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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

GOING FOR GOLD AT NOTRE 
DAME SCHOOL 

We were delighted to welcome 
Olympic Gold Medalist Giselle Ansley 
to officially open the All Weather Pitch 
this afternoon.   

The completion of the pitch heralds 
the launch of hockey at our school, a 
sport the girls are delighted to 
embrace following Team GB’s 
incredible success in Rio.   

The celebration was attended by 
every pupil from Year 1—Year 13.  
Honoured guests included Parathlete 
and former pupil Fi Tilman, former 
Head, David Plummer, Governors, 
staff and pupils. 

Mrs King said; 

‘We are delighted to be opening this 
exceptional facility for our pupils. The 
all-weather pitch will not only play 
host to hockey, netball, tennis and a 
range of other sports, but will also 
enable our children to practise their 
sprints on the new track and 
continue to hone their sporting skills’ 

After watching her mum play hockey 
from a pitchside pushchair, it was just 
a few short years before Giselle 
starting playing hockey at Paignton 

Junior Hockey Club in Devon.  That 
wasn’t her only sport though, as she 
played cricket to a regional level 
before deciding to focus on hockey, 
making her debut against South 
Africa in February 2013. 

When she’s not playing hockey, 
Giselle coaches with Living Hockey at 
her club in Surbiton, as well as with 
her old club Plymouth Marjon 
whenever she can when she’s back 
in Devon.  Outside of hockey Giselle 
loves baking and supporting other 
sports like cricket and kayaking.  She 
gained a Sport and Exercise Science 
degree from Loughborough University 
and was an integral part of the 
England side who won gold at the 
Eurohockey Championships in 
London in 2015. 

Rio was her first Olympic Games. 

Did you know that a 
recent survey showed 
that men get bored 
shopping after just 26 
minutes whereas 
women it’s not until 
after 2 hours? While this gender 
difference is light-hearted, there are 
stereotypes that can stop girls entering 
various professions or taking certain 
career paths. Although much has 
been done to address the imbalance 
of the sexes across the workplace, 
there is still a way to go with only seven 
women leading FTSE companies and 
salary inequalities still apparent across 
many industries.  
By looking at women who have broken 
boundaries and become first in their 
field or to hold certain roles, we can 
inspire girls to believe that any 
occupation is open to them and to 
not discount themselves from 
something just because traditionally it 
has been a male preserve. St Jeanne 
herself, a pioneering woman of her 
time, began the first religious Order 
recognised for teaching girls and 
Notre Dame is part of her legacy. 
When Drew Gilpin Faust took the 
presidency of Harvard in 2007, she 
said of her role, “I hope that my own 
appointment can be one symbol of 
an opening of opportunities that 
would have been inconceivable 
even a generation ago... I’m not the 
woman president of Harvard, I’m the 
president of Harvard.” 

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 
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We will be celebrating Number Day at Notre Dame 
School on Friday 3rd February. It is a national day 
designed to raise awareness about numbers as well as to 
raise much needed funds for the NSPCC.  

Students in the Prep and Senior schools will be able to 
enter competitions, take part in special activities in 
lessons and wear ‘Number’ mufti (any clothes with 
numbers on).  

Please ensure your daughter brings in £1 (on either 
Thursday or Friday next week) which will be donated to 
the NSPCC.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

Mrs S Breame (Head of Senior Mathematics)  

& Ms J Caverhill (Head of Prep Mathematics)  

UKMT Senior Mathematics Challenge Awards 2017 

The UK Mathematics Trust is a registered charity whose aim is to 
advance the education of children and young people in 
mathematics.  They arrange national competitions for UK 
secondary schools. 

Last term our Year 12 and Year 13 Mathematicians took part in 
the Senior Maths Challenge.  Of the 82,000 pupils from across 
the UK who enter, the top 10% achieve gold, the next 20% 
silver and the next 30% bronze. Notre Dame has achieved a 
record of seven awards this year (three silver and four bronze). 

