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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Mothers’ Day Tea 

Parents, grandparents and staff 
were treated to a beautiful Mothers’ 
Day assembly by Reception class. 
They were word perfect and had 
prepared beautiful paintings, songs 
and poems! Following the assembly 
guests were treated to a special 
Mothers’ Day tea and each were 
presented with a variety of hand 
made gifts! 

This afternoon FoND have organised 
a Mothers’ Day tea for the ND 
community to enjoy! 

Life has a habit 
of throwing 
curve balls; 
things that 
come along 
when we are 
least expecting 
them, some 

good, some bad. Our response is 
what is key. If it is a disappointment, 
defeat or disaster do we crumble 
and retreat or stand firm and look for 
ways to cope and work through it? If it 
is a reunion, recognition or reward do 
we miss the moment or embrace it 
and make the most of the 
opportunity? Those caught up in this 
week’s terrorist attack in London, and 
those affected as a result, have had 
a major curve ball thrown at them 
and it will be a challenge to adjust, 
recover, forgive and live again after 
such trauma. They are all in our 
thoughts and prayers. May we too 
play our part in helping those around 
us deal with unexpected difficulties 
offering practical, emotional and 
spiritual support. Psalm 46.1 ‘God is 
our refuge and our strength, an ever-
present help in times of trouble.’  

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

Prep Workshare Weekend 

Thank you for the comments you 
returned to me after the workshare 
weekend. After two very busy weeks I 
have finally read them all, and I have 
been absolutely delighted by the 
overwhelmingly positive response. I 
am glad to find that so many of you 
have appreciated this chance to look 
through the work with your children, 
and a recurrent theme is how proud 
the children are of the work they have 
done, and how enjoyable it was to 
celebrate this together.  

I will be sharing your comments with 
the teachers, so if you have any further 
questions about the work do email the 
class teachers directly.  

Miss D’Aprano 

 

Farewell Chicks! 

After an exciting few weeks of 
watching the eggs hatch into beautiful 
fluffy chicks, it is time to rehome them 
on a free range farm where they can 
roam to their hearts content! 

Thank you to everyone for looking after 
them so well! It was such a hit we may 
well do the same thing next year! 

3042 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  Next Week is Week A 

Chaplain’s Corner—

Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 
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Love of Reading 
Following our interview with Mrs Thompson last week, we carried 
on our journey through the school by going next door to the 
office where we found our next volunteer: Mrs Keane. 

It’s clear that Mrs Keane has a 
passion for reading as she believes 
reading “takes me away from a 
busy day.” I think she means that 
reading settles your mind so that 
you’re not stressed in the morning. 

We also asked Mrs Keane what 
genre she liked the best and she 
said, “Romance novels as they 
always have happy endings.” Mrs 
Keane “can’t remember her first 
book,” but a novel she would 
recommend is To Kill A 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  

If you wanted to make Mrs Keane 
ecstatic, you could give her either 
a copy of the Bible or a novel to 
curl up with on the sofa. I must warn you though to never give 
Mrs Keane a book about horror for her birthday as you’ll scare 
her out of her skin! 

I hope this interview has inspired you and has helped you to 
understand that reading can be fun in many different ways.  

Emily W 

 

 

Science—Follow us on twitter 
@NDS_SCIENCE 

Science Week 
As part of Science 
Week, Year 7 
students have been 

involved in solving a murder 
mystery.  They had to analyse 
blood, ink, finger prints and soil 
samples taken from the scene of 
the crime.  They have all done a 
fantastic job in solving the crime.  
We definitely have a number of 
budding forensic scientists. 
 

Mr Lee 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

 

YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP – SLAPTON LEY 

After a five-hour coach journey, 
and several stops at the service 
station we were delighted to arrive 
in Slapton Ley, Devon. After a 
quick break we all went down to 
the beach to draw a field sketch, 
take a cliff profile, look at rock 
types and study the shingle on the 
beach. This was very useful as we 
were able to practise the fieldwork 
techniques studied in our lessons, 
outdoors.  Later that evening we 
went back to the classroom to 
carry out some statistical tests in 
order to classify rock types on the beach.   

On the Saturday we woke up ready for the day ahead 
and excited for our cooked breakfast, until we found 
out what was planned for the day, a six-hour hike! We 
arrived at Start Point, and we were blown away, quite 
literally! During the day we learnt about the history of 
the coastal villages, took some beach profiles and 
conducted a cost benefit analysis of the area. Our 
most favourite part of the day definitely had to be 
when we stopped off for some fish and chips along 
the sea front. We used the data gathered later in the 
lab to test it statistically, including Spearman’s Rank, 
Chi-squared and the Mann Whitney-U test, which we 
all found challenging but interesting. 

Sunday had to be our favourite day, as we travelled to 
the town of Totnes, where we learnt about how it had 
become the UK’s first transition town supporting locally 
produced foods and promoting independent shops.  
Whilst we looked around the town we came across a 
local market, where we sampled some delicious 
food. We collected information to compare with 
Slapton, where we were staying and to see how the 
town had regenerated. 

However, sadly, after this it was time to go home. We 
had a very enjoyable weekend and would 
recommend this trip to anyone who has the 
opportunity.  

By Laura K and Katie B 

https://twitter.com/NDS_SCIENCE
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UKMT Team Maths Challenge (Year 8 & 9) 

On Wednesday, I accompanied four mathematicians who 
were taking part in the United Kingdom Mathematical Trust 
(UKMT) Team Challenge.   

This was a regional competition involving 34 schools from the 
local area.  The girls took part in four competitive rounds 
which showcased their problem solving skills and 
emphasised the importance of team work.  Below is a 
sample of the ‘warm-up’ questions to give you a flavour of 
how challenging the actual problems were. 

Notre Dame had a special mention for our high score in the 
‘crossnumber’ round and we came a very respectable 12th 
place overall.  Congratulations Kayleigh, Yoo Jin, Soobin and 
Maya! 

Mrs Breame, Head of Mathematics 

Here are a few of the ‘warm-up’ questions which greeted 
the girls upon arrival: 

A) A circle passes through the four vertices of a square.  
The circle’s diameter is 20cm.  What is the area of 
the square? 

 
B)    Find three positive numbers which have a sum of 19 
             and a product of 240. 
 
C) Find the product of any four consecutive integers 

and add 1.  What special type of number do you 
always get?  Can you prove this? 

 
D) Every positive integer can be written as the sum of 

four square.  Write 65, 75 and 85 as the sum of the 
squares of four non-negative integers.  How many 
different ways can you find for each? 

 

Gold for Esther in Gymnastics! 

Congratulations to Esther I (Year 7) who 
competed in a gymnastic competition 
in Addlestone the weekend before last. 
She was competing in the U13 floor 
routine and vault for her club. It proved 
to be a very successful competition for 
Esther as she won gold in the floor 
routine and silver for her two vaults! 

Exam Study Skills 

With GCSE exam season looming, it was time to 
introduce Year 11 to a range of very effective learning 
tools and exam preparation skills. Positively Mad provided 
the girls with exam busters and super speed study skills to 
ensure they #keepcalm and see exams as a 
#timetoshowoffourknowledge  

A study skills workshop was also enjoyed by Year 7, who 
will be taking their first set of senior exams this summer! 
What better way to prepare them!  

Languages—Follow us on twitter: 
@NDS_LANGUAGES 
 
French Exchange 
We welcomed our French exchange 

students from Marracq College in Bayonne! They are 
staying with ND families and are enjoying a variety of 
activities including a trip to London sight-seeing.  
This picture was taken during their tour of the Prep school! 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/keepcalm?src=hash
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Prep News 
Spring Concert: 

A full list of ensembles involved in the Spring Concert has 
been sent out by In Touch.  Please complete the 
permission form in order to register your daughter and book 
your place in the theatre.  The concert will take place in 
the Montaigne Theatre at 7pm on Wednesday 29 March. 
Girls are to arrive at 6.30pm and come straight to the 
theatre. Refreshments will be available in the Montaigne 
Studio. 

Girls will also need to remember their instruments for extra 
rehearsals on the following days: 

 Tuesday 28 March—all performers 

Faith and Music Assemblies 
 6S Friday 28th April 9am 

Musicians should come to the Chapel at 8:30am with their 
instruments, music and piano accompaniments.  

 
Lestonnac Choir 

There will be no Lestonnac choir next Wednesday due to 
the Spring concert later in the evening. Next term 
Lestonnac choir will run from 4—4.30pm on Wednesdays 
until the May Mass. There will be choir on the first day of 
term! 

Mrs Shaw 

Senior News  
House Music Competition  
This event is now less than a 

week away! Each house is 
performing a medley of 4 
songs including: ‘We’re all in this 
together’ from High School 
Musical, ‘Beat It’ by Michael 
Jackson, ‘Don’t Stop me Now’ by Queen and ‘We are the 
Champions’. Please encourage your daughter to learn the 
words to these songs and to practice their dance moves to 
be ready for the final next Wednesday! The best 
performance will be judged on musical quality and stage 
presence so get practising and Best of Luck! 

Soloists 
The solo section to the competition is now closed and I am 
happy to announce that we had 30 entrants this year, which 
is great! I am auditioning these students each day in school 
and choosing the best from each house to go forward to 
the final on March 29th. The overall best singer and best 
instrumentalist will each receive a prize. 

 DANCE  

Ballerinas of the week are  
Hannah B and Thea D Year 5.  

All Summer Term Exam girls, please make sure forms 

are handed in by the end of next week.  

Mrs Thomas  

Music Technology  
We are very proud to now offer 
tuition in Music Technology in the 
senior school. This is a rapidly 
growing area within the music 
industry and has the potential to 
lead to places at university and 
in the workplace. We are so proud at Notre Dame to 
enlist the help of Markus Flaherty, a professional 
composer working in the field of television and radio. He 
presented an assembly last week to the girls and I would 
like you to encourage them to sign up for lessons with 
him. The senior school has its own purpose built recording 
studio with industry standard software, large mixing desk, 
microphones and two iMac computers. Your daughter 
can receive lessons in how to create music using this 
technology from Mr Flaherty, similar to having lessons on 
an instrument or with the voice. For more information and 
an application form please contact Mr Black on 
DBlack@notredame.co.uk .   

Whole School News 

Practical Music Examinations  
Next Monday is the day of the ABRSM 
practical exams for this term. Please 
make sure your daughter has her 
instrument and music in school on 
Monday. Please ensure they arrive for 
their exam 15mins before the start time; this is to set up 
and warm up their instrument and have a run through 
some of their pieces. Please make sure your daughter is 
practising over the weekend to prepare for each part of 
their exam. Finally, may I wish them all the Very Best of 
Luck! 

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

(don’t 
know if there are any shots from 

performed for the Friend of Notre 
Dame mother’s day event, held 
in the sports hall this Friday. They 
sang a variety of repertoire from 

Maisie Tiedeman. Well done girls 

mailto:DBlack@notredame.co.uk
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
Guess who’s back? 

Year 5 were delighted to be reunited 
with their old pal the Giant whilst working 
on their pieces from the BFG! 

Miss Fletcher 

Senior 
Congratulations to our talented Year 11 GCSE drama 
students on excellent performances of ‘Shakers’ and ‘Two’ . 
Good luck with your performances tonight! #breakaleg 
ladies! 

Shakers 

Two 

Miss Graham 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 
Visit by Abi Elphinstone  

As mentioned in last week’s mailing 
Abi Elphinstone will be returning to 
Notre Dame on Tuesday 25th April to 
run creative writing workshops with 
the girls in Year 4 -6. We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming Abi back as her visit 
last year was a huge success.  

Abi will be signing copies of her books for pupils during 
her visit and these are available to pre-order. A letter has 
been sent home via Intouch giving full details and any 
orders should be returned to the school by Tuesday 
28th March please. There will be a small number of 
books available to buy on the day but last year some 
girls were disappointed so it is safer to pre-order. Thank 
you. 

Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Award Shortlists  

The shortlists for the 2017 CILIP Carnegie and Kate 
Greenaway Medals, the UK's oldest and most prestigious 
book awards for children and young people, were 
revealed last week. The Kate Greenaway Medal 
celebrates illustration in children's books and we are 
delighted to have these wonderful books available to 
borrow from our prep library. This year in particular there 
is a wide range on the list including non-fiction so we 
plan to be sharing these wonderful examples of 
children’s books with the girls over the next term.  

Here are the titles on this year’s list: Wild Animals of the 
North illustrated and written by Dieter Braun, TIDY 
illustrated and written by Emily Gravett, The Wolves of 
Currumpaw illustrated and written by William Grill, Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone illustrated by Jim Kay, 
written by J.K. Rowling, A Great Big Cuddle illustrated by 
Chris Riddell and written by Michael Rosen, The Journey 
illustrated and written by Francesca Sanna, The Marvels 
illustrated and written by Brian Selznick and There is a 
Tribe of Kids illustrated and written by Lane Smith. 

Mrs Thompson 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
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Senior Library News 
In this week’s edition of First News, there is a Special 
Report on Brexit – ‘Everything You Need to Know about 
Britain Leaving the EU’. The article explains, in basic terms, 
the background to the decision; information about the 
European Union, Single Market and Article 50; key 
decision dates; questions about immigration, passports; 
what Brexit means for Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

We will be encouraging students to read the article and 
to explore the Library resources on this subject which 
includes books (Politics section) and E-Links on the Eclipse 
system. There is a very useful site entitled ‘European Union 
at a Glance’ which includes 12 lessons on the past, 
present and future of the EU; what it is, how it works and 
on which economic principles it is based.  

New to the shelves will be Britain & The European Union 
written by Simon Adams, which has the following write-
up.  

This comprehensive guide is an 
ideal introduction to the concept of 
the EU for readers aged 10 and up. 
It explores what the EU is, how it was 
formed, how it governs, its member 
states, its citizens and its role in 
Europe and the wider world, with a 
particular focus on Britain's 
relationship with the EU. It includes a 
chapter exploring the results of the 

Brexit referendum, looking at the pros and cons of being 
a member and what the future hold for Britain, post-
Brexit. It concludes with a detailed fact file on every 
country that is currently a member of the EU, as well as a 
glimpse at possible future member states, such as 
Turkey.  

Mrs Finch  

ERPSSA District XC 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Last Saturday Notre Dame hosted the Annual ERPSSA District 
XC, which involved 547 children from across the Elmbridge 
and Runnymede District. 16 schools took part in the event, 
with boys and girls U9, U10 and U11 races. Very well done to 
all those children to took part, they all excelled themselves 
making it a very exciting event.  

Notre Dame Results 

The Notre Dame teams finished off the XC season on a high, 
retaining the U9 and U10 Shields. The U11 girls finished 2nd as 
a team. Well done to Sabrina in Year 3 and Daisy in Year 6 
who both won their races.  

It was a thoroughly enjoyable morning and I very much 
hope to see the event return to ND next year.  

U10A –D Netball v St Catherine’s 

On Tuesday the U10 girls had their last netball match against 
St Catherine’s. It was a wonderful afternoon of netball, where 
the girls put in a good performance against tough teams. 
Thank you to some of the Yr4 girls who also played.  

CLFS U9 Tournament  

The U9 girls finished 
their netball season 
on a high this week 
by winning the CLFS 
U9 Netball 
Tournament. The girls 
played 5 games in 
total, winning 4 and 
Drawing 1 but only 
conceding 2 goals! 
They have worked 
extremely hard over the year and very much deserve this 
result. Well done to Cameron who was awarded player of 
the tournament from ND.  

Last Week of Term  

Please be aware that Mrs Purgavie and Mr Parsons won’t be 
running any clubs during activities break, before and after 
school in the last week of term Monday 27th – Thursday 30th 
March.  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

Please keep collecting the active kids 
vouchers over the holidays! 

Fixtures after Easter Holidays 

 Tuesday 25th April- U11 Versatility Tournament  

 Wednesday 3rd May – Athletics @ GHS U10 and U11 

 Friday 5th May- U8A and B Rounders v Bishopsgate @ ND 
3pm 

 Monday 8th May- U9, U10 and U11 Surrey Tennis League 
Matches @ Rowan 4:15pm  

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

St Teresa’s Gala Report 

Last Thursday’s gala was a close one and after the first 16 
races, the score was Notre Dame 76 – St Teresa’s 72. Again it 
was our strength in our relay teams that enabled us to win six 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://www.flickr.com/photos/notredamecobham/albums
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1
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Guildford High School Cross Country  

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

of the nine relay events and this secured the victory. The 
Final score was Notre Dame 122 – St Teresa’s 110. 

Looking at the times, there were not as many PB’s as 
normal but there were some fantastic times. 

The following girls set a new PB. 

Year 3: Sabrina, Mia Lily, Serena, Lexi and Megan.  
Year 4: Lila, Seung A, Alexia, Olivia, Grace, Gracie.  
Year 5: Darcey , Esma, Olivia, Hannah , Sophie L, Esme. 
Year 6: Che-won, Juliette. 

The Year 3 Swimmer of the night was Lexi for a great new 
front crawl time and special mention to Megan for 
improving her front crawl time in each race.  
The Year 4 swimmer of the night was Lila for a new back 
stroke record and special mention to Seung-A for her PB in 
breaststroke. 
The Year 5 swimmer of the night was Esme, setting new 
records for both breaststroke and front crawl and special 
mention to Hannah V, fantastic new record for front crawl. 

The Year 6 Swimmer of the night was Juliette, setting two 
new PB’s and special mention to Che-won for her new 
butterfly PB. 

Thanks again to all the supporters and helpers, and of 
course, to the girls who once again pulled another win out 
of the bag. 

IAPS 

We have had preliminary results regarding IAPS but the 
official results are not being released until Thursday 30th 
March, so these will be announced in next week’s mailing. 

Please note there will be NO swimming squad next week. 

No infant or Year 3 & 4 after school swim squad on Tues 
28th March or Year 5 & 6 on Thursday 30th March. 

Swim Squad will restart on Thursday 20th April  

Dates for the Swimming Diary: 

Year 2 & 3 swimming gala on Thursday 11th May ( There will 
be no Year 5 & 6 swimming training on the 11th May due to 
the gala.) 

Inter-squad swimming Gala involving all the girls in 
swim squads from year 2 – year 6 will be on Thursday 18th 
May 2017. 

Mrs Jones 

Twelve girls represented Notre Dame Senior School at the 

Guildford High School Cross Country event on Wednesday. 

They all ran the 2.5KM course really well!! 

U12 girls positions: Lulu 2nd, Poppy 8th, Roisin 9th, Katie C 11th, 

Olivia C 16th and Bella C 17th. These girls finished 2nd overall 

in the team event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U13 girls positions: Verity 11th, Ava 22nd, Olivia F 23rd, Camilla 
27th, Amy 28th and Anja 29th. These girls finished 3rd overall in 
the team event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 
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    Easter Netball Camps: 

See Firefly Netball page for both Prep and 
Senior courses with Surrey Storm! 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Butterflies have been making chocolate Easter cup 

cakes! Yummy! 

  ND Bake-Off 

27 Mar FoND meeting in Lytton Parlour 9—10am School 

            ABRSM Examinations School 

29 Mar Easter Gifts Prep 

            Senior Inter-House music competition Snr 

            Prep Spring Concert—evening Prep 

30 Mar End of Term 

31 Mar—6 April Year 5—8 Easter Ski Trip to Alpendorf  

2—5 Apr Berlin History Trip  

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Winner of last 
week’s Bake 
Off……. 

Miss D’Aprano, with 
her black pepper 
and rye soda 
bread. Well done 
Miss D’Aprano! 

Easter Gifts Day 

Reception to Year 6 - Please remember to bring in your Easter 
gift(s) by Monday 27th March for our event 
being held on Wednesday 29th March. 

Guess how many Eggs in the Jar 

Only 3 more days left to have a guess!  The 
winner will be announced on the last day of 
Term.  

Movie Night  

 
 
 
 

Please continue to purchase on-line via Easyfundraising 

Current amount of supporters: 67 

Donations to date: £650.62 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND

