
www.notredame.co.uk  

FRIDAY MAILING /  5 MAY 2017  

Notre Dame School  

Burwood House  

Convent Lane  

Cobham KT11 1HA 

Tel: 01932 869990 
email: office@notredame.co.uk  
web: www.notredame.co.uk 
twitter: @NotreDameCobham 

D of E Awards 

Gold, Silver & 

Bronze expeditions 

& assessments      

               Pg 2 

Sports at NDS 

weekly roundup of 

competitions 

Page 6& 7 

Music Board 

Upcoming events 

& exam success 

Page 4 

Y8 Reflection 

Day Pg 2&3 

Food & Nutrition 

Bakery Trip Pg 3 

Drama Upcom-

ing Infant summer 

concert & AS per-

formances  

Pg 4&5 

Early Years 

News, FoND & 

Diary Dates 

Page 8 

     

The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Computing—Follow 
us on twitter: 
@NDS_COMPUTING 
Year 8 donate 
£1316.48 to Little Roo neonatal 
fund 
On Wednesday Mrs Woodford, a 
representative from Little Roo 
neonatal fund at St. Peter’s Hospital 
visited the school to receive a 
donation from Year 8.  

The money raised was from their 
successful involvement in the Tenner 
Challenge. The challenge gave 
each pupil £10 to start off with and 
they were encouraged to make the 
biggest profit that they could.   

Year 8 came up with lots of great 
business ideas from jewellery to pet 
accessories and fidget cubes. Each 
team worked hard to advertise their 
products and track all their money 
in spreadsheet software.  

Year 8 really enjoyed the Tenner 
Challenge because it was a good 
opportunity to learn and practice 

our ICT and business skills such as 
problem solving, communication and 
teamwork. 

It was a great experience to take part 
in and the whole of year 8 were glad to 
raise a grand total of £1316.48 for 
charity. Well done! 

Year 8 

Fund Raising for Lourdes 

Hello, my name is 
Isabella P-S and I am in 
year 10. Next Friday, 
12th May, I am doing a 
10K bike ride to help 
raise money to 
contribute towards my 
trip as a Redshirt to 
Lourdes this summer. 

I wish to help pay for part of my trip 
and by doing a sponsored bike ride I 
hope to achieve this. If anyone could 
sponsor me, it would be greatly 
appreciated. 

You can contact me via the Chaplain 

Thank you. 

NUTS! 

An urgent reminder 
to everyone that we 

are a ‘nut-free’ 
school!   
Snacks that contain 
nuts are still being 
brought into school 
(things like Kinder Bueno) ……. Please 
refrain from doing so!         Thank you! 

 

During the Year 8 
Reflection Day 
(full report 
overleaf) we 
heard the true 
story of Peter Morales, a High School 
basketball coach in El Paso, Texas, who 
planned to play a student with a 
developmental difficulty, Mitchell 
Marcus, in the last game of the season, 
whatever the score line. He briefed his 
team and all were fully supportive but 
despite their best efforts to get him a 
successful shot at goal, he failed every 
time. In the dying seconds of the 
game, a player on the opposing team, 
passed Mitchell the ball enabling him to 
shoot a basket. The game ended in 
joyous uproar but the student who had 
created such a memorable moment 
simply said humbly ‘"I was raised to treat 
others how you want to be treated." Do 
to others as you would have them do to 
you. Luke 6 v 31 

Mrs Harrison, Chaplain 
 

Head Girl Hustings 
Impressive speeches from all seven  
candidates! Good luck ladies 
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Duke of Edinburgh Expedition Successes! 

April saw a very busy month for our Duke of Edinburgh girls, with 
practice and assessment expeditions going out over numerous 
weekends to various locations around the country. 

Gold Participants 

At the beginning of April, our five brave Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
girls embarked on their 4 day three night canoe expedition on 
the Wye river. After completing white water training with the 
Dynamic Adventures instructors the girls worked really hard as a 
team to complete the expedition challenge unassisted. 

Thankfully this time the weather was fabulous for canoeing as 
the pictures show and other than suffering aching shoulders 
and a little sunburn the girls had a brilliant time. Well done 
Darcey, Holly, Francesca, Niamh and Manon. We wish them 
luck for their assessment expedition in June. 