Year 13 

Jacqueline C and Maria S – Bronze awards 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

Last week, the Chaplaincy Team delivered 
this year’s collection of goods to the 

Cardinal Hume Centre in Westminster. Thanks to the 
generosity of staff, students and parents, there was a 
large amount of warm winter clothes, toiletries and 
dried food to 
donate. As well as 
learning about the 
work the Centre 
does helping 
people overcome 
poverty and 
homelessness, the 
students also had 
the opportunity to 
help sorting items 
and tackling other 
practical tasks. We 
also visited The 
Passage, which runs London’s largest voluntary sector 
resource centre for homeless and vulnerable people, 
had a tour of their facilities and helped there too with 
a large amount of donations that needed 
categorising.  
This community service was a fantastic team building 
experience and gave the girls an insight into some of 
the challenges facing those who work in this sector. 
They willingly worked hard undertaking some 
unglamorous tasks such as sorting out a paint shed 

without any 
complaints 
and were 
worthy 
ambassadors 
for the 
school. The 
Centre 
tweeted this 
after our visit 
‘I wish we 
could bottle 
your 

enthusiasm and patience, we'd make a fortune. 
THANK YOU!’ Our day ended with a quick visit to 
Westminster Cathedral, catching the sunset from the 
tower, with the opportunity to reflect on all we’d seen 
and learnt.  
 

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

Cordelia H – Silver award and Best in Year 

Year 12 

Deep S and Munia Z – Bronze awards 

Cheyenne W – Silver award 

Ella M – Silver award, Best in Year and Best in School 

We are extremely proud of these girls and look forward 
to awarding further certificates to our Intermediate and 
Junior challengers later this year. 

The Mathematics Department 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
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Languages—Follow us on twitter: 
@NDS_LANGUAGES 
 
Samar’s Trip to Seville 

Last December 2016 I took a plane to Seville 
to immerse myself in the Spanish culture and to improve my 
Spanish speaking skills. 
I was there for a week, I stayed with a lovely family and 
attended a school called ‘CLIC’ which is where many foreign 
speakers come together to learn Spanish. I was surprised to 
find that each class only had a maximum of 10 people, all 
of different nationalities and ages in one class together. At 
first I thought there was no way I would be able to express 
my thoughts and ideas as nobody would understand me but 
as the week went on, I became more confident in my 
speech and could have a conversation in Spanish with 
someone who lived on the other side of the world to me. 

Class started at 9:20 with a short break at 11:00 and ended 
at 1.00, which gave me a lot of time after school to explore 
Seville. The school and my accommodation were in the very 
middle of Seville and therefore I was surrounded by 
astounding architecture and history, all within a 20 minutes 
radius. As a result, there was always something to do! 

I had an amazing time and it was an experience that I will 
never forget. Thank you to Mr Fernandez for helping with the 
organisation of my trip and for convincing me to attend 
Spanish lessons during the Christmas break. I would highly 
recommend this to anyone who would like to improve their 
language abilities. It’s a great way to interact with people of 
a different culture and to explore the unknown. 

 
GCSE Latin 

Conference 
On Thursday, 
26th January, 
Year 11 girls 
attended the 
Guildford 
Classical 
Association GCSE 
Latin Conference 
in which Prof 

Matthew Leigh of St Anne's College, Oxford, spoke on 
Virgil: Aeneid 1 and Prof Rhiannon Ash of Merton 
College, Oxford, spoke on Tacitus: Messalina, and Pliny: 
Ummidia Quadratilla. The conference  was held in the 
beautiful Holy Trinity Church in Guildford. 

Mrs Costa-Veysey  

Argentinian Visitors 

Last Friday we had the pleasure of welcoming a group 
of visitors from one of our schools in Argentina—
Compania de Maria Cespedes. The visit was arranged 
after our GCSE and A Level Language students enjoyed 
a skype call last May during Feast Day. Social media 
has enabled the girls to communicate and so it was 
lovely for them all to finally meet face-to-face in our 
beautiful school. They were clearly impressed with our 
wonderful facilities especially the Theatre!. 

 
Form Captains 
Congratulations to the following girls on becoming 

Form Captains 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_LANGUAGES


 

 

Prep News 
FAITH AND MUSIC ASSEMBLIES 

 
Due to the wonderful numbers of girls wishing to play 
instruments in their class assemblies last year, this year we 
have decided to facilitate these performances by giving 
class musicians their own platform separate from their class 
assemblies.  These Faith and Music assemblies will be a 
musical extravaganza of hymns, songs and solo 
performances, with a message of faith.  Parents are 
welcome to come to these assemblies to hear their 
children perform. 
 
These informal assemblies are not a competition and are 
not exclusive.  All children in each class who wish to play 
may do so, whether they learn in school or out.  The idea is 
not for children to get stressed about these performances 
but for them to enjoy the opportunity to play for their friends 
and parents.  Therefore we will not be running lots of 
rehearsals in advance for each one.  Instead, the girls will 
be asked what they would like to play in their music lesson 
the week before the assembly.  Girls may then bring their 
instruments in for an informal run through with Mrs Shaw on 
the day of the assembly itself, in the chapel at 8:30am.   
 
Girls should choose a piece they already know well for their 
class’s Faith and Music assembly rather than picking a new 
or hard piece that they will have to spend too much time 
practising.  Assemblies will be conducted in an 
encouraging and supportive atmosphere where all players 
can feel welcome, whatever their stage of expertise.  
 
4GW will be kicking off our first Faith and Music assembly on 
Friday 24 February at 9am.  Musicians should come to the 
Chapel at 8:30am with their instruments, music and piano 
accompaniments.  

 

Mass 
Thank you to all of the Prep school girls for their beautiful 

singing in our Mass this morning celebrating being together 
at the start of the year. 

 

Mrs Shaw 

 DANCE  
Last weekend Mia-Lily competed at 
the Woking Festival of Dance, in the 

junior acrobats category. The team all 
did amazing taking 1st place with Gold.  

Senior News  

Thank you! 

I would just like to say a big thank you to all 
instrumentalists and singers who showed their talents and 
skills beautifully this week under the watchful eye of the 
visiting team of ISI inspectors. Thank you choir, thank you 
orchestra and thank you to everyone for hymn practice! 

Instrumental Lessons 

With the Spring term well underway, and the start of the 
new year still fresh in our minds, I wanted to advertise the 
splendid team of instrumental teachers we have here at 
Notre Dame. 

They can offer tuition in any instrument from a piccolo to 
a double bass, drum kit, orchestral percussion, music 
theory, music technology, piano, guitar and singing of 
any style or genre. 

If you would like your daughter to start having lessons in 
school then please contact me at 
DBlack@notredame.co.uk to ask for a form, or contact 
the main school office. If you would like to discuss the 
options of which instrument might best suit your daughter 
then I am more than happy to discuss this with you so 
please feel free to contact me at any time. 

 

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

mailto:DBlack@notredame.co.uk
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
Babe, The Sheep Pig 

Yesterday Reception to Year 6 were treated to a trip to the 
Polka Theatre in Wimbledon to see  a Play by David Wood 
based on the book ‘Babe, The Sheep Pig’, by 
Dick King-Smith. 

It truly was an enchanting winter warmer as 
we followed the incredible story of one 
piglet’s rise to become the world famous 
sheep-pig. The girls and staff loved it and 
want to thank Mrs West for organising this for 
us! 

A trailer for the show can be seen by clicking 
on the following link: 

http://www.babethepiglive.com/ 

Photos of the girls in the Polka Theatre 

Miss Fletcher 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

Senior 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter and Inter-
House Drama Festival Plays – Casts shortly to 
be announced 

It’s been a busy week for performers in Years 7 to 9.  The 
company of actors for this year’s Lower School Play, The 
Firework Maker’s Daughter, has been announced and a 
lively first rehearsal and final audition to decide final 
casting was held on Thursday evening.   

 

Additionally, 
all actors 
involved in 
the Inter-
House Drama 
Festival are 
also awaiting 
the news 
about their 
roles in this 
year’s House 
plays:  
Montaigne 
are directing, 
Samurai, 
Lestonnac 
are directing 
The Willow 
Pattern, 
Eyquem are 
directing The 
Peach Child 
and 
Montferrant 
are directing 
A Year and A 
Day. 

Miss Graham, Miss Simpson and the Year 10 Drama GCSE 
House Directors have been very impressed with the skills, 
talents and energy of all the actors they have seen in the 
recent auditions.  The cast lists for all these plays should 
be posted on the Drama Department notice board next 
week! 

 

Senior LAMDA Notice – Exam Dates & Times  

By now you should know your examination date and time 
for the next LAMDA Examination Session, which will run 
from Monday 6th to Wednesday 8th February, in the week 
before half-term.  Mrs Treherne, Miss Graham and Mrs 
Humphreys would like to remind you to go over your 
pieces and theory as often as possible and ensure you 
have organised clean copies of your poem and prose for 
Verse & Prose examinations.  Good luck with your final 
preparations. 

 

Miss Graham 

Photos taken from the ‘babethepiglive’ website 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.babethepiglive.com/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Sharing books… 

One of the joys of our prep library is seeing the books 
enjoyed and shared by all age groups. Everyone from 
our little Hedgehogs and Squirrels to our girls in Years 5 
and 6 are able to travel to another world via a story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and Finding Out 

Don’t forget to use the 
library area on Firefly for 
help with research and 
finding information. The links 
available there can be used 
for TASK, homework or for 
your own interest in everything from animals to far flung 
places. Just log-on to Firefly from home, click on the 
library area and visit the different pages to find what you 
want. To access the brilliant on-line encyclopedia World 
Book Kids, you will need to enter the user name: 
notredame11 and the 
password: burwood. 

