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The Week @NotreDameCobham 

Welcome Back and 

Happy New Year! 

New Staff 
We are delighted to welcome new 
members of staff: 

Mr Richard Keane—Caretaker 
Mr Daniel Howard—Caretaker 
Mrs Moira Ford—Early Years Educators 
Miss Vikki Richardson—Early Educators 

New Pupils 
Welcome to our new pupils who 

have joined ND across a number of 
year groups throughout the school! 

Wedding Bells 
Congratulations to Mrs Amanda 

Windibank (née Ford) on her marriage 
to Simon during the Christmas 
holidays! We wish you every 
happiness together! 

Stork Has 

Landed 

Congratulations to 
HR Manager 
Helena and her 
husband on the 
safe arrival of their 
baby daughter 
Sienna! 

Carol Service collection  

Delighted to report that the Carol 
Service collection realised £366.89 
for CoMOL charities. 

Mealtime Manners Matter 

This term, through Project Florecer, 
the Prep school will be promoting 
lunchtime etiquette.  

We will be teaching and reminding 
our pupils of how we should all 
behave during our lunch hour 
together, particularly in the dining 
hall. This term, teachers will be 
rewarding those pupils who: 

 Use their cutlery in the correct way 

 Say “Please” and “Thank you” 
 Clear their place, putting items 

used in the correct places 
 Throw away their rubbish 

 Try hard to eat all the food they are 
given 

 Use their inside voices when talking 
to their friends 

 Walk around the dining hall in a 
sensible manner  

If your son/daughter is recognised for 
their manners and behaviour in the 

lunch hall, s/he will be awarded a 
special paper apple which she can 
attach to the board outside Miss 
D’Aprano’s office.  S/he will also be 
given a certificate at his/her weekly 
assembly to bring home to share with 
you.  Our message this half term is: 

Mealtime Manners 
Matter!  

 

RIP Mrs Jane Pollard 

It is with great sadness that 
we share with you that Jane 
Pollard, one of our prep 

school teachers, died on 13 
December 2017. 

Jane taught at 
Notre Dame for 
36 years before 
retiring last 
summer. We are 
very grateful to 
Jane for her 
dedication to 
this school; she 
was a wonderful teacher and will be 
sorely missed by the school’s staff, 
children and parents. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Jane’s family and friends, especially 
her husband Martin and their 
daughters, Emma and Alice, who 
both attended Notre Dame. 

Jane’s family are fundraising for Guide 
Dogs in her memory and if you wish to 
find out more about it you can do so 
here: https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/janefrancespollard 

3279 Followers! 

IN TODAY’S ISSUE  Next Week is Week B 

http://www.notredame.co.uk/
http://www.notredame.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://twitter.com/NotreDameCobham
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fjanefrancespollard&e=1c72d1f7&h=672b0f9b&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fjanefrancespollard&e=1c72d1f7&h=672b0f9b&f=y&p=y


 

 

Y7 Castle Competition 

Last term in History the Year 7s were able to take part in a castle 
building competition.  They were studying the Norman 
Conquest of 1066 and how William the Conqueror built Motte 
and Bailey Castles in order to control England.  The competition 
was optional but many of the girls took part and made the 
most fantastic castles out of clay or cardboard and even lego 
but many chose to put their baking skills to use and lots of them 
were made out of cake.  They were not only delicious but 
looked amazing as well with all the key features of castles such 
as moats, keeps, mottes, portcullis and drawbridges amongst 
other features.  Some of the girls took part in pairs.   

Here are some of the fabulous castle cakes! 

Ms Best 

Peer Mentor Training 

The new Year 10 and 12 peer mentors have been on a training 
session with Mr David Blake from Kapasun. They are learning to 
identify the various competencies required to be an effective 
mentor and playing related games to illustrate these 
competencies through fun activities. 

