme and the key 
objective was to plan and write an engaging, descriptive 
and moving short story. No small task and we were all very 
proud of the effort and focus they gave the session which 
lasted a whole morning.  
Brave adjectives, well ordered time connectives and 
extended sentences were key areas and the girls had a 
variety of resources to help them with this.  

Each girl completed her short story and has had the 
week to write it up in her best handwriting, supported with 
an illustration of their choice. 
I have already started reading the stories that have 
come in and am absolutely delighted with all of them. 
I will continue to read them all over the next few days. 
Ten short stories will be chosen for our reading champion 
Abi Elphinstone to read and judge two overall winners 
from. 
Our workshop has coincided beautifully with the Radio 2 
launch of their 500 word short story competition, the 
closing date of entry for which is 19:00 GMT on 23 
February and the live final will take place on 16 June. 
A huge thank you to all the girls and their teachers for 
making the workshop such a success. 

Mrs Barber-Head of English  

Year 6 Christmas Writing Challenge 

Well done to Chloe S who won Yellow Set’s Christmas 
writing challenge. The girls were asked to write a story 
using the elements of grammar and structure they’d 
learned during the winter term (such as the correct use of 
commas within/to introduce speech, dependent 
clauses, creating a balance 
between description, action 
and dialogue) and Chloe’s 
story showed how much 
she’s improved in these 
areas over the past few 
months. Chloe also added 
elements of a fantasy story, 
which we’d looked at in 
October, to her creation – a 
reluctant hero, a quest set by 
a wise, old man with a 
beard, an evil creature to be 
defeated using magic and 
the return to the starting point 
once the quest has been finished – so clearly Chloe has 
been paying close attention to what’s been happening 
in class.  

If you would like to read her story it can be found on this 
Firefly link in the Prep Year 6 Creative Writing Folder 

Mr Power 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/year-6/english/2016-2017-work/christmas-writing-project/yellow-set-winning-creative-story


 

 

Prep News 
ABRSM exams 

ABRSM exam candidates have been entered 
today.  We will await the decision of the board 
regarding a date.   If your daughter should be 
taking an exam this term we will contact you after half term 
once the date is confirmed. 

Start of Term Mass Friday 27 January 

All are welcome to the Start of Term Mass on Friday 27 
January at 10:30am.  The mass setting will be Malcolm 
Archer’s Folk Song Mass.  We very much look forward to 
celebrating the start of the year together and thinking 
about all the new things that may be in store.  

Childrens’ Trust Concert Lestonnac Choir Sunday 
5 March 

Save the Date for Lestonnac Choir’s performance at the 
Children’s Trust Concert at St John’s School, Leatherhead, 
on the afternoon of Sunday 5 March.  Further details and a 
permissions letter will follow.  

Mrs Shaw 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

Senior News  

Examination Success 

Hannah Chai (Year 7) has just 
passed her Grade 6 piano 
examination with distinction! 
What a fantastic achievement 
especially for someone who is 
still only 11 years old! Hannah 
also plays the cello and is a 
keen member of the school’s orchestra. She started 
playing the piano six years ago and has made huge 
progress ever since. We are all very proud of her. Well 
Done! 

ABRSM     

We have a strong list of entries for 
examinations this term with 27 students 
entering for a practical ABRSM exam and 5 
students entering for a theory exam. I would like to wish 
you all the very best of luck in your preparations. 

House Music Competition 

The house music competition is due to be held on 
March 29th this year and it promises to be an amazing 
event. Watch this space for more announcements. 

Orchestra/Choir      

If your daughter wishes to develop her musical talents in 
school then what better way then by joining one of the 
schools music groups. Orchestra is for players of Grade 4 
and above but I can simplify the music, making an 
easier part, if your daughter is really keen to get involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir is for everyone and is a great way of having fun 
with music and to develop your daughters singing 
abilities and social skills by joining in with such a varied 
group of students. There are biscuits too! We are also 
looking to start up new music groups in school so if there 
was anything in particular your daughter might be 
interested in, then please email me with your 
suggestions. 

