
www.notredame.co.uk  

FRIDAY MAILING /  28 APRIL 2017  

Notre Dame School  

Burwood House  

Convent Lane  

Cobham KT11 1HA 

Tel: 01932 869990 
email: office@notredame.co.uk  
web: www.notredame.co.uk 
twitter: @NotreDameCobham 

Science Salters’ 

Festival of Chemis-

try  

Poets’ Corner Pg 2 

Sports at NDS 

Rounders, Tennis & 

Athletics news 

Page  6 & 7 

Music Board 

Upcoming events 

Page 4 

Outside 

Achievements 

Irish dancing 

champion, Mara-

thon runners Pg 3 

Drama  AS Pro-

duction & Y5&6 

Shakespeare 

Workshop Page 5 

Early Years 

News, FoND & 

Diary Dates 

Page 8 

     

The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Pride in Presentation 

After a hugely successful focus last 
term on Manners on the Move 
throughout the Prep school, we 
continue this term with Pride in 
Presentation. 

Through Project Florecer, we are 
working hard to encourage the girls 
to think carefully about independent 
learning and a sense of pride in all 
that they do.  This term, teachers will 
be rewarding those pupils who work 
hard to present their work to a high 
standard. 

Teachers will be rewarding as 
appropriate to the age group: 

 Neat and carefully formed 
handwriting 

 Work that has been dated  

 Work that has the title or Learning 
Objective clearly written 

 Excellent use of a ruler to 
underline and draw margins 

If your daughter is recognised for 
her achievements in presentation, 
she will be awarded a special 
paper pencil which she can attach 
to Miss Tidy’s board outside Miss 
D’Aprano’s office.  She will also be 
given a certificate at her weekly 
assembly to bring home to share 
with you.  Our 
message this half 
term is: 

TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR 
PRESENTATION! 

Just over 
2,000 years 
ago, Jesus 
Christ of 
Nazareth 
changed 

the course of history. Today, 
countless millions of Christians still 
follow him. Few doubt the historical 
evidence that he existed but maybe 
as we continue in this Easter season, 
it is a good time to ask the question 
‘Who is this Jesus?’. A good place to 
start can be the things he is recorded 
as having said about himself. He said 
he is the Light of the World (John 1:4-
5; 9:5) bringing us out of the darkness 
of evil, sin and ignorance. He said he 
is the Anointed One (Luke 4:18-19) 
the Messiah promised in the Old 
Testament fulfilling its prophecies. He 
said he is The Good Shepherd (John 
10:14) wanting to protect all his 
“sheep” from harm. He said he is the 
Bread of Life (John 6:35, 51) 
providing everlasting satisfaction. He 
said he is the Healer and Forgiver 
(Luke 5:22-25) able to heal broken 
lives. He said he is The Way, the Truth, 
the Life (John 10:9; 14:6) and The 
Resurrection and Life (John 11:25-26) 
offering us eternal life.  
 

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 

HOUSEPOINTS  MEAN  BADGES! 

Knowing how much our 
senior girls love to cover 
their blazer lapels with 
badges, we are introducing 
some new ones that they 
can wear with pride. 

Years 7 – 10 will be competing for the 
highest number of housepoints per year 
group. The top 5 will receive a gold 
star, the next 10 a silver and a bronze 
star for the next 10. 

Housepoints will be counted during 

school exam week, so come on girls, 

make the next few weeks the best yet!! 

3050 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  

Seatbelt Law 

It has been drawn to our 
attention that a few of the 
girls take their seatbelts off 
during the coach journey. 
We have spoken with the 
girls about this and would also ask 
parents to please reinforce this as a 
reminder for their safety.  

Next Week is Week B 

Chaplain’s Corner—

Follow us on twitter 

@NDS_Chaplaincy 

Hayfever Alert! 

