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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Welcome back! 

Welcome back to the Summer Term 
and a particularly warm welcome to 
new pupils and staff who have 
joined us this term! 

The school is looking splendid and it 
is lovely to see the return of the 
summer sports of rounders, tennis 
and athletics! 

It is also the term for examinations 
and of course we wish our most 
senior girls all the best as they 
complete the final stages of their 
course in readiness for the Public 
examinations.  

 
Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

 
Life in ND6 – Preparing for 
Examinations 

The Year 12 and 13 students worked 
hard over the Easter holiday break 
to revise for their forthcoming 

examinations. As I write the Year 13s 
are busy sitting their A Level Mock 
examinations. With each A Level 
course having three two hour 
examination papers, the girls are 
certainly being tested!  

Year 12 and 13 study leave is fast 
approaching. The following dates are 
the study leave dates for the 6th 
Form:  

Yr. 12 study leave: 

The Year 12 girls’ last day of lessons is 
on Thursday 11th May. The first Year 12 
examination is on Monday 15th May. 

The Year 12s will return on Monday 
12th June for Higher Education Day 
and their first day of teaching is 
Tuesday 13th June.  

Yr. 13 study leave: 

Year 13 last day of lessons is on 
Wednesday 24th May.  

I have been impressed by the focus 
and diligence of the girls; the level of 
positivity and resilience is very 
pleasing. The 6th Form tutor team are 
working hard to support the girls in 
their revision and the revision lessons 
that are being delivered by staff are 
helping to prepare the girls for their 
examinations. I wish the girls all the 
best for their 
preparation 
and forth 
coming 
examinations.  

Miss Harber 

Did you know that there 
is a website claiming to 
be able to tell what your 
favourite flavour ice 
cream should be based 
on your lifestyle 
choices and even a 
site claiming it can tell 
your personality based 
on your favourite ice cream flavour! The 
temperatures these last few weeks have 
certainly made it feel like ice cream 
weather. But whatever it is we are 
eating, it is widely acknowledged that 
sharing food together strengthens bonds 
and provides space for conversation 
away from the distractions of social 
media. The senior girls this week, in their 
start of term mass, ‘accompanied’ Jesus 
on the road to Emmaus, when he 
appeared to some of his disciples after 
his resurrection and took time to eat with 
them. Whether it's ice cream or a meal, 
let's make the most of opportunities to 
eat with those we love and invite others 
to join us who maybe do not have 
families they can join.  

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

Morning Mass 

There will be a mass before school on 
Tuesday 25 April at 8.10am, to welcome 
all back to ND for the summer. This is a 
Mass for the whole community, and 
parents are especially invited to pray for 
their children and their families 
throughout the Summer months. All are 
truly welcome to join us. 

3044 Followers! 
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Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_Trips 
 

Easter Ski Trip 
The day after we finished the Spring Term, 51 intrepid #unicorns 
headed off to the slopes of sunny Alpendorf in Austria. The 
conditions were challenging and in true Notre Dame style, the 
girls rose to the occasion and skied an average of 25km per 
day! It was fair to say, the unicorns dominated the slopes!  
We are extremely proud of the girls who were a real credit to 
the school and a pleasure to take on tour! 
#sametimenextyear ladies? 

Mrs P and the fabulous #skiteam 
 

Click on this picture to see the video of the trip! 

Ich bin ein Berliner! 

A party of 38 Notre Dame girls visited Berlin during the Easter 
holidays in order to study many of the sites connected with the 
GCSE and A level History courses. Our view of German history 
tends to be dominated by the events of the Nazi era and there 
are indeed many sombre sites associated with the Third Reich in 
Berlin. The girls were particularly moved by the preserved 
concentration camp at Sachsenhausen with its looming watch 
towers and cramped living quarters. With a chill wind blowing 
across the parade ground it was not hard to imagine the sheer 
misery of life for the former inmates. We also visited the 

holocaust memorial, the Olympic Stadium where the 
1936 games were held and a Soviet war memorial 
which serves as a reminder as to how Hitler’s ‘thousand 
year Reich’ ultimately ended in catastrophic defeat for 
the German people in 1945. 