Mr Black 

Hannah Reads at Opening of Korean Artist  
Association Event 

Hannah V (Y5) read a 
poem in English (after 
the poet herself had 
read it in Korean) at the 
opening of a Korean 
Artists Association event 
at the Korean Cultural 
Centre (just by Trafalgar 
Square) which included 
poets, painters, sculptors, classical musicians and a rock 
band. The event was headlined as “iKid" as the theme was 
"nostalgia for childhood”. There were about 100 people in 
attendance including the No 2 from the Korean Embassy. 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
YEAR 3 & 4 PRODUCTION: 

“WILBER AND THE WEB”  

Performance Thursday 9th February at 7pm in 

Montaigne Theatre 

Rehearsals are well underway!  

Miss Fletcher 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

 DANCE  
Dance Clothing 

Years 4, 5 and 6 please remember to 
bring PE or ballet kit for your dance 
classes. It is also very important to wear suitable foot 
wear, ballet shoes, jazz 
shoes or indoor trainers. 

 

Ballerina of the 
week  

is Polly A Year 2. 

 
Mrs Thomas  

Senior 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter  

Miss Graham and Miss Simpson would like to 
thank everyone who came for auditions this week. It was 
an amazing turn out with lots of excellent talent and 
wonderful enthusiasm. All the girls worked hard during the 
auditions and showed some great work. It will be a very 
hard decision to choose but the company list will be up 
next week. 

#Breakaleg Darcey A and Mrs Hart!  

The Plotters of Cabbage Patch Corner opens tonight, Fri-

day 20th January and there 

are two matinees; one on Sat-

urday 21st and another on 

Sunday 22nd January. 

Tickets are £10 and can be 

purchased on line at 

www.cobhamplayers.org.uk or 

from The Cobham Bookshop. 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE
http://www.cobhamplayers.org.uk


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Chatterbooks Club    

At this week’s meeting the girls were 
busy making New Year Reading 
Resolutions for 2017. They selected the 
ones they found the most appealing 
from a long list. These were just some 
of the ones they liked best. Which one 
would you choose? 

Reread my favourite baby book 

Read a book about a person I admire. 

Read a book that takes place in my favourite city. 

Rewrite the ending of a book I found boring. 

Ask a friend or parent to grab 10 random books. I have 
to close my eyes and pick one. No matter what it is I 
have to read it! 

The Imagination Festival at the Southbank Centre 

This annual arts festival for children coincides with our 
half term holiday and the programme includes 
something for all age groups. There will be events with 
authors such as Lauren Child and Chris Riddell, 
storytelling with The Gruffalo and Room on the Broom 
with accompanying classical music, an exhibition 
devoted to the Moomins and much more. This would 
make a lovely holiday treat so if you would like to find 
out more please visit the website for more information.  

Mrs Thompson 

Senior Library News 

In December we ran a short story competition for Year 7 
– 9 students on the theme of ‘Winter’ and  were thrilled 
by the response and quality of the stories received. We 
were taken on many journeys – to the forest and the 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

heart wrenching separation of a fawn from its mother; the 
battlefields of World War 1 and the trauma of a young 
soldier; the home of a foster family and the experience of 
a Syrian refugee who took hope from the beauty and 
magic of an English winter; the streets of a homeless man 
and his reflections. And then we had the alternative worlds 
– a trap door taking us to a winter wonderland; a forest 
destroyed by a deadly tribe; hunting wolves being hunted; 
Christmas from the perspective of a Christmas stocking...  

Prizes were awarded to the winners, runners up and the 
highly commended. Thank you to all those who took part 
and a particular congratulations to the following students: 

Year 7 
Winners  
Manasa A – Winter Hope 
Lara W – A Winter’s Tale 
Roisin M – Silent Night 
Annabel W – The Diary of a Christmas Stocking 

Runners-up 
Anastasia G – Winter Story 
Ariana R – Lost in Reality 
 
Year 8 
Winners 
Isabel K – “Asher, Asher, We’re Coming” 
Anja L – Hunters Being Hunted 
Josie S – When Will We Get Home for Christmas 
Lily B – The Winter Wonderland 
Katie G – Look at Me 
Runner-up 
Camilla M – Missing Me? 
 