Silver Participants 

Returning from the Easter holidays the Notre Dame Silver Duke 
of Edinburgh participants took up the challenge of either the 
canoe or walking expedition. 

After 
completing the 
practice 
weekend in 
October the 
walking group; 
Sophie, Tarryn, 
Aoife, Isabella 
and Sophia 
successfully 
completed 
their three day, 
two night 
walking 
assessment in 

Buckinghamshire.  Covering many kilometres a day 
with a full rucksack, they also rose to the challenge of 
cooking for themselves and sleeping under canvas. A 
brilliant achievement. 

The canoe practice expedition group also ventured 
out on the same weekend. They started out in 
Reading and navigated their way along the Thames 
river to Runneymead. Also blessed with good weather 
they had a glorious time and were the quickest group 
that we have ever had on the water. Well done to 
Sarah, Rhianna, Juliet, Hanna, Maddie, Lucy, Erica, 
Kitty Charlotte and Nikihta. 

Bronze Participants 

The latest Duke of Edinburgh group to embark on their 
first expedition was the Year 10 Bronze girls. It was 
fantastic to have 44 girls out enjoying the Surrey hills 
with all the challenges of navigating, cooking on 
stoves and sleeping in tents. Many of the girls had not 
slept under canvas before but all rose to this new 
challenge very well. 

It was super to see all groups in at the campsite early 
and showed successful route planning and teamwork. 
The groups pitched their tents in a cheerful and 
enthusiastic manner and were well prepared for trek 
the following day. An excellent practice weekend girls- 
you should be proud! 

Ms Mason 

Year 8 Reflection Day 

'Teamwork' was the topic for 
the Year 8 Reflection Day and 
with ice breakers, games, 
activities, role plays, 
inspirational videos and a 
pizza or two, there was 
certainly ample opportunity to put theory into 
practice. The girls came up with their own acronyms 
for TEAM and pledged during the chapel reflection to 
play their part in making it a reality for their year group. 
Creativity, motivation, inclusion, leadership, 
encouragement, communication, resolving 
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Year 2 Science 
In Year 2 Science lesson we were learning about how 
seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants, and finding 
out and describing how plants need water, light and a 
suitable temperature to grow and to stay healthy. We 
had so much fun planting geranium, cosmos and 
pansies! 

Shakespeare 

Following their workshop last week, Year 5 and 6 
enjoyed a wonderful morning at The Orange Tree 
Theatre in Richmond watching (and interacting with) 
King Lear!  

differences, trust and support were just some of the things 
identified as essential elements of a strong group. We 
looked at Jesus' team of diverse men, with obvious strengths 
and failings, from a range of backgrounds and creeds, who 
went on to found the world's largest organisation today and 
heard about people across the world who have put into 
practice 'Together Everyone Achieves More' and what they 
have accomplished as a result.  
Mrs Harrison 

On the 28th April we all gathered in the theatre to start our 
day on teamwork. Mrs Harrison had some exciting games 
and activities planned to set us off. Throughout the day we 
all got involved to really think about the true meaning and 
the use of teamwork. Despite the fact that we were given 
some challenging tasks, eventually we all got through them 
because we had each other. At the end of the day we all 
sat in the chapel and reflected on how working as a team 
can change our lives for the better. All of us then thought 
about what we could take on the for the rest of the year to 
improve our year group as a whole. It was a wonderful day. 
Tara 

Our reflection day was packed with exciting and 
challenging activities, such as ‘the sitting challenge’ which if 
one person didn’t cooperate everyone would fall. I loved 
this activity especially! After our Domino’s pizza lunch, we 
acted out our roleplay depicting teamwork examples and 
then went to the chapel for a calming service. We all 
reflected on ourselves and how we could make our year 
group more of a team. I believe that everyone, even the 
teachers, benefitted from this fun and challenging day 
which was inspirational for us all!  
Isabel  

 

Food & Nutrition—Follow us on twitter: 
@NotreDame_FOOD 
 
Year 10 GCSE Bakery Visit and 
Workshop 

Year 10 had a fantastic time at Bread Ahead Bakery in 
Borough Market this week. They completed tutorials on fresh 
pizza & sourdough (starters and poolish).  

 
Mrs Anderson 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_FOOD


 

 

Prep 
"There’s a Sunflower in My Supper” 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Summer Concert 

Thursday 11th May at 9.30am  

Parents are invited to park in Car Park 1 and follow the 
yellow brick road to the blue dining room where 

refreshments will be served.  

Prep News 
Year 6 Chamber Groups 

Congratulations to all those year 6 girls who auditioned 
and gained a place in chamber groups. Chamber groups 
will be rehearsing at the following times: 

 Chamber Quintet: Monday activities break in the music 
room 

 Pop Group: Wednesday activities break this week, and 
thereafter Tuesday activities break, in the Summer 
House 

 Chamber Choir: Wednesday after school in the music 
room until 5pm this week and thereafter until 4:45pm 

 Drum Duo: Wednesday after school in the summer 
house 

 Piano Duo: Friday morning break alternating with 
activities break in the Music Room 

These groups will be preparing for the ceremony of 
achievement along with Year 6 Djembe Club and 
Percussion club.  

12 May Feast Day Mass 11am 

All are welcome to the Feast Day Mass next Friday where 
we will be singing the Les Mis Mass by Transcendence of 
York set to tunes from the musical Les Miserables. 
Lestonnac Choir and Bordeaux Choir will be singing during 
communion.  

Mrs Shaw 

Senior News  
The music department is buzzing with all of the activities 
going on at the moment. 

Feast Day Mass  

The whole school is preparing for this term’s Feast Day Mass 
to be held on Friday May 12th in the Sports Hall. The students 
will sing a special arrangement of the Mass set to themes 
taken from the hit musical ‘Les Miserables’.  

Music GCSE  

The year 11 music students completed their first examination 
paper this week. The ‘Creative Task’ exam is where you have 
45minutes to make up an original piece or song based on 
one of the following 
stimuli: a rhythmic phrase, 
a note pattern, a melodic 
phrase, a chord 
sequence, a set of words 
or, a sequence of events. 
It was good to see a 
variety of choices used by 
the girls and I wish them 
every success in this 
paper. 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

 DANCE  
Ballerina of the week is 
Alice C (year 5)  

Distinction for Sarah   

Sarah is a very talented year 8 pupil who has just 
completed her grade 6 singing exam through the 
London College of 
Music, gaining a very 
high mark of 92%. Well 
Done Sarah! Sarah is a 
valued member of the 
NDS choir and the 
chamber choir and also 
plays violin in the school 
orchestra. She is a keen 
musician attending 
theatre school at the 
weekends and also finds 
time to play the piano. 

We would like to 
congratulate Sarah on 
her splendid 
achievement. Well Done! 

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

https://twitter.com/NDS_THEATRE
https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
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Senior 
Congratulations to out talented AS level drama students 
Niamh R and Maya E supported by Deep S on a superb set of 
performances from ‘Caucasian Chalk Circle’ and ‘Things I 
Know to be True’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Graham 

Here are some of Reception trying on their costumes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 4 Playwrights 
We have a number of budding playwrights in the making! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Fletcher 

READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

National Share a Story Month 

National Share-A-Story 
Month (NSSM) is an annual 
celebration of the power of 
storytelling and story sharing, 
providing a fantastic 
opportunity to bring children 
and stories together. 

The theme for this year’s 
NSSM  is ‘Picture a Story’ so 
the aim is for us all  to celebrate the power of 
illustrations, particularly in picture books, for all ages and 
to encourage the sharing of picture books. The 
Federation of Children’s Books, who founded this 
initiative also suggest that we use this month to 
celebrate, appreciate and enjoy pictures in museums 
and art galleries and to encourage creative writing using 
these pictures as starting points.  

We have hundreds of picture books in our Prep Library 
for every age from Nursery to Year 6 so let’s make May 
the month we all share the joys of illustrations and the 
power of picture books. If you are looking for inspiration 
you may like to try this up to date list of new picture 
books published this spring from the Scottish Booktrust: 
http://scottishbooktrust.com/blog/bookbug/2017/01/12-
new-picture-books-for-2017 

Independent Bookshop Week Book Award 

The shortlists for the Independent Bookshop Week Awards 
were announced last week and we were delighted to 
see that friends of Notre Dame, Abi Elphinstone and 
Peter Bunzl, both feature on the Children’s Award list. The 
Shadow Keeper and Cogheart have been popular in 
our library and it is lovely to have been a small part of 
both books’ journeys. The shortlists can be seen here 
and the children’s list also includes Strange Star by 
Emma Carroll and Sputnik’s Guide to Life by Frank 
Cottrell Boyce both of which are available in the library 
and are highly recommended.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Thompson 
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https://indiebookshopweek.org.uk/IBWBookAward


 

 

Senior Library News 
During Library sessions 
we have been doing 
refresher training on the 
update Eclipse.Net 
Library system which 

now 
includes 
features 
from 
Reading 
Cloud – 
a 
technology which links real and virtual reading 
experiences. As well as the usual search facilities – the 
system enables students to view: 

 A word of the day 

 A fact of the day 
 Star Reviews 
 Featured Authors 

 Most popular books at Notre Dame and across the   
 Library communities  

 Book Reviews 

 What’s trending at Notre Dame  
 Recommended reads based on previous book  

 choices 
 Facebook and Twitter feeds 

Eclipse.Net can be accessed at school and home via 
the Notre Dame School Web Link page. 

Writing Workshop 

Last week writer and comedian Dave 
Smith delivered a writing workshop to 
the Year 7s. He talked about his 
experience as a comedy writer and 
gave the girls his top tips before getting 
them to write their own inspired pieces. 
Following the rapturous applause, we 
have asked him to visit again on 19th 
June to talk to the Year 9s. 

Book Awards 

Well done to Charlotte R and Isabel K in Year 8 who 
have completed their Reading Passports and received 
Book Awards. 

 

Mrs Finch  

GHS Athletics Meet 

The U10 and U11 girls competed with the Senior girls at the 
GHS Athletics Meet this week. The weather wasn’t quite the 
summer sunshine we had hoped for but this didn’t stop the 
ND girls from performing at their best. It was a tough meet, 
with eight schools taking part. Well done to all those girls 
who competed in the track and field events, for some it 
was their first athletics competition. I am hoping to have 
the full results by next week.  

Earrings  

Please can I ask that if 
you are considering 
getting your daughter’s 
ears pierced that you 
wait until the first day of the summer holidays. As per 
school policy your daughter will be unable to swim with 
earrings and she will need to have her ears taped for PE.  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

Please keep collecting the active 
kids vouchers in these last few weeks 
of the promotion, the collection box 
is near the house point boxes.  

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_SPORT
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Hockey 

 

Congratulations to Eva M 
in Year 7 who has 
received the U12 ‘Player of 
the Season’ award from 
her hockey club, Woking 
HC. 

 

 
 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 

Summer Term Kit 

As we are now in the summer term, the girls should be 
prepared for very hot weather as well as any cold spells, 
tracksuits should be in their bags, along with polo tops 
and shorts.  

Fixtures 

 Monday 8th May- U9 and U10 Surrey Tennis League 
Matches @ Rowan 4:15pm  

 Tuesday 9th May – U8-U10 Biathlon @ ND 3pm-5pm 

 Tuesday 9th May- U11 Rounders v Rowan @ Oaken 
Lane 3:00pm 

 Tuesday 9th May- U9, U10 and U11 Surrey Tennis League 
v Putney High School @ ND  4pm 

 Thursday 11th – Year 2 and 3 Gala v St Hilary’s @ ND 
4pm 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

Swimmer of the week 

2S – Dolphins – Poppy H 

2S – Starfish – Valentina SF 

Reminder 

Please remember that afterschool swim squads have now 
finished. We have a Biathlon on the 9th May and a Year 2 
& 3 swimming gala on the 11th May. The intersquad Gala 
for all swimming squad girls from year 2 – 6 is on the 18th 
May. 

IAPS Swimming Championship Finals on 
Saturday 6th May 

I would like to wish the following year 5 girls lots of luck as 
they swim in the IAPS Swimming Championships on 
Saturday 6th May at Crawley LC. 

Sophie K, Sophie L, Esme S, and Sienna W – Really proud 
of you all for getting to the finals – see you on Saturday.  

Mrs Jones 

Athletics 

Congratulations to all the athletes from Years 9 & 10 who 
took part in an athletics competition at Claremont School 
last week. Despite the cold and wet conditions the girls had 
some excellent results both on the track and in the field 
events and enjoyed the first competition of the term. 

Year 9: Bella T, Sofia B, Freya A, Anna G, Deborah I, Zoe G, 
Ella D, Lucy M, Emily H, Isabelle P, Lily S, Olivia C 

Year 10: Eliza N, Emma G, Emma AB, Emanuela N, Maddie 
P, Helena G, Anna B, Rayhanna M, Amelia D, Isabel C, 
Grace P, Alia A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tennis 

U15 v Tormead 

The U15 team had 

good matches 

against Tormead 

winning 7-2. 

Players were: Eliza, 

Talia, Ella, Anna, 

Emma A-B and Grace. 

Surrey Tennis Festival  

U12 - Illaria and Saskia & U13—Verity and Poppy C-S had 
tough groups but tried hard. The U14 pair—Anna G and Ella 
D only lost to SGC, narrowly missing the semi finals. 

Senior Fixtures Calendar         

Mrs Marsh 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

This week Butterflies have been learning about Bumble 
Bees! 

8 May Year 6 Trip to Painshill Park Prep 

9 May Art GCSE Examination Snr 

           Y10 & 12 ICT trip to Science Museum Snr 
10 May Art GCSE Examination Snr 

11 May Year 12—Last day before Study Leave! ND6 

             Year 11 Celebration Morning & Service Snr 
             Infant Summer Concert 9.30—11am Prep  

12 May Feast Day Mass and BBQ Mass at 11am School 

17 May Senior Inter-house Drama Competition Snr 
             Y1 Class Assembly (Parents Invited ) - Jnr Hall Prep 

18 May Prep Inter-squad Swim Gala & Presentation Evening  
                                                                     4—6.30pm Prep 

19 May Year 9 Trip to Ypres Snr 
             5M Class assembly 9—9.30am Prep 

20 May FoND Spring Movie Night (Year 1-6) Prep 

25 May Y13 Celebration Day & start of study leave ND6 
           Prep Dance & Ballet demonstration 5—6.30pm Prep 

26 May  FoND Mufti Day—Circus Theme—Whole School 
              3P & 3S Class Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 
              A Level drama theatre trip 7.30—10pm ND6 

29 May—2 June HALF TERM School 

3 June FoND Bikeability 8.45am—3pm Prep 

5—9 June Senior Exam Week Snr 
6 June Nursery Sports Day 10—11am NDEY 

7—8 June Year 4 Camp Out Prep 

9 June 3P & 3S Faith & Music Assembly 9—9.30am Prep  

12 Jun Y12 Higher Education Day ND6 
16 June 6MP Faith & Music Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 

17 June Summer Fete School 

22 June Y5&6 Performance of Alice in Wonderland to Parents 
                                                                                 7pm Prep 

7 July Daddy/Daughter Campout Prep 

 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Huge thanks to Mrs Suzanne Coe (Megan’s Mummy from Year 
3) who baked us all some delicious chocolate and caramel 
layered flapjack (B) and Mrs 
Barber’s daughter Jess for 
baking her very popular at 
home milk and white choco-
late flapjack recipe for us all 
to enjoy. 

At the end of break we were 
heading for a draw however 
we had two late voters who 
tipped the balance in favour 
of Mrs Coe’s recipe.  

Congratulations to Mrs Coe! Well deserved. 

  ND BakeOff 

Spring Movie Night  

Summer Fete 

Please continue to purchase on-line via Easyfundraising 

Current amount of supporters: 67 

Donations to date: £744.70  

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
http://www.notredame.co.uk/Calendar
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