You can also check out all the 
latest book news on the CBBC 
Book Club website.   

New Books in the Library 

Some lovely new books, both fiction and non-fiction 
have arrived in the library this week. These include:  

for our older girls – ‘The Wilderness War’ by Gill Lewis – a 
exciting new adventure that celebrates the outdoors 
and the freedom to explore it.  

a funny picture book for our younger readers about 
‘Hoot the Owl – Master of Disguise’ by Sean Taylor 
illustrated by Jean Jullien.  

and Dear Pope Francis – a charming book in which The 
Pope answers letters from children around the world.  
Come and have a look on our shelves soon. 

Mrs Thompson 

Senior Library News 
Senior Library News 
 
We are very excited to have received our World Book 
Day pack. The pack contains ideas to celebrate this 
annual occasion, details of new titles and collections 
and also £1 book tokens which we will be handing out 
(the tokens can be exchanged for the two selected 
books below – or put towards the cost of any book or 
audiobook and are valid from 27 February – 26 March).  
The World Book Day website 
(worldbookday.com) is full of fantastic facts, 
ideas and competitions for children of all ages. 
The new ‘Imagination Channel’ shows 
videos of authors and illustrators 
discussing where and how they get their 
inspiration. ‘Storycraft’ videos include 
authors such as Charlie Higson 
describing how he builds suspense and 
plants clues.   
For parents, there is a booklist with 
recommended reading for all age 
groups and you can also check out the 
WRITES OF PASSAGE ‘the ultimate list of 
50 books that will change YOUR life and 
rock your world, as nominated by young 
people and adults nationwide. There are 
books for every mood and genre and 
every one of them will keep you turning the 
pages’.  
In the Library we will be acquiring some of 

the newly advertised titles 
including Carve the Mark 
- a stunning new science-
fiction fantasy series by 
Veronica Roth and How to 
be a Young Writer by 
Christopher Edge.  
 
We look forward to 

celebrating World Book Day with the studenst and 
activities/events will be advertised in February. 

Mrs Finch  

U10 and U11 Netball matches v Manor House 

This week both the U10 and U11 teams played Manor 
House, U10’s played on Monday 23rd January and the 
U11s on Tuesday 24th January. The ND girls played 
wonderful netball and despite not playing for a few weeks 
were able to work together as a team and secure wins 
across all the teams and age groups.  

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

U10 Results U11 Results 

A team won 7-0 Ashleigh 
was voted player of the 
match 

A Team won 3-1 Emily was 
voted player of the match 

B team won 11-1 Alice was 
voted player of the match 

B Team won 4-1 Juliette 
was voted player of the 
match 

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/cbbc-book-club
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/cbbc-book-club
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
http://www.worldbookday.com/book/island/
http://www.worldbookday.com/book/dead-of-night/
http://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/9780198376484_How-to-be-a-Young-Writer.jpg
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Surrey Schools’ Cross Country 
Championships 
Last Saturday four girls from Notre Dame 
were selected to represent North East 
Surrey in the Surrey Schools’ 
Championships held in Reigate Priory Park. 

Congratulations to Bella T and Sophia G 
from Year 9 who ran in the Junior Girls 
race; despite tough conditions both girls 
completed the course and enjoyed the 
experience. In the U13 race Lulu W and Poppy P both ran 
very well, finishing in 15th and 26th places respectively out of 
a field of 78 runners. As a result of Lulu finishing in the top 
20 she has now qualified to represent Surrey in the South-
East Inter-Counties Championships at the end of March 
and has also been invited to attend an elite cross country 
training day in half-term; we wish her well! 

Surrey Schools’ U12 + U13 Netball Tournament 

The Year 7 & 8A netball teams travelled to Prior’s Field 
School to take part in their age group Surrey county 
tournaments. The U13 team played well throughout the 
day, beginning with a good 8-1 win against Graveney; a 
narrow loss against Manor House was followed with a strong 
performance against 
Claremont in which ND 
won 7-3. Cranleigh 
proved to be the 
strongest team in the 
section and although ND 
worked hard it was 
Cranleigh who gained a 
good win. The final 
match against Felton 
Fleet resulted in a win for 
Felton Fleet but the team should be proud of their 
performance. Overall they were 4th place in their group; 
some excellent netball was played and the girls showed 
good teamwork and resilience. 

The U13 Squad were: Poppy C-S, Ava W, Natasha B, Verity 
P, Caitlin P, Ella M, Bonnie L, Helaina K, Tessa P.  

The Under 12 netball team despite a few nerves started 
well, by beating Prior’s Field 7-3, then beat Felton Fleet 7-3, 
they lost to Guildford High 11-4, beat Epsom College 12-1 
and beat Dane’s Hill 6-3; a draw against St John’s meant 
that Notre Dame and St Johns were joint on points and it 
went down to a 
calculation of goal 
difference to separate us 
for the 2nd place slot. 
Notre Dame had scored 
39 goals, 6 goals more 
than St Johns although we 
had equal goals against 
us (24)- we therefore 
came second in our 
group behind Guildford 
High and qualify for the Surrey Finals on March 5th. Well 
done to all 9 girls: Sienna, Bella, Lulu, Chelsea, Josie, Katie, 

Anya, Roisin and Manasa.           Mrs Marsh 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Good Luck on Saturday ND 

The U10A netball team is playing in the Rydes Hill 
Tournament on Saturday 28th Jan, good luck to all those 

involved.  

Clubs Next Week  

 Year 6 Hockey Club on Tuesday 31st January is cancelled 
due to a Tri tournament taking place at ND involving 
selected girls from years 5 to 6 

 Year 4 and 5 Hockey club will run as normal on Monday 
with Mr Parsons 

Fixtures Coming Up 

 30th January 2017 – U11 A and B Netball v Surbiton @ ND 
4:15pm 

 31st January 2017 – U10 A and U11 A Hockey v MHS and 
Tormead 4:15pm 

 2nd February – Swimming Gala v Halstead @ ND 4pm 

 6th February – U9 Netball v Downsend (All girls from Year 4 
invited) 4:15pm 

 8th February- Surrey U11 Netball Tournament- Details TBC 

 9th February- IAPS Swimming Gala @ St Teresa’s (selected 
girls) 

 10th February- U8 and U9A Netball v Tormead @ ND 
3:45pm  

 HALF TERM  

 U10A and U11A Hockey v MHS @ ND 4pm 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

Swimmer of the week 
1W Dolphins - Arina G; 1W starfish - Elisia CJ 
2S - Dolphins - Polly A; 2S - Starfish - Olivia S 

 
Swimming Gala at Home next Thursday - Yr 3,4,5 & 6 
against Halstead. 

Mrs Jones 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Squirrels and Hedgehogs have been learning 

about Chinese New Year. This week they have 

enjoyed making a dragon and dancing to some 

Chinese music. 

27 Jan FoND Quiz Night 7pm School 

30 Jan—3 Feb Y10 MFL speaking assessments  Snr 

 Y10-13 Teenage Cancer Trust Talk by Hannah Maxwell   

                                                                                    Snr 

31 Jan Year 10 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

1 Feb Early Years & Prep Open Morning 9—11am Prep 

2 Feb Y9-11 Maths Challenge Snr 

3 Feb Prep and Senior Number Day & Mufti School 

6 Feb Y11 GCSE Food Controlled Assessment Snr 

7 Feb Y11 GCSE Food Controlled Assessment Snr 

          Y5 Science Challenge Competition Prep 

8 Feb Y8 Languages competition at CLFS Snr 

9 Feb Y3/4 Production to Parents—7pm Prep 

    Y12/13 Parents’ Evening (invitation only) 4.30-7pm 

ND6 

10 Feb Y3/4 Production to school—am Prep  

13—17 Feb (incl.) HALF TERM 

20 Feb Y11 MFL Speaking Assessments Snr 

21 Feb Y9 Reflection Day Snr 

24 Feb Faith and Music Assembly—4GW Prep 

28 Feb Y12/13 Higher Education Eve 7—8.30pm ND6 

2 Mar World Book Day Prep 

           Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr 

3 Mar Y9 Careers Day Snr 

5 Mar Lestonnac Choir Children’s Trust Concert at  

                                              St John’s Leatherhead Prep 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Quiz Night - TONIGHT! 27th January 2017 

We look forward to welcoming you all tonight for a fun even-
ing. 

Timings 

   Doors Open                -        7pm 

   Quiz Commences      -        7.45pm 
   Curry Super                 -        8.30/8.45pm 
   Carriages                    -        11pm 

Current amount of supporters: 55 

Donations to date: £550.79 

 
    Netball Camp 
 
Learn to play the Storm way with Surrey Storm’s February Half 
Term Camps! 
Click on the image to see the booking site. 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND
https://notredame.fluencycms.co.uk/Upcoming-Events
http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f6f465e5e07f944adff8fb494&id=76659b37a0&e=e3b977ce79