Year 9 
Winners 
Niamh M – The Fairytale of a Homeless Man 
Angelina P – Winter 
YuMi K – Magical Moment 

Runners-up   
Emma F – Falling 
Lottie H – The Lost Girl 

Mrs Finch  

Thankyou FoND  

I would like to send my Thank-
you on behalf of the Prep girls, 
myself and the School to FoND 
who very kindly purchased three 
new hockey goal keeping kits 
before Christmas. The first use of 
GK kits was on Monday evening 
when the Year 4 girls played 
Surbiton. Alexia took up the 
position of Goal Keeper. These 
kits will be used by all the girls 
from Year 4-6 and will help ND to 
progress further in the 
development of hockey in the 
school. 

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/festivals-series/imagine-childrens-festival?gclid=CjwKEAiAwfzDBRCRmJe7z_7h8yQSJAC4corOwl7ZfaD1xiVhRMuSJVVRq8iK50T0cGdUfPiICLJjVBoCyY7w_wcB
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
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Surrey Schools Swimming Association 
Secondary Schools individual Gala  

Last Saturday eight girls from Notre Dame 
swam in the Surrey Schools Individual Gala held at 
Guildford Spectrum. The girls all swam incredibly well with 
Niamh K starting off the evening winning her heat in the 

 U9A and B Hockey v Surbiton 

The U9 girls played 
well on Monday 
against Surbiton and 
with their first game 
after the holidays, all 
worked extremely 
hard. The players of 
the match were Alexia 
W and Grace G.  
I hope to see all the 
girls at hockey club on 
Mondays 4-5pm.  

U10A Netball V Surbiton  

The U10 girls also 
played Surbiton on 
Monday, playing all of 
Surbiton’s teams A-D 
with short 5 minutes 
games against each. 
The ND girls worked 
hard throughout all the 
games, developing 
their skills and team 
work. The combined 
score of all Surbiton's 
teams and ND, left ND 
with an 8-2 win. Well done to Mia and Katie who got 
players of the match for their wonderful shooting.  

Fixtures Next Week  

 23rd January 2017- U10A & B Netball v MHS (AWAY) 4pm  

 24th January 2017- U11A & B Netball v MHS @ ND 4pm 

 26th January 2017- GALA v St Teresa’s (AWAY) 4:00pm 

 27th January 2017- Yr3 Hockey v Twickenham @ (AWAY) 
3:15pm 

 28th January 2017 – U10 A Netball Tournament @ Rydes 
Hill School  

 30th January 2017 – U11 A and B Netball v Surbiton @ 
ND 4:15pm 

 31st January 2017 – U10 A and U11 A Hockey v MHS and 
Tormead 4:15pm  

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 
1W Dolphins –Rachael B; 1W Starfish – Jia A 

       2S Dolphins – Hannah R; 2S Starfish – Emma L 

Swimathon 
Sorry for the delay in publishing the Swimathon results – 

these will be available in the next few weeks.     Mrs Jones 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

100m front crawl in a time of 1.06.59, which led her to win 
the junior girls 100m front crawl event. Kayleigh M swam the 
intermediate 100m front crawl and finished 12th overall in a 
time of 1.11.54. Maiya C swam 100m front crawl for the 
senior age group and finished 8th overall in a time of 
1.11.59. Evie B swam her first individual gala for Notre Dame 
in the 100m junior backstroke event and came 17th overall in 
a time of 1.36.34. Hala W swam the 100m backstroke for the 
intermediate age group and came 9th overall in a time of 
1.24.56. Jade W swam 100m backstroke in the senior age 
group and came 6th overall in a time of 1.25.72. Maya G 
swam 100m breaststroke for the junior age group and came 
17th overall in a time of 1.36.67. Finally, Zoe G swam 100m 
breaststroke for the intermediate age group and came 5th 
overall in a time of 1.30.26.   

Well done to all the girls and a very special well done to 
Niamh who is the Surrey Schools Individual 100m front 
crawl champion!! 

Swimming Gala against St. Teresa’s  
The U12 A&B, U13 A&B, U14 A&B and U15/16 A swimmers 
swam on Monday 16th January against St Teresa’s. All age 
groups swam really well against a very strong team from St 
Teresa’s. The overall results were Notre Dame 81 and St 
Teresa’s 117.  

Swimmers of the night:  
U12 Saskia; U13 Verity; U14 Emily H; U15/16 Georgia 
Well done girls! 

U15 A/B Netball v Prior’s Field  
Notre Dame U15 A/B team their first netball match of 2017 

against Prior’s Field on Wednesday. The girls played really 
well, with some lovely shooting From Anna and Helena. The 
final score was 17-10 to Prior’s Field.  

MVP: Emma A-B.  Well done to all the girls who played!! 

 U18 Netball v 

SWP 

 ND players braved 

the cold v SWP last 

night and achieved 

a great win! 

#resilience in action  

 
 
U12 v Sir William Perkins 

The U12 D and E team 
had fantastic games 
against Sir William Perkins 
this week. The D team 
won 9-0 and the E team 
won 18-1. The girls 
played extremely well 
considering how cold it 
was on court and for 
some girls this was their 
first match representing 
the school. Well done to 
both teams. 

Senior Fixtures Calendar                        Mrs Marsh 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://twitter.com/hashtag/resilience?src=hash
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

This week Butterflies have been learning the colour Red!  

23 Jan Y10 & 11 Poetry Loud afternoon Snr 

        Y11 Parents’ Evening (invited only) 4.30—7pm Snr  

25 Jan Y7 Parents’ Coffee Morning 8.45—9.45am Snr 

26 Jan Prep School to Polka Theatre 9—12.30pm Prep 

            GCSE Latin conference in Guildford am Snr 

27 Jan Prep start of year Mass 10.30am Prep 

       Official Opening of the New AWP 1.30pm School 

        FoND Quiz Night 7pm School 

31 Jan Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

1 Feb Early Years & Prep Open Morning 9—11am Prep 

2 Feb Y9-11 Maths Challenge Snr 

8 Feb Y8 Languages competition at CLFS Snr 

9 Feb Y3/4 Production to Parents—7pm Prep 

    Y12/13 Parents’ Evening (invitation only) 4.30-7pm ND6 

10 Feb Y3/4 Production to school—am Prep  

13—17 Feb (incl.) HALF TERM 

21 Feb Y9 Reflection Day Snr 

28 Feb Y12/13 Higher Education Eve 7—8.30pm ND6 

2 Mar World Book Day Prep 

           Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

3 Mar Y9 Careers Day Snr 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Exam Invigilators Wanted! 

We are currently recruiting exam invigilators and this is open to 
parents with daughters in year 8 and below. 

Department  Whole School 

Reports to Examinations Officer and Senior Invigilator 

Hours of work As and when required. 

 Morning examinations start at 9am and 
afternoon examinations start at 1:45pm.  
Invigilators are required to arrive up to 30 
minutes before the start of the examina-
tion.  Sessions will be allocated according 
to availability. 

 

Function of Post Ensure that examinations are carried out 
according to the rules set out by the ex-
amination board and that allows each 
candidate to sit the examination in the 
same conditions as other candidates 
throughout the country.  

If you would like to apply or know of somebody who would like 
to apply, please visit the following page on 
our website: 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/Exam-Invigilators 
 

Mrs Georgiou 
HR Manager 

Quiz Night -  
Please get your entry forms in by Tuesday 24 Jan 

Date: Friday 27th January 

Time: Doors open from 7pm 

Click on the poster to book your place! Alternatively, please 
visit the FoND Upcoming Events Page on the school website.  

Current amount of supporters: 41 

Donations to date: £528.43 

 
Netball Camp 
 

Learn to play the Storm 
way with Surrey Storm’s 
February Half Term 
Camps! 
Click on the image to 
see the booking site. 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Exam-Invigilators
https://notredame.fluencycms.co.uk/Upcoming-Events
http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f6f465e5e07f944adff8fb494&id=76659b37a0&e=e3b977ce79