The pollen levels are high around school 
at the moment and many pupils are 
suffering the effects of hay fever.  If your 
child gets hay fever, please ensure that 
they are given their regular medication 
every morning before school.  Eye drops 
can be sent into school so that I can 
administer them when necessary.  Any 
medication sent into school needs to be 
named, in original packaging and 
handed into reception.  Please also 
complete a ‘medication in school’ form 
(available on Firefly and from recep-

tion).       School Nurse  
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Poets’ Corner 
Just before the Easter break, Year 6 had a little dip back into 
poetry so that the girls could begin to prepare themselves for 
this term’s poetry competition. 6P looked at using 
personification to create a negative mood or atmosphere and 
were sent out into the school grounds to see how they could 
change their surroundings using the power of words. The girls 
came up with some fantastic poems and we’d like to share this 
one by Maddy S with you. 

Where Am I? 

A road to my right is screaming for escape, 

I look down and see the grass has given up hope and the sun 
has overcome him, 

A dead leaf is looking for his home but has been deserted in 
the middle of the field, 

Behind me, I see a building with doors screaming as they are 
closed, scared as they are slammed shut, 

To my left, I see another building but it is still, stiller than frozen 
time, 

Not a sound is coming from it except a whisper saying, “Help… 
help… help.” 

The shaded bush reaches up for the sun but it is too weak to go 
further, 

I look down and see a graveyard of branches, dead and 
forgotten, 

The leaves cackle as if they were a witch and fall to the 
ground, silent and careless, 

The root beneath its master holds him up as it serves him water 
and food, 

A pathway to my right has been overcome by stones and rocks 
dispersed like water in a lake  

Where am I… 

Mr Power 

Mrs Hart Treads The Boards! 

Congratulations to our very talented Mrs Hart! She gave an 
excellent 
performance in 
Cobham Players’ 
production of 
“Sunday Morning at 
the Centre of the 
World” last week. The 
play is based on the 
early adult years of 
the life of Louis de 
Bernieres (best-
selling author of “Captain Corelli’s Mandolin”). It tells of 
characters he had known during 10 years of his life when he 
lived in South West London. The performance told of the 
humour and tragedy in these characters’ lives with empathy 
and vivacity. The 11 strong ensemble cast portrayed each of 
the 40+ eccentric characters (including cats and birds) with 
energy and compassion. The author himself even turned up for 
the Friday night’s performance and was very impressed, as we 
were (see attached photo of Louis de Bernieres with some of 
the female members of the ensemble including our very own 
Mrs Hart.) The play has also been chosen to be performed on 
Friday 12th May as part of the Leatherhead Drama Festival and 
we wish Mrs Hart and the rest of the Cobham Players the best of 
luck at this prestigious event. 

Science Follow us on twitter 
@NDS_SCIENCE 

Salters’ Festival of Chemistry 

On Tuesday four girls from Year 8 were given the 

fantastic opportunity to attend the annual Salters’ 

Festival of Chemistry held at Imperial College London.  

A series of challenges were given to us. Our favourite 

was the forensic challenge where we had to solve a 

crime scene. This tested us in chromatography and in 

testing the reactions in different samples. In the end 

we had to use the results and decipher names to tell 

us who the victim and the main suspect was. We also 

had to write a conclusion. Then in the afternoon we 

were given a challenge to get room temperature 

water to cool down to 10.50C. We were given citric 

acid and sodium hydrogen carbonate. This challenge 

helped us learn that if a reaction is happening in a 

small amount of water the it takes the energy spread 

through the water which cools it down. The day ended 

with a great lecture where there were multiple 

experiments. This was very enjoyable as we saw 

luminous liquids, fire traveling, big bangs occurring, 

different colours being made and all sorts of things. 

Overall the day was a great experience and a way to 

learn new things and we would definitely recommend 

it to others. 

Mrs Bantin 

https://twitter.com/NDS_SCIENCE
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Tudor Knot Garden 

We are creating a Tudor Knot Garden to tie in with TASK for 
Year 3 and Year 4 and Science for Year 3 and 4.  