Follow us on twitter 
@NotreDame_ND6 

Success for Sixth Form 
Mathematicians 

Last term our sixth form mathematicians took part in 
three competitions: 

 A team of four girls were chosen to compete in the 
Regional Senior Team Maths Challenge – I am 
pleased to report that our team came in 2nd 
place.  Ella, Deep, Isabella and Hana all worked 
hard to secure their position. 

 All of our mathematicians competed in the 
individual Senior Maths Challenge: 
 Gold award – Isabella G 

 Silver award – Ella M 
 Bronze award – Deep S, Hana C, Juliet H, Erica 

W and Samar S 
 Three girls were chosen to compete in the 

Mathematical Olympiad for Girls – Emily (Year 11) 
and Hana (Year 12) both gained certificates of 
participation with Ella (Year 13) qualified with a 
Distinction. 

We are extremely proud of these achievements and 
look forward to awarding further certificates to our 
younger students following the Intermediate and 
Junior Challenges which take place this and next 
term. 

Mrs Breame 
Head of Mathematics 

Mrs Costa-Veysey 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_ND6
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Have You Ever Heard of Winnie-the-Pooh and 
Christopher Robin? 

Experience the much loved and universally known story 
behind an adorable 
bear and the creative 
partnership of the author 
A.A. Milne and the 
illustrator E.H. Shepard, 
brought to life through 
sketches, letters, 
photographs, cartoons, 
ceramics and fashion at 
an exhibition being currently held at the V&A, or Victoria and 
Albert, Museum in South Kensington. It is on until 8th April. The 
nearest tube, a 3 minute walk from the museum, is South 
Kensington.  

Children can enjoy 
playing on Winnie-the 
Pooh’s slide, ringing 
Owl’s ship’s bell (VERY 
noisy!), hiding in Eyore’s 
tent, made of sticks, 
run over Pooh Sticks 
Bridge and dress up in 
Christopher Robin’s 
mackintosh and hat.  

Ernest Shepard’s sketches and drawings are beautiful. He 
also illustrated ‘The Wind in the Willows’ and you can see 
some of these drawings too. The book shop has plenty of 
relevant material for both children and adults to browse 
amongst or buy and the museum café is excellent. 

Entry is free for children under 11 and £8 for adults. A family 
of 4, with children aged 11 to 17, can enter for £21.  

Children can enter a competition by drawing a character of 
their own imaginings and writing a little bit about it, on a 
piece of A4 paper. It can be sent to 
poohcompetition@vam.ac.uk, by the 1st February. 
My fondest childhood memories are of my dear, long 
departed father reading ‘The House at Pooh Corner’ to us 
children, mimicking all the animal’s voices and creating a 
wonderful, safe and happy world. Do share this experience 
with your own children.  

Mrs Biggs-Davison 

Florence Dances Her Way to Associate Place 
at LSC 

Following an audition at the dance school, London 
Studio Centre in North London, Florence G (Year 11) 
gained a much sought-after place on their Saturday 
Associate Programme. This has given her the opportunity 
to take classes in Ballet, Contemporary dance, Jazz 
dance and singing, all taught by professionals who work 
in the industry. The pupils, ranging from 14 to 18 years of 
age, choose this associate route to obtain the 
experience needed to study dance at a higher level, 
and then later pursue a career in dance. Students fly in 
from as far away as the Channel Islands to participate 
each week! Florence now studies at LSC for 5 hours every 
Saturday, while taking other classes locally in modern, 
ballet and tap. She is delighted to be dancing at LSC, 
and hopes to study dance after leaving school.  

Mrs Gough 
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Whole School News 
ABRSM Results 

Congratulations! Across the board success 
in the Autumn Term ABRSM examinations - 
everyone passed. The results can be found 
on Firefly - see link below. Certificates and 
mark sheets will be presented this term. 

Well done everyone!  

https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/instrumental-music-
lessons/abrsm-exams 

The internal closing date for ABRSM exams is Wednesday 
17 January.  If you think your daughter should be taking an 
ABRSM exam this term please could you discuss this with 
your daughter’s instrumental teacher as soon as possible.  