It is important to remember however that the Nazi era 
only represents a twelve year period of German 
history. Today Berlin is a vibrant and exciting modern 
city with excellent transport links which makes it easy to 
explore. Our students enjoyed the challenge of 
crossing the city using trams, underground trains and 
yes girls, there was a lot of walking too! The shopping 
centres at Alexanderplatz and Potsdamerplatz also 
met with the girls’ approval and they enjoyed the 
freedom of being allowed to go off in small groups to 
shop and choose their own lunchtime venues. 

Beyond the sites of the Third Reich we studied some of 
Germany’s post-war history and particularly sites 
connected to the Cold War. Sections of the Berlin Wall 
have been preserved and we visited the Check Point 
Charlie Museum which records how many in the 
repressed east of the city attempted to escape to the 
more prosperous west. A particularly interesting 
addition to the trip was an underground tour of 
nuclear bunkers which highlighted how precarious the 
international situation had become at the height of 
the Cold War. 

Thank you to our parents for continuing to support trips 
such as this which extend the girls’ learning beyond 
the classroom and bring the curriculum to life. Well 
done to the girls, in the words of our recent inspection 
report their behaviour was ‘exemplary’. When I 
accompanied the hotel manager around the girls’ 
rooms at the end of our stay she commented on how 
clean and tidy they had been kept. Thanks also to 
Miss Harber, Miss Evans and Mr Howse for giving up 
their holiday to accompany the trip and ensuring the 
girls were always happy and safe. I am sure the girls 
absorbed much of the city’s history and enjoyed the 
opportunity to travel with their friends. 

Mr Coackley 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_Trips
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7BillionIdeas—Brain power on maximum! 

Yesterday, the children took part in our 7 Billion Ideas Day 
which aims to inspire children to 'Think Big' and 'Dream 
Bigger’. Our focus this year was on World Earth Day where the 
girls linked their ideas to being more environmentally friendly, 
sustainable and how we could make a difference to the 
World we live in.  It was a wonderful learning opportunity for 
year groups across the school be split up and work 
cohesively together. The ideas were fantastically creative 
from each of the six groups and each team designed a 
prototype of their invention to then pitch their World 
changing idea to a group of judges. 

I am really pleased with the way the girls worked so well 
together and challenged their thinking to produce such 
superb inventions! 

Well done girls, what a brilliant day! 

Here is a gallery of the winning groups.  
 

Anna, Mabel, Ellie – ‘The Seedlers’ (Winners) 

Chewon, Annie, Alexia – ‘The Air Tree’ 

Dina, Emily W, Emily Smith, Seung-a – ‘The Rubbish 
Shelter’ 

Flo, Mia, Hannah – ‘The Hand Helper’ 

Charlotte, Valentina, Natasha - ‘The Joke Tap’ 

Molly, Jule, Grace – ‘The Everlasting Lightbulb’ 

Miss Shaaban. 

UKMT Intermediate Mathematics Challenge Awards 
2017 

The UK Mathematics Trust is a registered charity whose 
aim is to advance the education of children and young 
people in mathematics.  They arrange national 
competitions for UK secondary schools.  Last term, 
Mathematicians from Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 took 
part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge achieving an 
outstanding total of 26 awards (5 gold, 4 silver and 21 
bronze awards). 

Year 11 

Bronze - Sophia B, Anna L-P, Ellie H, Miranda D, Aoife M, 
and Samar S 

Silver - Hannah B, Lucy W and Juliet H 

Gold - Darya V, Hana C and Isabella G (who also 
receives a Best in Year award). Hana and Isabella also 
qualified and participated in a follow on Intermediate 
round. 