We have so far: 

 Dug up the weeds 

 Sieved the soil 

 Turned the soil over 

 Marked out the soil using metre sticks, string and sand 
to create our symmetrical shapes 

 Year 3 have planted their herbs 

 Year 4 are waiting to plant their herbs 

 Years 3 and 4 will plant own-grown sunflowers in the 
centre with a split border of lavender. 

Mrs Fletcher 

Roisin crowned World Champion! 

Roisin M (Year 7) and her team won gold in the Dance 
Drama section of the World Irish Dancing Championships 
held in Dublin at Easter. She dances for Carson-Kennedy 
school, based in Belfast, and travels there regularly at 
weekends for training. The top 5 
places were; 

Ireland 

USA 

USA 

Ireland 

Brazil 

Each member of the team 
received a specially designed 
gold medal and the team was 
presented with the coveted 

"globe" trophy which she will have for a short while 
sometime during the year as it will pass to each 
member of the team before its return for next year's 
championships to be held in Glasgow.  

Mrs Madden 

Mini Marathon Runners! 

Congratulations to Daisy and 
Poppy who completed the 
mini marathon last Sunday! 
They had a fantastic day and 
both got PB's  

 
Mr Parsons Marathon 
Finish! 

Mr Parsons took on the Brighton Marathon this Easter on 
what was the hottest recorded 
day of the year so far. Despite 
the humid conditions and a 
day where they ran out of 
water he managed to finish 
the Race at a time of 3 hours 
47 minutes beating his 
previous time. 

" I just want to say thanks for all 
the donations made from 
Staff, Parents and Students. 
With all your help and support I 
have managed to smash my 
target raising over £1200 for 
World Cancer Research Fund 
which is a fantastic cause.  

Mr Parsons 

Oxshott Junior Netball  

Calling all Netballers! 

If you are between 10 and 
15 years old and would like 
to join Oxshott netball club, 
please contact Edith on: 

 edithskelton@ntlworld.com  

or tel: 01737 353083 

Training is on Monday eve-
nings 6.30-7.30pm 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
mailto:edithskelton@ntlworld.com?subject=Notre%20Dame%20Enquiry%20-%20Oxshott%20Junior%20Netball%20Club


 

 

ABRSM exams 

The internal deadline for ABRSM exam entries is Thursday 
4 May.  If you think your daughter should be taking an 
ABRSM exam this term please contact your daughter’s 
instrumental teacher who will be making the entry. 

Prep News 
Congratulations to 6M for their fantastic playing, singing 
and reading in this morning’s Faith and Music Assembly on 
the theme of ‘Do Your Best’.  This  ties in with our Floricer 
theme this term of ‘Pride in Presentation’.  Thank you to all 
the girls who played and read. 

Mrs Shaw 

Senior News  
The music department is buzzing with all of the activities 
going on at the moment. 

Feast Day Mass 

The whole school is preparing for this term’s Feast Day Mass 
to be held on Friday May 12th in the Sports Hall. The students 
will sing a special arrangement of the Mass set to themes 
taken from the musical ‘Les Miserables’. The mass starts at 
11am and please contact the school office for more 
information. 

Music Theory  

The school has a long tradition of entering 
students for Music Theory examinations. 
These are entirely separate from the more 
familiar practical exams and should not be 
looked upon merely as a chore. 
All musicians, songwriters and composers occasionally run 
into a ‘mental block’ where they are lacking the information 
they need in order to bring their ideas to life through music. 
By learning music theory, you can learn more about how the 
various sounds and rhythms of music are used to create 
emotion in the listener. This will give you more self-
confidence as your knowledge about music in general 
improves, allowing you to appreciate, converse and 
understand music to a higher level than before. Music theory 
exams range from Grade 1 through to Grade 8 and we 
have experienced teachers in school who can take your 
daughter through any of these grades. Please contact me 
for more information.  

Infants 

Congratulations to Poppy H (2S) 
who achieved Distinction in her 
grade 1 musical theatre exam last 
Saturday singing Do Re Mi and 
Little People from Les Mis.  DANCE  

Ballerina of The Week 

Ellie S (Year 7) 

 

 

Year 1 dancing beautifully with their 
ribbons 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examination Success 

Congratulations to Isabelle VS who 
achieved the highest grade - 
Distinction for her Primary Tap 
examination 

She has been entered for a Ballet 
and Modern exam later this term! 

Mrs Thomas 

Oboe / Cello / Viola  

We are very proud to offer tuition in 
school for these more unusual 
instruments. Mrs Walker is an excellent 
cello specialist and she can really 
engage young people into learning this 
instrument in a fun and friendly way. Mrs 
Keeley and Mrs French are both highly 
qualified and experienced violin and viola 
teachers who understand these instruments 
literally ‘inside out’ and can offer specialist 
tuition that will really stimulate and excite. Also, 
Miss Gibbons is an orchestral standard oboe 
specialist who can give your daughter 
first class tuition on this rare instrument. 
Orchestras up and down the country 
are always on the look-out for 
musicians who play these more 
unusual instruments, universities too. If 
you would like more information about 
instrumental lessons in school then 
please get in touch with Mr Black on 
DBlack@notredame.co.uk    

Thank you, 

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

mailto:DBlack@notredame.co.uk
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Prep 
Shakespeare Workshop  

Years 5 and 6 were treated today by a visit from the Orange 
Tree Theatre Company in preparation for the trip to 
Richmond next week. The girls were given an insight into the 
world of the Bard and one of his most famous tragedies: 
King Lear. The exercise really brought the story to life by 
allowing the girls to become a wide variety of characters, 
whether that be taking on the role of the King himself as he 

slides into madness or becoming the loyal, yet mistreated 
Cordelia or treading onto the dark side as the foul, 
treacherous villains of the piece known as Goneril, Regan 
and Edmund. I could waffle on some more, but, as the 
great man said himself, “Brevity is the soul of wit.” 

 

Mr Power 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

Senior 
AS Drama Examination Performances 

The AS Drama Students are in the final rehearsal week for 
their practical examination production, which will be 
performed in the Montaigne Theatre on Wednesday 3rd 
and Thursday 4th May from 6:30pm.   

The double-bill will consist of a duologue from the recent 
award winning play Things I Know To Be True by Andrew 
Bovell and then after the interval, a half-hour extract from 
Bertold Brecht’s iconic 1940s play The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle.     

Performances are free of charge and we hope you will be 
able to come along and support our talented drama 
students. 

Inter-House Drama Festival 2017 – Three weeks 
to go! 

After-school rehearsals have now begun for this year’s Inter
-House Drama Festival, with the casts for all four plays 
working hard to perfect their productions under the 
direction of their Year 10 Drama GCSE Directors and the 
Drama Department. 

Lestonnac will be performing The Willow Pattern, which is 
a Chinese fable about the characters, animals and 
scenery depicted on ‘willow pattern’ china.   Montaigne 
will perform a moral tale called Samurai, which explores 
what happens when a magic wish-granting Samurai 
sword is given to a poor and starving Japanese village.  
Montferrant will perform A Year and A Day in which the 
cautionary tale about two rival tribes, who settle on either 
side of a great river is told by a wandering storyteller to a 
little girl.  Finally, Eyquem will perform the Japanese myth, 
The Peach Child in which a magical child called 
Momotaro goes on a quest to defeat earth-destroying 
ogres accompanied by magical talking animals.    

The Inter-House Festival will be on Wednesday 17th May 
and we will be shortly announcing details about the 
House Drama Poster Design Competition on the Drama 
Notice Board on Monday next week, which is open to all 
students in Years 7 to 10.   

Miss Graham 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE


 

 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Visit by Abi Elphinstone 

On Tuesday we were delighted to welcome back our 
lovely Patron of Reading, Abi Elphinstone. After the 
success of last year’s visit when Abi told us about the 
adventures that inspire her writing we were looking 
forward to finding out more about how to write like an 
author. We weren’t disappointed! Prompted by Abi’s tips 
and writing experience the girls invented some very 
scary villains indeed.  

It was fascinating to see how Abi uses props to spark 
writing ideas including everything from mini-music boxes 
to African tribal masks. The different ideas the girls came 
up with were very impressive and with Abi’s help 
everyone was able to create a piece of writing about 
their ‘’Seriously Evil Villain’’. The girls also enjoyed the 
opportunity to ask Abi questions and to chat to her in the 
library whilst she signed copies of her books.  

Thank you Abi for a very 
lovely morning.  

Mrs Thompson 

Senior Library News 

Book Choices 

Students regularly ask for recommendations of books of 
a certain genre such as ‘horror’, ‘adventure’, ‘romance’, 
and we often discuss the choices during Library lessons, 
share ideas from book reviews and peruse the fiction 
section, looking at the genre labels. 

During World Book Day this year, a list of ‘must reads’ 
was published: Writes of Passage: 50 books that will 
change your life. These findings were based on 
nominations from young people and adults and were 
separated by genre as well as impact. Amongst those 
selected were: 

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman (books that 
will change the way you think) 

Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck (books that will 
make you cry) 

Northern Lights – Philip Pullman (books that will transport 
you) 

The Fault in Our Stars – John Green (books that will help 
you understand you) 

The City of Bones – Cassandra Clare (books that will thrill 
you)  

To help inspire reading choices, we will be putting 
together our own compendium, using feedback from 
students and staff. We look forward to publishing the 
findings and watch this space for video interviews with 
staff talking about their favourite books! 

Book Awards       

Congratulations to Amy M and Scarlett T 
Year 8 who have completed their 
Reading Passports and received Book 
Awards.  

Mrs Finch  

Earrings  

Please can I ask that if you are considering getting your 
daughters ears pierced that you wait until the first day of 
the summer holidays. As per school policy your daughter 
will be unable to swim with earrings and she will need to 
have her ears taped for PE.  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

Please keep collecting the active kids 
vouchers in these last few weeks of the 
promotion, the collection box is near the 
house point boxes.  

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
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Rounders 

Year 11 played their final rounders match 
together on Tuesday against Manor House. Despite only 
having 7 players in each team the A & B teams (all year 
11 girls) battled well and had two narrow losses. 

The players were: Sophie 
W, Tarryn, Hannah B, 
Rosie M, Anna L-P, Erica, 
Noa, Charlotte, Sarah, 
Imogen, Darya, Kitty, 
Katharina and Samar. 

Tennis 

The U15 and U13 tennis 
teams had hard games against Surbiton High in the 
Surrey League and lost both matches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U13 Tennis v Lingfield 

Well done ladies - 6-3 win v Lingfield!  

Rain stopped play for the U15 and U12 Rounders 
matches on Wednesday. 

Senior Fixtures Calendar       Mrs Marsh 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT Start of Term 

It has been a wonderful start to the summer term this week, 
with the girls taking part in tennis, rounders and athletics. All 
fixtures start next week!  

 

Summer Term Kit 

As we are now in the summer term, the girls should be 
prepared for very hot weather as well as any cold spells, 
tracksuits should be in their bags, along with polo tops and 
shorts.  

Fixtures 

 Wednesday 3rd May – Athletics @ GHS U10 and U11 

 Friday 5th May- U8A and B Rounders v Bishopsgate @ ND 
3pm 

 Monday 8th May- U9 and U10 Surrey Tennis League 
Matches @ Rowan 4:15pm  

 Tuesday 9th May – U8-U10 Biathlon @ ND 3pm-5pm 

 Tuesday 9th May- U11 Rounders v Rowan @ Oaken Lane 
3:00pm 

 Tuesday 9th May- U9, U10 and U11 Surrey Tennis League v 
Putney High School @ ND  4pm 

 Thursday 11th – Year 2 and 3 Gala v St Hilary’s @ ND 4pm 

 
Club cancellation next week  

Year 2 and 3 Netball club is cancelled on Wednesday 3rd 
May due to an athletics competition, It will resume on 
Wednesday 17th May 2017.  

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

Swimmer of the Week 

1W Dolphins – Natasha M; 1W Starfish – Elisia CJ 

2S Dolphins – Poppy S; 2S Starfish – Ella H 

Please note: next week is the last week of Swim Squad for 
all year groups but please remember: 

 Year 2 & 3 Swimming Gala on Thursday 11th May,  

 The Inter-squad Swimming Gala and Presentation on 
Thursday 18th May. 

Mrs Jones 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1/senior-pe-fixtures-1
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/calendar-1


 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

This week the Clever Caterpillars were looking for flowers 
and were digging for mini beasts.  

1May—BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY! School closed 
2 May Y10 GCSE Food trip to Borough Market Snr 
           Mini Mass with Father John 8.10—8.40am School 
3 May Year 5 & 6 visit to Orange Theatre—Morning Prep 
           AS Drama Performance in Theatre 6.30—8pm Snr 
4 May AS Drama Performance in Theatre 6.30—8pm Snr 
5 May Reception 2017 event Lytton Parlour 9—10.30am Prep 
8 May Year 6 Trip to Painshill Park Prep 
9 May Art GCSE Examination Snr 
           Y10 & 12 ICT trip to Science Museum Snr 
10 May Art GCSE Examination Snr 
11 May Year 12—Last day before Study Leave! ND6 
             Year 11 Celebration Morning & Service Snr 
             Infant Summer Concert 9.30—11am Prep  
12 May Feast Day Mass and BBQ Mass at 11am School 
17 May Senior Inter-house Drama Competition Snr 
             Y1 Class Assembly (Parents Invited ) - Jnr Hall Prep 
18 May Prep Inter-squad Swim Gala & Presentation Evening  
                                                                     4—6.30pm Prep 
19 May Year 9 Trip to Ypres Snr 
             5M Class assembly 9—9.30am Prep 
20 May FoND Spring Movie Night (Year 1-6) Prep 
25 May Y13 Celebration Day & start of study leave ND6 
           Prep Dance & Ballet demonstration 5—6.30pm Prep 
26 May  FoND Mufti Day—Circus Theme—Whole School 
              3P & 3S Class Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 
              A Level drama theatre trip 7.30—10pm ND6 
29 May—2 June HALF TERM School 
3 June FoND Bikeability 8.45am—3pm Prep 
5—9 June Senior Exam Week Snr 
6 June Nursery Sports Day 10—11am NDEY 
7—8 June Year 4 Camp Out Prep 
9 June 3P & 3S Faith & Music Assembly 9—9.30am Prep  
12 Jun Y12 Higher Education Day ND6 
16 June 6MP Faith & Music Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 
17 June Summer Fete School 
7 July Daddy/Daughter Campout Prep 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Spring Movie Night  

Summer Fete 

Please continue to purchase on-line via Easyfundraising 

Current amount of supporters: 67 

Donations to date: £721.54  

Thank you 

I have been meaning to email for weeks to say a huge 
thank you to the school and  'FoND' for putting on the 
Mothers Day Afternoon Tea.  My Mum and I had a really 
lovely afternoon.  Mum won't stop talking about it ... even 
now !  It felt like every little detail had been thought of.  The 
tea was  delicious - the beautifully laid out tables, little 
biscuits on the tables, the choir, musical soloists and brilliant 
poems and words from the children and the Chaplain.   

Thank you,     a Senior School Parent 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FoND