 

Prep News 
Carol Service recordings 

Do listen to some of the Carol Service recordings, which 
are on Firefly, by clicking on the collage below: 

Faith and Music Assembly 

The next Faith and Music assembly is for by 5M on Friday 
2nd February. 

 

Mrs Shaw 

 DANCE  
Happy New Year! 

Welcome back to the Spring Term, 
please ensure girls arrive to dance class wearing their 
correct uniform with their hair tied back and no 
jewellery.   

Private RAD Ballet classes are already in full swing, more 
details and this terms timetable can be found on 
Firefly.  If you have any questions regarding classes, 
exams etc please contact me on 
rthomas@notredame.co.uk  

Christmas  Tutu! 

Patricia E (Y1) showing her 
new ballet tutu she had for 
Christmas! 

Mrs Thomas  

Senior News  
Happy New Year to you all!   
The School is already busy with an exciting term of 

music ahead. I have been listening to a number of 
talented pupils this week applying for music scholarships 
and we have been interviewing new staff to join our 
growing team of visiting instrumental teachers. If your 
daughter is interested in taking up an instrument or 
joining a music group then please ask her to come 
along and speak to me.    

Examination Success! 

Last term several students took music examinations either 
in school or at local examination centres. There were 
many success (see Mrs Shaw’s entry for the whole 
school’s ABRSM results) but a special mention must also 
go to four students who took the LCM Musical Theatre 
examinations.  

Lily-Rose G gained a distinction at grade 1 singing 

Amelia A and Josie S gained merit and a pass at grade 
4 singing   

Maisie T gained a distinction in her grade 7 musical 
theatre examination. 

Congratulations! Well done to all of you, on your well-
deserved success! 

Ensembles 

All music groups are starting next week so please 
encourage your daughter to come along and join a new 
group as we start the New Year. There are two choirs, 
string group, saxophone group, orchestra and other 
ensembles. Please contact me for more details.  

Mr Black 

 MUSIC BOARD  
Follow us on twitter:     @NotreDame_MUSIC 

https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/instrumental-music-lessons/abrsm-exams
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/instrumental-music-lessons/abrsm-exams
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https://twitter.com/NotreDame_MUSIC
https://notredame.fireflycloud.net/music-3/audio
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Prep 
CALLING ALL PIRATES...... 

Miss Fletcher would be very grateful for donations of any 
PIRATE related items!  

Costumes / Eye patches / cutlasses etc 

If you have anything that you think may be suitable please 
let Miss Fletcher know.  

Year 4 - Pirates v Mermaids  
Only 4 weeks to go!! 

Please learn your lines over the weekend!  

 
Miss Fletcher 

Senior 
Congratulations Darcey!  

Congratulations to Darcey 
a (Y7) on her performance 
as Rockhopper Penguin in 
“Alice In Winterland” at The 
Rose.  

Several staff from both 
Prep and Senior went to 
see it and she was 
FANTASTIC! 

Darcey received some 
very complimentary 
comments from the 
professionals and from the 
director so she’s extremely 
proud of her 
performance. The 
production received great 
reviews including 4 stars 
from the Times.  

She’s been invited to join 
the Rose Youth Company 
so starts training with them 
in a few weeks. 

 

 DRAMA  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_THEATRE 

Senior Lower School Play 

Auditions were held this week for our Lower School Play 
“Twisted Tales”. The play will be made up of four short 
plays based on Roald Dahl’s short stories, “Tales of the 
Unexpected”. These stories show the slightly darker side of 
human nature but with an unexpected twist at the end, 
which shows immoral people getting their 
comeuppance. Follow us on Twitter @NDS_THEATRE for 
photos and the latest news. 

 

PANDA Inter-house Drama News 

It is not too late to 
get involved in 
the Inter-house 
Drama Festival 
2018. If you 
would like to act 
come along to 
Activities on 
Wednesday 17th 
January and get 
to know your 

fellow House 
actors. There are 
four dark and 
exciting plays 
which will be lots 
of fun to explore. 
To find out more 
speak to Miss 
Graham, Mrs Hehir 
or the Year 10 
Drama directors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Graham and Mrs Hehir  
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READING MATTERS  
@NDS_LIBRARY 

Prep Library News 

Awesome Book Awards 2018 

The shortlist for this award, offered in recognition of the 
best works of fiction for readers aged between 7 and 
10, includes some interesting titles from lesser known 
authors. 

Erica’s Elephant by Sylvia Bishop 

Cogheart by Peter Bunzi 

Radio Boy by Christian O’Connell 

The Secret of Nightingale Wood by Lucy Strange 

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson 

Schools across London and the South East have been 
invited to take part in the 2018 competition. Pupils read 
the shortlisted books and vote for their favourite! 
Everyone here is welcome to join in too. Each author will 
read extracts from their book at a Gala Awards evening 
at Cranleigh School on May 3rd 2018. Until then, there 
are Q and A sessions online each month with each 
shortlisted author. www.awesomebookawards.com 

Bookworm Awards 

Congratulations to the many girls who received 
Bookworm Awards at the final assembly before 
Christmas. These awards are given to girls who have 
made great progress in their reading, or have a love of 
books and are enthusiastically talking about books 
they’ve read with their classmates and teachers. Some 
are even recommending books to their friends. They are 
our inspirational Reading Ambassadors. Well done! 

Y6 – Amy M; Esmé S 

Y5 – Cameron J; Isabel C 

4 – Cristina R; Lexi T 

3 -  Jewel R; Charlotte S 

Chatterbooks Club 

After the Christmas break Chatterbooks club will resume 
next Wednesday 17th January. 

Mrs Hughes 

Senior Library News 
Reading for pleasure has a 
dramatic impact on 
educational outcomes, 
wellbeing and social 
mobility, and is a huge 
pleasure in itself. We are committed to starting children 
on their reading journey and supporting them 
throughout.  

BookTrust is the UK’s largest reading charity and provides 
many services to families and children as well as 
practitioners. Details of what they do can be found on 
their website https://www.booktrust.org.uk/ and includes 
research studies; reading tips; book recommendations; 
details of events/competitions and advice on how to 
support them. 

Each year BookTrust send to schools and Libraries a set 
of 40 free books – designed to promote a love of 
reading for pleasure. We are delighted to have just 
received our pack, which includes fifteen titles, split 
across three categories – Future Classics, Reluctant 
Readers and Non-Fiction. They are a fantastic selection 
of books and some of the titles are included below: 

We look forward to sharing 
the titles with students and 
using the respective 
Reading group guides. 
We will also be thanking 
BookTrust for this incredible 
selection and for their 
support. 

Mrs Finch  

https://twitter.com/NDS_LIBRARY
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Another Medal for Pippa 

Bronze medallist Pippa E (Y12)
clocked the fastest 800m of 
the day to move herself into 
the bronze medal position on 
3840 at the England Athletics 
U20 Indoor Pentathlon last 
weekend.  

A great start to 2018! 

 

 

 

Netball 

U12 A and B v St Teresa’s 

U12 netballers had great matches v St Teresa’s on the 
first day back of term this week!  

U12A came back to win 10-8 and U12B lost 4-7 well 
played!  

Senior Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Marsh 

Winter Clothing 

Please can I remind you that the girls need to have their 
full ND PE kit with them for each PE lesson and club. They 
will need multiple layers as all hockey and netball 
sessions will be taking place outside unless it is extremely 
cold or wet.  

If they girls have gloves they are welcome to wear these, 
however the girls won’t be able to wear gloves in netball 
matches.  

Sports Clubs 

All sports clubs will start on Monday 15th January 2018. All 
clubs will run as they did last term.  

Tennis Club 

Tennis with Ben Cullen will restart on the week beginning 
15th January.  

Fixtures 

 Monday 15th January – U9A- C Netball v Downsend @ 
ND 4:00pm (whole year group) 

 Tuesday 16th January – U11 A Hockey v Milbourne 
Lodge 2:45pm @ ND 

 Thursday 18th January – Gala v Halstead @ ND 
4:00pm 

 Tuesday 23rd January – U10A- C Hockey v CLFS @ ND 
4:15pm 

 Thursday 25th January – U9A- C Netball v Claremont 
2:45pm @ ND  

 Friday 26th January – U8 Hockey v Milbourne Lodge 
2:45pm @ ND 

 Saturday 27th January U10A Netball Tournament @ 
Rydes Hill 9am- 1pm 

Prep Fixtures Calendar 

Mrs Purgavie 

Swimming 

Our next gala will be on Thursday 18th Jan 
against Halstead at home starting at 4pm. 

Mrs Jones 

SPORTS BOARD 
   PREP    @NotreDame_SPORT 

  SENIOR    @NotreDame_SPORT 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 EARLY YEARS (NDEY) 
Follow us on twitter: @NotreDame_EY 

We would like to welcome are New Starters into the 
Clever Caterpillar Class!  

15 Jan FoND Committee Meeting at 9am School 

16 Jan Spanish Exchange Parent Information Evening  
            6.30—7.30pm Snr 

18 Jan Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm Snr      

19 Jan Y10 Reflection Day Snr     
            Mass Prep 

23 Jan Y2 Trip to Pizza Express 9—11am Prep 

24—29 Jan Hosting Spanish Exchange Students Snr 

24 Jan Y7 Parent Coffee Morning 8.45—9.45 am Snr 

25 Jan Prep trip to Polka Theatre 9am—1pm Prep 

26 Jan 4GW Class Assembly 9—9.30am Prep 
           FoND Nearly New Shop Open 3.15-4pm School  

28—30 Jan CERN Physics trip for Y11 and 12 Snr 

31 Jan IET Faraday Challenge Snr 
            Y1 trip to Guildford Museum Playrooms Prep 
            Y5 Science Challenge 8.30—12 Prep  

2 Feb ND6 Reflection Day ND6 
          5M Faith and Music Assembly 9—9.30 Prep 
          FoND Quiz Night & supper School 

6—8 Feb LAMDA Examinations Snr 

8 Feb Y12/13 Parents’ Evening 4.30—7pm ND6 
          Y3 & 4 Performance 7—8.30pm Prep 

9 Feb 6S Class Assembly 9—9.30 Prep 
          Y3 & 4 Performance to school am Prep 
           Poetry Loud 2—4pm Snr 

12—16 Feb HALF TERM 

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS! 

FoND Follow us on twitter: 

@NotreDame_FoND 

Now Enrolling Boys & Girls for Reception 2018!   Alumnae News  
Follow us on twitter: @NDS_ALUMNAE 

Money Raised to Date: £1,430.38  
Supporters: 70 

ND6 Alumnae Reunion Party  

Pizza and 
Prosecco are 
the perfect in-
gredients for a 
Sixth Form Re-
union, and so it 
proved last 
week when the 
2017 cohort of 
Year 13 ND6 
Leavers gath-
ered at Wild-
wood in Cob-
ham. Excited 
chatter about 
university and 
gap year expe-
riences filled 
the air as the 
girls ex-
changed news, 
renewed old friendships and forged new ones. The party, 
which was organised by our Alumnae Manager Ros Roberts, 
was also attended by Head of Sixth Form Janine Harber and 
Head of Careers Karen Franco. Said Miss Harber: “It was 
great to see the girls again and hear about their lives beyond 
Notre Dame. We’ll be keeping close tabs on their progress 
and look forward to catching up with them again soon. 

Ros Roberts, Alumnae Manager 

https://twitter.com/NotreDame_EY
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