Year 10 

Bronze - Isabelle S, Emily K, Georgia M, Charlotte I, Anna 
B and Emanuela N (who also receives a Best in Year 
award) 

Year 9 

Bronze - Emma B, Alexandra A, Sarah K, Clara L and 
Olivia C 

Silver - Kayleigh M.  Kayleigh also qualified and 
participated in a follow on Intermediate round. 

Gold - Yoo Jin C (who also receives a Best in Year and 
Best in School Award).  Yoo Jin also qualified for the 
Intermediate Olympiad which she sat last term - we are 
eagerly awaiting her results. 

We are extremely proud of all these girls and look 
forward to awarding further certificates later this term to 
our successful Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 challengers 
who will take part in the Junior Challenge next week! 

The Mathematics Department 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/


 

 

Prep News 
Faith and Music Assemblies 
6S Friday 28th April 9am  

Musicians should come to the Chapel at 8:30am with their 
instruments, music and piano accompaniments.  

 

Prep Clubs and Ensembles for the Summer 

Most Prep Music Clubs will start next week.   

 Lestonnac Choir will continue from 4pm to 4:30pm 
on Wednesdays until the Mass on 12 May.    

 Chamber Choir will begin once auditions are 
concluded from 4:30pm to 5pm on Wednesdays, 
and after the May Mass this will change from 4pm to 
4:45pm.   

 Bordeaux Choir will continue until the May Mass and 
then stop. 

 Concert Band, Fledgling Strings and Flying Strings 
had their final performance at the Spring Concert 
and these clubs will reopen in September 

 All other clubs and ensembles will continue as usual 

Mrs Shaw 

Senior News  

Music Technology  
We are proud to announce that 

tuition in Music Technology will be 
starting next week in the senior 
school. Markus Flaherty, a 
professional composer working in 
the field of television and radio will 
be coming into school to use the school’s purpose built 
recording studio with industry standard software, large mixing 
desk, microphones and two iMac computers. Your daughter 
can receive lessons in how to create music using this 
technology from Mr Flaherty, similar to having lessons on an 
instrument or with the voice. For more information and an 
application form please contact Mr Black on 
DBlack@notredame.co.uk .   

Whole School News 

Music Examination Success 

Congratulations to all for the excellent ABRSM 
results! 
(100% pass, 35% distinction) The Prep results can 
be found on the following Firefly music pages: 

Prep 

Congratulations to the Senior Girls!  
All the girls passed their practical music examinations with a 
record number of merits and distinctions! There were no less 
than eleven distinctions and sixteen merits awarded. Also a 

 DANCE  
Welcome back to a busy Summer 
Term.   

Ballerina of the week Isabella Yr7 

Private Ballet classes began this 
week, please see Firefly for this 

terms  timetable.  The PB girls are 
looking forward to showing you their 
work in The Montaigne Theatre on 25th 
May and RAD Ballet Exams take place 
for some of the girls on June 14th.   

Curriculum Dance Uniform 

Leotard/ PE kit,  ballet shoes or jazz shoes.  
Mrs Thomas 

big cross-section of grades from the prep test to Diploma 
level!  A big well done to all the candidates, you must 
feel so proud of your achievements and special thanks 
must go to your highly talented and skilled vocal and 
instrumental teachers. Well Done! 

The full set of results for the senior school can be found 
on the following Firefly Senior Music Page link: Senior 

Special mention to Catherine H who 
passed her DipLCM (singing) —a huge 
achievement equivalent to a first year 
university undergraduate module! Well 
done Catherine!  

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

Notre Dame Girls Tread the Boards of the West 
End Stage! 

During the Easter holidays, Dina S (6S) and Samar S (11 
EL) together with their group of 20 students from 
Stagecoach Chertsey, were invited to perform live on 
'The Shaftesbury Theatre' stage. Dina and Samar have 
enthusiastically embraced the challenge of creating 
their performance piece together with their peers at 
stagecoach. Inspired by the TV show GLEE tribute 'Words 
Can't Bring Me Down' featuring Samar S singing a solo 
'Beautiful', the whole group created a performance that 
has an anti-bullying and life-affirming message. It was 
truly spectacular! Well done girls for the amazing effort 
you have put into this show. It was full of energy, 
motivation and enthusiasm. Also, what a fantastic 
experience for our ND girls who have persevered the 
challenges of spending 14 hours backstage preparing 
for the show and have proven to be growing in 
confidence everyday!  

Mrs Sabbagh 

mailto:DBlack@notredame.co.uk
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-3/latest-abrsm-results
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-1/music-examination-results
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
Great 1st week back! Year 6 rehearsals 
for “Alice” are well underway and I’m 
really impressed with the girls that have 
learned lines already.  

Keep it up Year 6!  

Miss Fletcher 

Senior 
AS Drama Examination Performances 

The AS Drama Students are now working hard in the final 
rehearsal weeks for their practical examination production, 
which will be performed in the Montaigne Theatre on 
Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th May from 6:30pm.   
The double-bill will consist of a duologue from the recent 
award winning play Things I Know To Be True by Andrew 
Bovell and then after the interval, a half-hour extract from 
Bertold Brecht’s iconic 1940s play The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle.     
 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

 
 
 
 

Things I Know To Be True tells the story of a family and 
marriage through the eyes of four grown siblings struggling 
to define themselves beyond their parents' love and 
expectations. Parents Bob and Fran have worked their 
fingers to the bone and with their four children grown and 
ready to fly the nest it should be time to relax and enjoy 
the roses. But the changing seasons bring home some 
shattering truths and confrontations which will change the 
family forever. 

Brecht's masterpiece The Caucasian Chalk Circle tells an 
epic story.  In an unspecified civil war zone Grusha, the 
kitchen maid rescues the child of her former employer 
and makes a perilous journey through the chaos, hunted 
by rebel soldiers.  Who will take care of the child 
abandoned by his 
mother?  Who would 
take the risk, when he 
has a price on his 
head? With many 
profound parallels for 
our own troubled 
times, Brecht’s parable 
asks us what we would 
personally sacrifice for 
the greater good.   
 

Performances are free 
of charge and we 
hope you will be able 
to come along and 
support our talented 
drama students. 

 

Miss Graham 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Learn to Write with Abi Elphinstone 

Our Patron of Reading, Abi 
Elphinstone, will be returning to 
Notre Dame on Tuesday 25th 
April to run creative writing 
workshops with the girls in Year 4 -
6. We are very much looking 
forward to welcoming Abi back 
as her visit last year was a huge 
success. The theme of the 
sessions will be ‘Creating Villains’ 
so we are looking forward to meeting baddies of all 
types in the girls’ future stories! 

Anyone who wanted to buy one of Abi’s books should 
have notified the school office by the end of last term. 
However there will be a small supply of her books 
available to buy on the day should your daughter still 
wish to do so. We are not able to accept cash and girls 
should bring in a cheque made payable to Notre Dame 
School in a named envelope please.  The books cost 
£6.99 each (or £12 for two books and £16 for three 
books). These will be available on a strictly first come first 
served basis.  

Chatterbooks Club 

Our weekly book club returns on Monday 
24th April and will be taking place in the 
library from 4.00 – 5.00pm. The girls will be 
dismissed as usual from outside the music 
room. Over the coming weeks we will be 
having a sneak preview of some of the titles chosen for 
this year’s Summer Reading Challenge in public libraries. 
The girls will then be entering reviews on the website so 
that others can choose books that they like the sound of 
during the holidays. We have some new members this 
term and I regret that the club is now full for the Summer 
Term. 

New books in the library 

There are many 
fabulous books being 
published for children at 
the moment and we 
have many of them 
available to borrow in 
our Prep Library. New 
arrivals for the youngest of our readers include Hug Me 
Please and I’ll Wait, Mr Panda.  

For older readers we have a 
large range including Beetle 
Queen, sequel to the highly 
regarded Beetle Boy and 
Who Let the God Out which 
has received many 5 star 
reviews since its publication in 
February.  

Mrs Thompson 

Senior Library News 
On Wednesday 26th April, 
writer and comedian Dave 
Smith will be visiting the 
school, to deliver a writing 
workshop to Year 7 students. 
 
Dave started as a stand-up comedian, which led to a 
varied career in writing to entertain. He has written for the 
Sunday Times, GQ, The Boston Herald (USA), Junior, and 
appeared regularly on Radio 4's Home Truths and various 
TV shows. 
Currently a member of the National Association of Writers 
in Education; he has visited schools in the UK and 
international schools in Brussels, Rome, Paris and Madrid 
and delivered ‘lively and engaging’ humour-writing 
workshops. His aim is ‘to inspire pupils to write, encourage 
them to believe in their writing, and pass on useful and 
usable techniques’. During the session, the girls will be 
doing some writing, overcome the fear of the blank page 
and learn that writing is not beyond them. We look 
forward to a highly interactive session and reading the 
pieces which are created.  
For further details about Dave Smith, visit his website 
www.wordsmith-features.com 

 
National Share-a-Story Month  
 

May is National Share-a-Story Month 
(NSSM) – which is an annual 
celebration of the power of storytelling 
and aims to bring children and stories together. This year, 
The Federation of Children’s Book Groups have 
announced that the theme is ‘Picture a Story’ and their 
aims for the month are: 
 To celebrate the power of illustrations, for all ages 

and to encourage sharing of picture books. 
 To celebrate, appreciate and enjoy pictures in 

Museums and art galleries and to encourage 
creative writing using these pictures as starting 
points. 

 To encourage youngsters of all ages to draw, 
illustrate, sketch and tell a story, through their own 
pictures and comic format. 

We will be encouraging students to share stories during 
Library lessons and Creative Writing (Wednesday 
afternoon activities). Details of suggested activities can 
be found at  
www.fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month 

Mrs Finch  

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Fixtures  
 Wednesday 3rd May – Athletics @ GHS U10 and U11 

 Friday 5th May- U8A and B Rounders v Bishopsgate @ ND 
3pm 

 Monday 8th May- U9, U10 and U11 Surrey Tennis League 
Matches @ Rowan 4:15pm  

 Tuesday 9th May – U8-U10 Biathlon @ ND 

 Tuesday 9th May- U11 Rounders v Rowan @ Oaken Lane 
3:00pm 

 Thursday 11th – Year 2 and 3 Gala v St Hilary’s  

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
http://www.wordsmith-features.com/
http://www.fcbg.org.uk/national-share-a-story-month
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
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Netball Classes 
Sisters N Sport are very 

excited to be running two 
netball classes at Notre 
Dame on a Saturday 
morning starting 22rd April 
with a Free Taster Session 
for both classes. 

Sisters N Sport have been 
running classes across 
Cheshire, Switzerland, 
London and Surrey for the 
past 4 years.  Their classes 
provide netball coaching 
from age 6 to 14 years. 

There will be two classes running at Notre Dame: 

9-10am - Yrs 2/3 and 10-11am - Yrs 4/5/6 

Clubs  

This term we will be changing to all the summer sports and 
because of this there are additional clubs on for all year 
groups, please check the weekly sports sheet for any 
changes. This will include a netball club for Year 2 girls on 
Wednesday afternoons.  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

Please keep collecting the active kids 
vouchers in these last few weeks of the 
promotion, the collection box is near the house point 
boxes.  

Summer Term Kit 

As we are now in the summer term, the girls should be 
prepared for very hot weather as well as any cold spells, 
tracksuits should be in their bags, along with polo tops and 
shorts.  

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

Important information about School 
Swimming Lessons over the Senior School 
Exam Period. 
As the summer exams start for the senior girls on Monday 
15th May the Prep girls will be having an extra PE lesson 
instead of swimming. From 15th May they should have their 
PE Kit in school along with their Swimming Kit on their 
normal swimming day. Please bring both kits in as some 
days it may still be possible to swim and this will only be 
known at short notice. (This is unlikely but still best to have 
swimming stuff in case the weather is horrid and there is a 
space between exams!) 

The last Year 1 & 2 and Year 3 & 4 afterschool swimming 
club will be on Tues 2nd May and the Last year 5 & 6 swim 
squad will be on the 4th May.  

Please note that there are still the following Swimming 
events:- 

 Tuesday 9th May – Inter-schools Biathlon (details will be 
issued shortly). 

 Year 2 & 3 Swimming Gala v St.Hilarys on Thursday 11th 
May.  

 Inter-squad swimming Gala, involving all the girls from 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 
Trials 
Trials have been 

taking place this 
week for the sum-
mer term sports 
teams. Rounders 
for yr 9 & 10 trials 
and hurdles took 
place last night.  

 

 

 

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

year 2 – 6 that attend swim squad – Followed by the 
presentation evening – Thursday 18th May. 

 Inter-house Aquathlon Year 2 – 6 – Friday 30th June 

Swimmer of The Week 

2S Starfish—GraceC;   Dolphins—Clio S 

Mrs Jones 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1
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https://www.sistersnsport.co.uk/event/elmbridgenetballskillsschool456/2017-04-22/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/sport-1/fixtures-list-and-weekly-sports-clubs


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

Reception are excited to see that their potatoes they 
planted have started growing over the Easter 
holidays.  The girls can’t wait to harvest them later in the 
term. 

  

25 Apr Abi Elphinstone Writing workshop Y5 & 6 Prep 

27 Apr FoND meeting in Lytton Parlour 9—10am School 
            Junior Maths Challenge Y6—8 School 

             Year 5 & 6 Shakespeare Workshop Prep 

             11+ Celebration Evening 6—7.30pm Prep 

28 Apr Year 8 Reflection Day Snr 

            6S Faith & Music Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 

1May—BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY! School closed 

2 May Y10 GCSE Food trip to Borough Market Snr 

           Mini Mass with Father John 8.10—8.40am School 

3 May Year 5 & 6 visit to Orange Theatre—Morning Prep 

9 May Art GCSE Examination Snr 

           Y10 & 12 ICT trip to Science Museum Snr 

11 May Year 12—Last day before Study Leave! ND6 

             Year 11 Celebration Morning & Service Snr 
             Infant Summer Concert 9.30—11.30am Prep  

12 May Feast Day Mass and BBQ Mass at 11am School 

17 May Senior Inter-house Drama Competition Snr 
             Y1 Class Assembly (Parents Invited ) - Jnr Hall Prep 

18 May Prep Intersquad Swim Gala & Presentation Evening  
                                                                     4—6.30pm Prep 

19 May Year 9 Trip to Ypres Snr 
             5M Class assembly 9—9.30am Prep 

20 May FoND Spring Movie Night (Year 1-6) Prep 

25 May Y13 Celebration Day & start of study leave ND6 
           Prep Dance & Ballet demonstration 5—6.30pm Prep 

26 May 6MP Faith & Music Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 
             A Level drama theatre trip 7.30—10pm ND6 

29 May—2 June HALF TERM School 

3 June FoND Bikeability 8.45am—3pm Prep 

5—9 June Senior Exam Week Snr 

7—8 June Year 4 Camp Out Prep 

12 Jun Y12 Higher Education Day ND6 

17 June Summer Fete School 

7 July Daddy/Daughter Campout Prep 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Spring Movie Night  

Summer Fete 

Please continue to purchase on-line via Easyfundraising 

Current amount of supporters: 67 

Donations to date: £697.87 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND

